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Dear Parents/Carers
Youwill be delighted to learn that the Newmancommunity hashad a wonderful term.
We celebratedour 60th anniversaryin October with a fabulous massat Westminster
cathedral. It wasa truly memorableoccasionasover 1000staff and studentspast and
present celebrated the life of the school since1958 and were encouragedby Bishop
Wilson to embracethe future with confidenceand courage. As I looked out over the
assembled congregation and witnessed young people from all faiths praying
respectfullytogether it filled me with pride and hope for the future of our school, city
andcountry.
This edition of The Newman certainly gives a flavour of the life of the school since
September. We are a well ordered , good humoured and hard working school.Results
are getting better every year and our teacherscontinue to seekto transform the lives
of our students. A major highlight for examplethis term wasthe stunningperformance
of Othello at the Shakespeareschoolsfestival. I sat in the theatre audienceamazedat
the skill and resilience of the boys who had worked so hard with Ms.Hardy over
severalmonths to prepare them for the show. Oncemore clear evidence that hard
work paysoff !
As we now prepare for the holidays I would like to sign off by wishing you all a peaceful 
and enjoyable Christmas.
I will see you all back at NCC on Tuesday January 8th 2019
Regards
Mr.D.P. Coyle.
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September: A new academicyear starts with a warm
Newmanwelcome new staff as they arrive for the 1st staff
Inset day of the year and a heartfelt welcome back to all
returning staff. With fresh smiling facesand a cuppa, staff
exchangedstories and adventuresof their summer holiday
before the official day started. Official welcome from Mr
Coyle,I lead the staff in a silent time of reflection about the
image of the lighthouse, the links between the staff of
Newman Collegeand the pupils in our care. Then in our
prayerservicewe prayed,άDƻŘof All Light,we praythat your
light will shineever more brightly in our lives. Helpus, Lord,
at the beginningof our schoolyear. Helpus in our work and
in our personallife andfriendships.!ƳŜƴέ

We offer the yearaheadto the careof AlmightyGod,askingHim for guidance
and wisdom as we set about the task of educating and forming the minds and
mentalityof the leadersof the future.

A schoolwithout pupils is like a forest without trees,so what a pleasureit was
to seethe start of the Y7s arrivingfor the next big step in their lives. Asthey gathered
in the assemblyhall for prayerandto introducetheir Headof Yearandmeet their form
tutors young minds are gleaminginformation. An exciting changeand challengefor
manya Y7 pupil. Theyearhadstartedasthe dispersedto their first lesson.

Havingthe dayto themselvesthe Y7 were joinedby the returningstudents. Theschoolwasback
in gear and moving onward. The hum and jovial buzzdrifted in the air filling the basketballcourts,
football pitchesand the corridors. Staffhappyto seepupilsbackand find out how eachand everyone
got on over the summerbreak. NowƛǘΩǎbackto the businessof learning,learningin NewmanCatholic
College.

Mass & links with the Parish: The first Massof the year was with the Y 11. The Masswas
offered for the work aheadfor this yearasthey preparefor their GCSEsnext summer. We askandoffer
to Godthe holistic pupil: the worries, the joys, the work and the adults involvedin their younglives.
The pupils, as always,are volunteeringto read and to serveat Mass. The focus continuesto be on
hymnsand the responsesto Massbut especiallyto the prayerfulnessandcatholicityof the Mass. Each
year group have the chanceto attend Massduring the half term, starting with Y7 & 8 up to the 6th

formers. It ishearteningto seepupilsfrom all backgroundsandcreedscomingforward to takeanactive
part in the Massandthe livingandlovingof life andof thosearounduswith a catholicethos.

WednesdayMasses: We continueto take individualclasses,startingwith Y8 and later Y7, to the
Ourladyof WillesdenShrinefor the 10:00parishmasswith either FrStephenor FrVincent.

Processions: Theprocessionof Our Ladyof Willesdenwasheld on Sunday14th Oct at 19:00 hrs.
Theschoolwasrepresentedwith staff and pupilsattendingthe serviceand walkingthe processionwith
the manyother parishioners. Thestatuesof OurLadyof Willesdentravelledthe streetsof Harlesdenon a
wet andautumnalevening.

Lay-/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ. Twitter:  @CchaplainNc

https://twitter.com/CchaplainNc
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Think Pink: The19th Oct, a day when green changedto blushing
pink. Pupilsand staff wore pink of varyinghuesto work, to raise
the awareness and funding of breast cancer treatment and
research. The Masson that Fridaytook up the challengeand Fr
Albert wore the rosechasuble(pinkvestmentsςnormallyworn in
Adventor Lent). Thisunusualevent remindsus that breastcancer
has or will touch each of us through our mothers, sisters,
daughters,aunts, etc. and not forgetting the boys and men that
arealsoaffectedbybreastcancer

άIǳǊǊŀȅfor IŀǊǾŜǎǘέ: Asthis hymnechoesthat we shouldstop and think; think
about the food that we enjoy-άhǳǊdailyōǊŜŀŘέ. Wheredoesit comefrom?The
worrying disconnect between the field and fork is growing. The college
continuesto support the localFoodBanks(Sufraand the HarlesdenFoodbank).
Everyweekcertainyeargroups(linkedto the yearMass)areaskedto bring food
or items that could be supplied to the Banks. It is great to pray for those
sufferingfrom hungeretc. but as the chaplainmotto suggestsάCŀƛǘƘin ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ
reflectingPopeCǊŀƴŎƛǎΩcall for personalfaith to be put into action. Theresponse
in hearteningas the tins and packagescomein weekby week. DuringOctober,
the chapeldisplayeda selectionof fresh fruit and vegetables,representingthe
successof this ȅŜŀǊΩǎharvestfrom land and sealeadingup to HarvestSunday
(CAFODFast day). The school too had a successfulharvest in spite of the
summer heat. The 6th Formersdug up the potatoes, planted back in March.
Thesewere washedand pupils and staff were able to take them home. The
discussionsaround the crops were enlightening and somewhat worrying, a
learning curve for many. Cabbagesand onions were also part of the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ
harvest. The gardening club has expanded its members and areas for
development. The ground dug, the weedsremoved and the creation of more
plantingboxesareall movingforward. TheǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎgardensaregettingreadyfor
winter, getting ready to rest and to regenerate itself for spring. Bulbs were
plantedwith carein the hopethat they popup in Springfull of colour.

Prayer groups: Every Friday morning during registration,
starting with Y8, I lead the form in prayers, reflection and
meditation. The classsit in the chapel and listening to reflective
musicsuchas Taizeor Gregorianchant, etc. Therethey listen to a
passagefrom the Bible, reflect upon it quietly or given short
directed reflections etc. The sessionconcludeswith the school
prayerandanotherprayerbeforegoingto their first lesson. Staffare
alwayswelcometo join us. This is somethingnew for the current
academicyear.

Stationsof the Cross: NewmanCollegehaspurchaseda set of images
telling the storyof the Passionof OurLordςTheStationsof the Cross.
Theseare a Peruviandesignengravedonto wood. Fr Vincentblessed
them during one of our FridayMasses. Thefifteenth station is in the
chapelwhile the first is in the More buildingon the REstaircase. This
allows the Newman Community to walk, meditate and pray the
Stationsasthey travel through the buildings. Thesestationswill have
a focusedusageduringLent. I would encourageall to άǿŀƭƪthe ǿŀƭƪέ
andreflecton the meaningbehindthe image.

https://twitter.com/CchaplainNc
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Newman Catholic Collegehas been awarded Gold by ¦ƴƛŎŜŦ ¦YΩǎ Rights Respecting 
School programme.Unicef ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
their rights. The Rights Respecting Schools Award is granted to schools that show 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ 
children and young people to respect the rights of others in school. Gold is the highest 
ŀŎŎƻƭŀŘŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ¦ƴƛŎŜŦ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
rights at all levels of school life. There are over 400 schools across England, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and Wales that have received Gold.

HeadteacherMr Danny Coyle, said: "RRSAprovided an outstanding opportunity to
create a culture that didn't exist...an umbrella to bring things together." Mr Coyle
explainedthat learningabout rights underpinned"the journey of the school,which has
beenphenomenal."

The Award recognisesachievementin putting the United Nations Conventionon the
Rightsof the Childat the heart of a ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎplanning,policiesand practice. A Rights
Respecting School is a community where ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎrights are learned, taught,
practised,respected,protectedandpromoted.
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The Student Council elected a new 
leadership team. L-R Gintarras, Dillon, 
Musa, Thierry, Dhruv and Owen.
Thierry is the new Chairperson and 
Dhruv his deputy.

TheStudentCouncilcontinue to meet weekly on Thursdaysat lunchtimesin RoomM39.
They address issues such as Teaching and Learning, Pupil Progress,Environmental
Concerns,Pupil Well Being. The Student Councilhave also conductedassembliesabout
their work. SomeStudentCouncilmembersrepresentedthe schoolat the Brent Council
Takeover Challenge. The purpose of the event was to have young people take over
organisationsfor the day and learn about the world of work. Everyyoungpersonhasthe
right to have a say in the decisions that affect them, and the Takeover Challenge
encourages them to exercise that right. The Children's Commissioner for
Englandpromotes and protects ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎrights to make life better for children and
youngpeople.



Our London Citizens students are still very active 

Dhruv, Dillon, Rhuvawn and Thierry stood before a full
Brent Councilmeeting askingfor funding to light up the
skate park in Roundwood Park. They were the first
children from a secondary school in Brent to make a
deputation to councillors. Commandingthe attention of all
present they reminded council leader MuhammedButt of
promiseshe madeat a meetingin April. άMuhammedButt
stated: ΨLwill not only light up RoundwoodςI will light up
all of Brent.ΩάThiswaslater followed with a short meeting
with Cllr Butt and his advisors. He said that it would be
about £55,000 to £65,000 and that he did not have the
money.έάThrough our research we found out that the
council has about £7million of CIL [community
infrastructure levy,a fee imposedon developers]fundingς
and we are only askingfor 0.08 per cent of that.έKensal
Green and HarlesdenCouncillors Matt Kelcher and Mili
Patel, who are supporting us, said: ά¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜdone great
work in conjunction with CitizensUK including setting up
safe spacesfor young people in nearby shops. άWe are
confident that the council will take their concerns
seriouslyand hopefully by working together we cansolve
the situation in the park for everyoneinvolved.έ

On November 29th we attended the London Citizens
Accountability assembly with the Mayor Sadiq Khan.
Issuesdiscussedwere housing,living wageand the newest
one, violent crime. It was a wonderful event attended by
2000 London Citizens members at St Georges in
Southwark.

Mr King and Dillon also attended a protest at Scotland
Yard as part of the launch of the new violent crime
initiative.
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άhƴ ǘƘŜ нфǘƘ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ L ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 
Citizens accountability assembly with Sadiq Khan. This was an amazing opportunity to 
speak about the housing issues that matter to me and also an opportunity to speak with 
those who hold power. It was really amazing to hear about the change by Sadiq Khan and 
how he would work with us to bring more change. It was the best moment of my life. 
ά±ƛǎƘŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ мо
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We have had three Drop Down Daysto date. Theseare
part of our Personal,Social, HealthandEconomic(PSHE)

Year 7 explored Sex and Relationships as well as

Resilience. Workshops included Emotional Intelligence,

Sexting, Yoga and Knowing themselves. Year 8 had

workshopson Careers. They explored CareerProspects,

Money Management, Youth Personal Development &

BasicEmployabilitySkillsand the online National Careers

ServiceInterest andSkillsTest

https:// nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/skills-health-

check/home

Year9 looked at Healthand Well Being. Theytook part in

workshopson Emotional Intelligence,PersonalSafety in

the Community and Yoga. Thewhole Yeargroup had an

assemblyon DrugsandAlcohol.

Mr Finnie and Miss Marques have continued their First
Aid workshops and now trained three Year groups 7,8
and 9. Year7 in CPRand Years8 and 9 in the techniques
of severebleeding,choking,burnsandshock,aswell asa
recapof CPR.

Sahar, one of our ex students 
originally from Iraq became a 
British Citizen. Sahar made a 
great contribution to the school 
as she started the first girls 
football team. Sahar continues 
to help Miss Amanda with 
Syrian Summer school activities 
as well as continuing her 
football involvement with QPR.

British Citizenship for Sahar

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/skills-health-check/home


Windrush
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This year to kick start our Black History Month
celebrations I had the privilege of inviting my
uncle,Mr Richards,to an assemblywith Newman
pupils and staff, to discusshis experienceaboard
the WindrushEmpire70yearsago.
TheWindrushgenerationare the first largegroup
of Caribbeanimmigrants to the United Kingdom;
arriving at Tilbury Docksin Essex,on 22nd June
1948, bringingworkersfrom Jamaica,Trinidadand
Tobago and other islands. Their arrival, by
invitation,wassoughtafter in responseto post-war
labourshortagesin the UK.
Bywhat seemedlikeddivineintervention,Europe's
largest ever black newspaper The Voice were
simultaneously running their annual Made by
Historycompetition for studentsaged9-14 on The
Windrush. Our pupils entered and were invited to
[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎCity Hall for the awards ceremony
with Daniel in Year9 winning Most Inspirational
Essay. Danielwaspresentedwith his certificateby
Levi Roots (BBC Dragons' Den contestant and
Reggae Reggae Sauce entrepreneur), he was
interviewed by The Voice, received a
complimentary meal at Levi wƻƻǘǎΩCaribbean
Smokehouserestaurantandan impressiveinvite to
visit 10 Downing street, home of the prime
minister.

I amincrediblyproudof thosepupilswho took part
in the competition,who were all givena certificate
of participation by The Voice, and would like to
congratulatethem for their effort andengagement.
I would also like to give a huge thank you to Mr
Hughesand Miss Goodinfor their encouragement
andsupportaswell asMrs Farrellfor her beautiful
display work in the school hall of the Windrush
generation.

MissRichards
Headof Year9



Shoebox Appeal
A small shoebox of gifts could make a huge difference to someone this Christmas.

Teachers and students at Newman, helped make Christmas a little bit brighter for 
those who need it most by filling and wrapping shoeboxes filled with gifts.

Each shoebox gift becomes a tangible expression of God's love for a child in real need.

Christmas

"[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ Χ 
for of such is the kingdom of God"

Luke 18:16Luke 18:16

GOOD NEWS. GREAT JOY

We have collected over 100 
Shoeboxes to support 

Operation Christmas Child



Hereat Newman CatholicCollegewe havea vibrant and growing dramadepartment. Drama
is taught across the school helping our young people grow in confidence and learn the
valuableskillsthey will needto becomewell roundedand successfulin their lines.
We have had wonderful year in terms of results and will steadily work to enable all our
learnersto achievetheir potential this academicyear.
As part of developinga CreativeArts department we joined forces with The RoyalCentral
Schoolof Speechand Dramafor their open day in September. We were able to samplea wide
variety of courseson offer and we now intend to launch a new courseproduction Arts in
September 2019.
Opera is on the music A-level courseso we took an opportunity to introduce opera to our
studentsthis year. We madea successfulbid to ά[ƻǾŜwhere youƭƛƴŜέand we were rewarded
with £500 worth of tickets. On Saturday 8th December we had the most wonderful
experienceat the Diva OperaάIƻƳŜfor Christmas.έSeveralmembersof the SudburyTown
Residentsassociationalsosponsoreda ticket for a youngperson. Twentyone studentsmainly
from the sixth form attended and met and chatted to the Mayor of Brent, the Leaderof Brent
Counciland the MP BarryGardiner.
Students studying drama take regular trips to see the latest professional work as well as
backstagetours. In October all of Year 11 and 13 Paul attended ά.ƭƻƻŘ.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎέin the
Wimbledontheatre.
ThisEpictale did not disappoint as the studentsrose to their feet clappingand cheering,not
bad for a musical that hasbeenrunning for 29years.
Upcoming trips, we are delighted to end the year with a visit to the newly named Kiln
Theatre to see Zadie {ƳƛǘƘΩǎΣΨ²ƘƛǘŜ¢ŜŜǘƘΩon December the 20th.

Fosteringlinks with the RoyalCentralSchoolof Speechand Dramahasproved invaluable,we
had the privilege of hosting, Dr. SylvanBaker,a lecturer who spokeabout the challengeshe
overcameand the opportunities he was awarded through hard work. He gave a realistic,
rousing and motivational speech to our Year 10 students and a number of staff.



оǊŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
In conjunction with US Charitable Trust and the chairperson, Serena Balfour we held our 
conference on the 26th of November. We had a panel of speakers from all  walks of life and 
with various different experience. 

PC Holly Breakwell spoke about women in the MET police.
Jignasha Mehta gave an inspirational speech on incredible female leaders from India. 
Anita Whittaker, outlined the dangers posed to our children from online 
pornography.
Ms. C. Abimbola spoke on the value of education and the power of knowledge.

There will be a series of follow up workshops in the new year dealing with some of the 
important ideas that emerged. 

As always we could not do this without a dedicated team, Miss C Tetley- Btec Lead Verifier 
and Level 3 Co-ordinator and teacher, Mr. Z  Jalil Btec Level 2 Co-ordinator Ms H  Hardy-
Key Stage 3 Drama teacher and director of Shakespeare in schools festival, Mr E  Pesqueira 
Drama apprentice, Mr B  Silva Drama apprentice, Ms S  Curtain Drama with EAL, Kaye 
James director and C Beirne-Francis Head of Creative Arts 2018. 



Sixth Form Induction Assembly

New and returning studentswere welcomedbackby Mr Molokwu on Friday7th Septemberduring a
specialinduction assembly. Theassemblyallowed the SixthForm team to reiterate expectationsfor
year 13 students and also to outline expectationsfor the new intake into year 12. The assembly
specificallysupportsstudentswho arenew to the schoolandthe sixthform andaddressesissuessuch
as uniform, attendanceand punctualityprocedures,careers,suchas apprenticeshipsand university,
the enrichmentprogramme,CatholicandSpirituallife of the schoolandalsostudentservices.

άLǿŀǎƴΩǘto surewhat to expectcomingto NewmanasI hadpreviouslybeenin anotherschool. I was
a bit nervousandworried about it, but whenI met all the teachersandlistenedto what wasexpected
I felt relaxedandcalm.έ(Rehan12Benedict)

Sixth Form Enrichment Assembly

The Sixth Form is committed to the development of students not only academically,but also
spiritually,morallyandculturally. Assuch,all studentsactivelyengagewith TheSixthFormEnrichment
Programme. All studentsparticipatedin a specialassemblywhere the importanceof the enrichment
programmewasexplainedto them andstudentsweregivenbrief presentationson the wide varietyof
activities they are able to undertake. Activities include volunteering in local primary schoolsand
participatingin LondonCitizens. Theenrichmentprogrammeis vital to the sixth form asnot onlydoes
it allow studentsto developspiritually and morally, studentscan alsodevelopmandatorysoft skills
suchas; confidence,communication,resilienceandleadershipskills.

Into UniversityWorkshops(Year12& 13)

Into Universityis an organisationthat the sixth form haveworkedcloselywith for a numberof years.
Into universityprovideacademicmentoring that supportsyoungpeople to achievetheir aspirations.
Specificallywithin the sixth form, Into Universityhaveworked with studentsthis term to deliver an
IndependentLivingWorkshopfor year 12 studentsand a PersonalStatementWorkshopfor year 13
students.

άLam definitely hopingto go to universityto studyafter I finish at Newman. Thisworkshopgaveme
much more of an idea of what to expect,but alsohow much everythingcostsand how to ōǳŘƎŜǘΗέ
(Romik12Francis)

ά!ǇǇƭȅƛƴƎto university can be a confusingand difficult time, especiallygoing through the UCAS
applicationprocessandwriting a personalstatement. I wasreallyhappyto be givensupportwith my
personalstatementfrom Into University. Theyhavegivenme more direction and guidanceto ensure
that I write the best possiblestatement and get onto my chosencourseat university.έ(Hubert 13
Francis)
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Parents Reception Evening 

Parentsof new students in Year12 were invited into Newmanto meet with the
Sixth Form team. The reception eveningallowed the Sixth Form team to detail
expectationsof students for parents and begin to build relationshipsbetween
parentsand the school. It alsoallowedparentsto askquestionsand to meet with
their ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎFormTutor to gainan insight into how they havetransitionedinto the
SixthForm andlife at Newman.

McMillan Cancer Coffee Morning

TheSixthForm successfullyplannedand implementeda coffeemorningto support
researchfor thosesufferingfrom cancer. Localorganisationsdonatedcakesandalso
cakeswere madeand donatedby different membersof staff. Staff and SixthForm
studentssatdown togetherduringbreaktime andenjoyedhot drinksanda sliceof
cake together. This is the secondyear that the Sixth Form has undertaken this
charitableeventwith excellentsuccess.

SixthFormCommittee(Headboy/Headgirl)

A number of confident and determinedstudentsapplied for the role of Headboy
and Headgirl. Thesestudents were all tasked with writing a short speechand
deliveringthis in front of their peersand a numberof different staff, includingthe
Headteacher. All studentsspokewith confidenceand great poiseand madesome
fantasticpoints as to why they shouldbe elected. Lateron during that week, the
SixthForm wasturned into a polling station and all studentsand staff were given
the opportunity to vote for who they felt should be appointed to the role. Once
voteshad beencountedthe new Headboyand Headgirlwere announced,and the
team electedPrahlad(Headboy)Aliya(Headgirl),Alber (DeputyHeadboy)Marusha
(DeputyHeadgirl)beganworking on how to deliver continuousimprovement for
the SixthFormfrom a studentperspective.
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This years Work Ready programme has seen students from 12 Hinsley

engage in an array of placements since October. New partnerships with

local businesses in Harlesden along with exciting opportunities to work

with TESCO. The NCC Work Ready programme continues to provide the

chance for students to build their CVôsand experience in order for them to

be best prepared to enter the World of employment.

Bahramkhan at 

Barbers for Men

Jan at The Lounge 

Café, Wembley

What is Work Ready? The

concept of Work Ready caters to

the needs of students aged 16-

18, many of whom had only

recently arrived in the country.

The Work Ready Programme

runs alongside the studentsô

existing studies and offers a

placement to give our students

an insight into life in the work

place. Work Ready is a mutually

beneficial programme that

supports young people as they

take the first steps on their

career path by creating a

platform for each student to put

into practice the knowledge they

have acquired in the classroom,

whilst presenting employers with

an opportunity to reach this area

of the community where there is

genuine potential to develop a

talent pool for apprenticeship

schemes and employment.

Roua at  Almas Café, 

Harlesden

Walayat at 

Harlesden Fresh 

Fish



Raising Aspirations
άaŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀǇέ ¸ŜŀǊ у ςCentral Hall Westminster

This event involved career fairs which have links to top collegesand universitiesfor
studentsto enquireabout.
Making The Leap held their fourth annual Raising University Aspirations fair, aiming to 
broaden the horizons of London school children by introducing them to representatives 
from prestigious universities. The universities present were UCL, Kings College, 
Manchester university, Cambridge, SOAS and many more.

Students were given the chance to talk to universities, a 
question help sheet was provided to guide students to 
the sorts of questions they should be asking

Also they were given a prospectus 
from each university to take home 
and read through, some students left 
with about 10 of them and a heavy 
backpack!



Raising Aspirations

Comments from students on NEC ςWorld Skills

άΧΦŀǘ the careers event there were many things 
related to the world of medicine and science, in 
these sections there were many things like open 
bodies (fake) so we could see inside and there were 
organs that we could touch. This area was really 
enjoyable and interesting, it showed how working as 
a doctor, dentist or pharmacist would be demanding 
and enjoyable at the same time. This was the area 
that I thought would lead me to the type of job I 
wanted in the ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧΦέ

FARHAN

ΦΦέL found many different things interesting 
at the event such as the amount of jobs 
available under one huge industry - e.g. 
construction and infrastructure. Moreover, 
loads of different apprenticeships were 
being given to the people at the event such 
as the Lexus and Toyota ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜǎƘƛǇǎΧΦέ
Brandon

άΧΦΦL learnt a lot during the trip, like that 
trains are evolving and that in 2020, 
there will be  a new railway service that 
will be 20 times faster than the one we 
have today! Statistics showed that you 
could go from London to Birmingham in 
under 30 minutes. Φέ

Oliwier

άΧL also found interesting is how much part 
technology influences our lives and how many 
jobs are now available for the future knowing 
technology - I got to speak to many organisers 
to see what does their company offer for jobs 
and the qualifications neededΦΧέ

Simeon

/ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ άaŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǇέ

ά L enjoyed the event because of the 
opportunities I learnt that I could have 
in universities. I saw universities like  
UCL , Oxford and Kings college at this 
event. I asked questions about what 
course in History they offer and was 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ hȄŦƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΦέ
Aus

άΧ¢ƻ conclude I think this trip was an 
amazing learning experience which 
allowed us to see different universities 
and consider the pros and cons of each. 
So,  when we actually get to the stage 
where we start university we are 
confident and sure,  not scared and 
ǎƘȅΧέ
Mohammed

άΧDǊŜŀǘ Atmosphere, Great Inspirational Universities and made me more 
aware of my future ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΧέ

John 



Raising Aspirations
In October, our more able students were taken on two trips that centred around 
raising aspirations.
¸ŜŀǊ ф ŀƴŘ мл ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƭŘ {ƪƛƭƭǎ ¦Yέ ƭƛǾŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ b9/ 
ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ у ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǇέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǇ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ 
and what they had to offer.

World Skills UK at the NEC Birmingham

This exciting event was divided into four areas, each providing a focus on particular industry
sectors:
- Construction &  Infrastructure
- Health, Hospitality & Lifestyle
- Digital, Business  & Creative
- Engineering &Technology

Over 130 employers from across the UK were at LIVE, including BAE Systems, BMW, Coca Cola, HS2, IBM, 
Muller, NHS Careers, Royal Mail, Toyota and the armed forces, offering top jobs, apprenticeships and 
training opportunities.

Photography Virtual Reality

cooking In the Airforce

Oyiye performed an 
original rap/piece of 
music at the Birmingham 
university free mic stand!



Maths Department News
UKMTMathsChallenge:
Thisyear the Maths department is continuingour participation with the UKMTMaths challenges. The
studentsinvolvedlast academicyearthoroughlyenjoyedit and this would be a greatexperiencefor your
son,sodo encouragethem to get involvedthisyear.

Alreadythis yeara groupof studentscompetedagainsta range
of schoolsat the UKMTSeniorTeamMaths Challengewhich
includedthree rounds: groupround, crossnumberand shuttle.
They found the day mathematicallystimulating and enjoyed
meetingother keenmathematiciansfrom aroundLondon.

The UKMT Senior Challenge Team with 
their certificates of participation.

We havealsomanagedto securea placein the regionalfinal
for the UKMTTeamMaths Challengein February2018. This
will involve a group of 4 students(2 from year 8 and 2 from
year 9) competing in a seriesof four rounds: group round,
crossnumber,shuttle and relay. In the next few months
selected students from year 8 and year 9 will be able to
competefor a placein the final team. If successful,the team
will goon to competeat the NationalFinalin June2018.
Additionally,we havethe opportunity for studentsfrom Year
7, 8, 9, 10 to compete in the individual challengesagainst
other studentsaroundthe country.

YourMoneyMatters:

In the comingacademicyear the mathematicsdepartment will be working on a seriesof lessonsto
improve your sons financial literacy as part of Ψ¸ƻǳǊMoney aŀǘǘŜǊǎΩΣendorsedby Martin Lewisof
MoneySavingExpert. Theaim is to supportyoursonto developknowledgeof a rangeof financialtopics
includingsaving,borrowingandfraud.

Booster/Interventionsessions:

Year11 revisionsessionscontinueto run until the GCSEexams. Thesetake placeon Wednesdaysafter
school(3-4pm). Thursdaysbeforeschool(7:45-9am)will beginin 2018.

The very successfuland well-attended Maths HomeworkClubcontinuesto take place in RoomM41
Tuesday3:05-4:05pm. The sessionsare run by Miss Joseph,and students from all year groups are
welcometo attend.

UKMTMaths challengeclub will run on Tuesdayafter school in RoomM47 with Miss Palmerduring
Januaryand February. Studentswho attend will be eligibleto be part of the TeamChallengebut it will
alsobeusefulpreparationfor the IndividualChallenge.

Equipment:

All studentsare requiredto havetheir full equipment,includinga Maths set and a scientificcalculator.
Theseare availableto buy from the Maths office at a subsidisedcost: £1 for a HelixMaths set, and £8
for a Casiofx-85GTscientificcalculator.



Science

We have had a busy term in Science this year!

October marked the start of our entries for the Biomedia Meltdown Competition. This 

competition is held for all schools in Brent and has amazing prizes on offer! The theme 

is ECOLOGY and this gave students a chance to take part in workshops linked to the 

topic.

We had workshops for years 7, 8 and 9.

Please remember the competition is open until January, so you still have time to create 

your entries!

Biomedia Meltdown competition

Biomedia Workshops

Years 7 & 9 ïStop motion 

workshops (created films of 

extinct or endangered 

species)

Year 8 ïPrint screening 

workshop (created paint 

based prints on how animals 

and plants depend on each 

other)



Science

Science club takes place every Tuesday after 

school (3:15 ï4:00pm) . Students are enjoying 

the hands on opportunities they get in the 

science department. This club is a great chance 

for students to learn and practice important 

practical skills.

Have a look at some of the fantastic 

experiments our students have taken part in and 

come and have a go! 

They have made lemon batteries, tested wind 

speed, made red cabbage indicators to test 

acids and alkalis and much more!

Floating    

Jellyfish

Making Lemon 

batteries

Elastic band 

motor

A-level Heart Dissections

ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŘƛǎǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ 
working of the heart . We used sheep's hearts . We 
carefully cut the heart and used pins to label different 
parts of the heart e.g. Atria, ventricles, aorta and were 
able to see the valves. It was reallyinteresting as we are 
learning about the organ that keeps humans and 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ 
Vishal Year 13

Our A-level students carried out heart dissections 

as part of their A level Biology course.

Students enjoyed the hands on experience and 

learnt a lot about not only the structure of the 

heart but also the individual sections and their 

roles.
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OnThursday22ndNovember201815studentsfromyeareightandyearnine
performedaremarkableproductionofbwpzt£ tp¢tĄ£Othellotoalargeaudienceof
250peopleaspartoftheShakespeareSchoolsFestival,atWatermansArts
Centre. Thecastwasexceptionalandtheperformancewowedtheaudience. The
studentsshowedupandexpressedstrongemotions,differentgendersandages,different
religionsanddifferentpersonalandprofessionalbattles; usingarangeofdramaand
performanceskills. Theaudiencewasbeyondexcitedandwereleftwantingmore. We
begantheprojectinSeptemberbutinthesixweeksbuilduptotheperformancewe
rehearsedeverydayafterschoolfortwoplushours.Theboysworkedincrediblyhardand
werecontinuallydedicated,professionalandfullofenergyandexcitement. Thewhole
productionwasledbythecast,withactorsfromyeareightyearnineandsoundand
lightingbya yearninestudent,withMissHardydirectingandoverseeingit.
Everyoneworkedhardasanensembletoensureeveryonewasincluded,sharedideas
andfeltheard. It hasbroughtahugearrayofconfidence,newfriendshipsandfuninto
theirlearning. Manyoftheteachers,parentsandseniorleadersoftheschoolhave
commentedonthepr¤~¢£Ąstagepresence,abilitytocommunicatethetimeperiodand
characteremotions. Comingoffstage,ayear9 studentsaidāQtx}vonstageisthe
bestfeelingintheworld!CanI signupfornextyear,\x££NĂ. MissHardyhas
signedNewmanupforthenextacademicyearsfestivalandwecannotwait!
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This year saw the start of the NCCWriting Club. Studentsfrom Years9-11
meet at lunchtimesin the EnglishDepartmentand write poems; short stories
and even start writing their own novels. We have been working with Mr
Edwards and have entered a few national competitions (latest results
pending!). More than 100of our studentshadstorieschosenfor publicationin
the YoungWriters StrangerSagasCompetition. {ŀƭƛƳΩǎpoem was chosenin
the WindrushCompetitionandhe met with SadiqKhan. Sixof our poetshave
written poemsfor the upcomingFoyleYoungPoetsCompetitionin 2019. The
NCCWriting Clubhasbroughta lot of peopletogether in a settingwhere they
might not otherwisehaveknowneachother well. Thedeadlinefor the Young
Writers Mission CatastropheCompetitionhas just passedbut there will be
another competition starting January 2019. We welcome all Year 9-11
studentsto join us Mondaylunchtimes. Don't think you haveto be an expert
to join us!

2727

NCC Writing Club off to a great start!
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Dawidpaying keen 
attention to his CAD 
presentation. 

Picture showing final outcome of 
printed 2D net of package.

Brilliant!! Picture 
showing 5ŀǿƛŘΩǎwell 
made 3D package.

Dawidpaying keen 
attention to his CAD 
presentation. 

Picture showing Jhay-L
expertly cutting out his 
net design to make a 
mock-up of his package

Picture showing Jhay-LΩǎ 
final package design 
before printing. Great 
colour choice!



This picture shows Sayed
designing his Christmas Card on 
the Computer.

Here Sayedis assembling his 
Pop- Up Card. 

This is Mohammad 
contemplating his next design 
decision 

Picture showing Sayedand 
Mohammadproudly displaying 
their Pop- Up Cards and 
nvelopes.



This picture shows Colemaking pancakes . He  seems to have mastered the flipping technique.

Here Moussa is cutting out his gingerbread 
patterns.

Picture shows Daniel preparing his gingerbread 
for baking.

aŀƭƛƪ Ψǎ freshly made products are ready to hit 
the market ςwell done !

Ethan is listening keenly before resuming his 
activities.


