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Dear Parent/Carer 
For reasons that are known to all in our community it  has been 
a terrible end to a wonderful term. 
The tragedy of recent days has put everything into perspective. 
At times like this it  is right and proper to think of those whom 
we love and love us in return. 
It reinforces the need to enjoy and celebrate the beauty that life 
has to offer on a daily basis. It reminds us not to dwell on the 
petty and frivolous but focus on  those issues that really matter. 
We will  spend more time in the Easter edition of  ά¢ƘŜ Newman 
ά celebrating the life of Julian. For now however I would like to 
draw your attention to the outstanding work that has been 
undertaken at NCC since we started the Autumn term on 
September 4th and is contained within these pages. 
Finally I would like to thank the wonderful teachers , parents , 
governors and of course students for their hard work and good 
humour during these past four months.  
Have a peaceful and happy Christmas. 
I look forward to seeing you all back for the start of the Spring 
term on Monday January 8th 2018. 
God bless 
Mr.D.P.Coyle. 
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Newman Day 
On Friday 6th October 2017, we celebrated Newman Day. This is to 
commemorate the Feast Day of our School Patron Blessed John Henry Newman.  
Who was Blessed John Henry Newman?  (1801-1890)  

A question I Ωm sure every Newman pupil from Yr8 upwards could  answer.             
Go on challenge them?  

 Newman was born  in 1801 and died in 1890. He was a convert  to  Catholicism 
from  the  Church of  England, and one of  the  great  minds of  the  19th  century . 
As a Roman Catholic  priest  he became one of  the  greatest  Catholic  apologists  
in the  history  of  the  Church. He was a prolific  writer  and persuasive preacher . 
Blessed John  Henry  Newman was beatified  by Pope Benedict  XVI  during  his 
visit  to  Birmingham in 2010.  

 
 
Many thanks  to  Monsignor Rodrick  Strange  (St  Maryõs University,  Twickenham) for  leading 
the  school in the  celebration  Mass at  Our  Lady of  Willesden  church  on Friday  6th  Oct . In  fact  
2 masses were celebrated  with  Fr  Albert  leading the  Mass in the  school hall for  the  year  12 
and 13 pupils while the  Monsignor and Fr  Vincent  lead the  celebrations  for  years 7, 8, 9, 10 
and 11. The church  was packed to  the  rafters . The hymns, two  of  which were penned by 
Blessed John  Henry  Newman himself,  were sung out  and adding to  the  occasion. Monsignor 
Strangeõs homily about  Cardinal Newman was pitched  at  the  children  and based around 
Newmanõs life  and how he changed as a person and found  Jesus through  others  and through  
reading  scripture . He asked us to  let  Blessed John  Henry  Newman guide and inspire  our lives.  
The Newman boys did  themselves  and their  families  proud, not  to  mention the  College. Gifts  
offered  during  the  mass reflected  the  school life  and how the  college strives  to  be guided by 
Holy Spirit . Well  done to  the  Newman Community for  a very  prayerful  and joyous occasion. 
On return  to  school after  mass all pupils were given a chocolate  bar  to  conclude the  Feast  
day.  
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My New School 
LΩƳ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ DƻŘΦ 

LΩƳ ŀ ōƛǘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ 

.ǳǘ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ ǘƻƻΦ 

LǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ 
friends. 

!ƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ 

There for me, wherever I am. 

Thanks you. Amen 
By Michael Forster 

School Prayer 
Lord,  

Make me a better person,  

More considerate towards others, 

More honest with myself, 

More faithful to You.  

Make me generous enough to want 

sincerely to do Your will whatever 

it may be.  

Help me to find my true vocation in 

life, and grant that through it I may 

find happiness myself and bring 

happiness to others.  

We as this through Christ, Our 

Lord. Amen. 

 
Newman Catholic  College vibrates  afresh  to  the  sound of  
voices. Voices laughing and joyful,  catching  up on the  
events  of  the  summer holidays. Voices raised  in triumph  
as teammates  and friends  are cheered  on at  the  hoops or  
on the  Astroturf . Voices engaged in quality  teaching  and 
learning. And of  course voices, often  quiet  voices, bowed 
in prayer . A new academic year  has started,  with  an 
exciting  and challenging year  ahead. We welcome the  
Newman students  back. άHow you have changed?έ or  
άYouΩve gotten  taller? έ But  as we know from  science 
άGrowth  is the  only evidence of  life .έ (JH  Newman)  

  
For  me, as the  new Lay Chaplain, joining  the  staff  of  an 
outstanding  college, I  wanted to  make sure that  the  
Newman Community have a place to  pray,  reflect  and 
worship . A place to  talk  to  God as JH  Newman said, άI  
sought  to  hear  the  voice of  God and climbed  the  topmost  
steeple,  but  God declared : "Go down again - I  dwell among 
the  people." I  have rearranged  the  chapel, allowing the  
Lord  Jesus to  be the  focal  point . The chairs  are arranged  
in a curve so as to  symbolize the  embracing arms of  a 
loving Father . Does it  work? Time will  tell . IΩm open to  
feedback .  
My name is Mr  Roche. I  have worked  in schools and 
parishes  as teacher  and catechist . Some pupils recognised  
me straight  away, others  are getting  to  know me gradually . 
I  am out  and about  on the  playground during  lunches and 
am available for  all the  Newman community to  approach 
for  a chat  or  to  share a concern or  for  a shared  prayer . 
The chapel is open and ALL are welcome, as is my office  
(although  not  all at  once).  There  might  even be a custard  
cream.  
Every Tuesday morning, before  school starts,  there  is a 
Liturgy  of  the  Word  with  the  Blessed Sacrament . This  is 
open to  all, staff  and pupils alike. It  is a time  to  offer  to  
God the  day ahead, a time  to  stop  and to  find  GodΩs voice 
in our busy day. άLet  us learn to  cast  our hearts  into  Godέ 
St  Bernard  of  Clairvaux (1090-1153). Or  as St  John 
Baptist  de la Salle (1651-1719) wrote  άoften  remind  
ourselves that  God is with  us.έ 
On Wednesday, the  Form Masses at  Our  Lady of  
Willesden  have started  up again. Each week a Form group 
attend  the  10:00 mass with  Fr  Vincent  or  Fr  Stephen . 
They join  the  wider  community in this  act  of  worship,  
being able to  receive  Holy Communion or  a blessing, 
allowing an intimate  moment with  God.  

 
 
On Friday  Fr  Albert  celebrates  Mass for  different  Year groups. This  is an opportunity  for  
the  Liturgy  Group to  develop the  Mass and to  participate  in the  celebration  on the  Eucharist . 
It  is time  out  of  a busy day when we stop  and turn  our thoughts  and hearts  to  the  Almighty . 
I  am looking forward  to  working  with  all the  Year Groups in helping them  to  enter  into  the  
celebration . So let  us celebrate  together .  
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Mass ends with  the  words άthe  Mass has ended, go and 
serve the  Lordέ. How do we do this,  today,  in 
Northwest  London? Well,  Jesus gives the  answer. Pope 
Francis  points  to  that  answer. άA faith  without  works,  a 
faith  that  doesnΩt  get  you involved, isnΩt  a faith έ. We as 
a caring  Catholic  Christian  Community, a community that  
believes in an All -powerful  God, need to  get  involved in 
the  life  and living of  the  Community. How do we do 
that?  Well,  come along on the  journey  as we adventure  
into  a new Academic Year, remembering  JH  Newman άto  
live is to  change, and to  be perfect  is to  have changed 
often .έ    
Education  Sunday:  
What  a start  and then : - Education Sunday. How well 
the  Newman boys turned  out . Staff  too . Over  30 
children  were able to  celebrate  Education Sunday Mass 
in Our  Lady of  Willesden  church  at  11:00. With  banners 
unfurled  and eager volunteers,  Newman Catholic  College 
was ready . We were celebrating  to  gift  of  an education,  
a lifelong  thirst  for  learning. Newman, St  JosephΩs and 
The Convent of  Jesus and Mary  were also present . 
Readers read  from  the  pulpit  for  all schools. Gifts  were 
presented  as the  banners from  each school processed 
up the  church  and then  stood  proudly  before  the  altar  
rails . Fr  Vincent,  the  main celebrant  blessed the  staff  
and pupils present . He acknowledged that  the  staff  and 
pupils present  represented  staff  and pupils around the  
country  and the  world . He thanked  staff  for  the  work  
and commitment  to  pupils learning and asked God to  
continue  to  bless school staff  in all they  do for  the  
children  and students  in their  care. This  was followed  
by and round of  applause. Then the  students  from  the  3 
Harlesden  schools stood  up and received  a blessing, 
encouraging them  to  listen  to  their  teachers  and to  
develop a love for  learning. To strive  to  become the  
best  they  could be. This  was followed  by another  
rousing round of  applause.  
 

 Torchlight  Procession: On Sunday (8th  Oct),  it  was the  
torchlight  procession of  the  Statue  of  Our  Lady 
around the  streets  of  Harlesden . As we walked the  
rosary  was recited  and hymns sung. It  has a pleasant 
autumn evening, brilliant  witnessing  and asking Our  
Blessed Lady to  intercede  for  us all and for  London. 
Prayers were led by Bishop John  Wilson  assisted  by Fr  
Stephen  Willis . Newman boys turned  out  in great  
number once again along with  their  families . A number 
of  children  are becoming more aware and interested  in 
the  rosary  beads and the  rosary . I  have used this  
opportunity  to  show and pray the  Rosary with  them  
especially  during  the  month of  October  as we reflect  
on the  mysteries  and their  purpose in a life  of  prayer  
and loving a living.   

Do we say ΨȅŜǎΩ 
to God the way 
Mary did? asks 
Pope Francis 
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Harvest  òWe plough the  field  and scatter  the  good seed 
on the  landéó words from  a harvest  hymn sung in many 
schools. With  the  harvest  in the  countryside  completed  
farmers  thank  God for  the  bounty  from  the  field . With  
too  must give thanks  for  the  food  we have. During this  
half  term,  we have asked the  pupils and staff  to  donate 
food  to  the  local Food Banks (Sufra  and the  Harlesden  
Neighbourhood  Forum) to  help those  who need our help.  
We are thinking  of  others  and giving from  what  they  have, 
to  paraphrase  St  Teresa  of  Avila : òChrist has no body 

now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion 

on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to 

do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses 

all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 

yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body 

now on earth but yours.ò The tins  of  soup or  baked beans 
and packets  of  rice  and pasta are gratefully  received  by 
the  Sufra  and Harlesden  Neighbourhood  forum . This  will  
continue  to  be developed and hopefully  the  6th  Formers  
will  be able to  link  with  these  charities  through  their  
enrichment  sessions.  
  All  Saints  and Holy  Souls Fr  John Mary  led the  pupils in celebrating  this  holy day. Who are 

the  Saints  and what  can they  tell  us? This  question is one to  be explored  further  as we are 
all saints  (Eph2:19-20) and part  of  GodΩs household. School masses allowed the  pupils and 
staff  to  fulfil  their  obligation  and celebrate  with  the  school community.                                                         

November  is the  month traditionally  for  remembering  the  Holy Souls. All  staff  and children  
were given pages to  note  the  names of  beloved ones who have passed to  their  eternal  
reward . These lists  lie  in the  chapel before  the  altar  with  a special candle lit . Prayer  time  
and the  chapel are made available during  the  month for  people who wish to  spend time  
praying and remembering  the  Holy Souls before  Jesus present  in the  tabernacle .  

 Remembrance-To mark Remembrance Day all the  students  and staff  were able 
to  assemble and to  mark a moment of  silence for  all who have died in wars. We 
lay a wreath  of  poppies and prayer  for  those  who died and those  who were 
affected  by the  wars both  past  and current .  

 

άCƻǊ Christ plays in ten thousand 
places, Lovely in limbs, and lovely in 
eyes not his To the Father through 
the features of ƳŜƴΩǎ faces.έ   
Gerard Manley Hopkins  
  

 

Physical Presence: As the lay -chaplain I am there for all staff and all pupils. I have been in 
classes and on the playground, available to the college community. Discussions about lessons, 
lunches and leisure time with all faiths and with none. The chapel is used on a daily bases with 
organised events and as a place for individual prayer and reflection. The candle burns for the 
intentions of the school and the world around. Children come to sit, light a votive candle and to 
spend time with a Loving God.  The journey continues é.!! 
  
Whatõs Ahead: 
Advent:  
Sacrament of reconciliation.  
Christmas  
And thatõs only until January.  
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Once again the pupils and staff at Newman Catholic 
College have delivered. The new Chaplain has led the 
school in looking at the message from Pope Francis άŀ 
faith without works, a faith that ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ get you involved, 
ƛǎƴΩǘ a faith.έ With Christmas just around the corner, 
exams happening, the college community pulled out the 
stops and made a great effort to outdo previous years in 
their giving to children they will never know or probably 
meet. 

Some have packed 
individual boxes others 
worked together or as 
classes to pack as many as 
possible. Then, like {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ 
little elves the staff and 
pupils gave up their free 
time to make sure that the 
boxes were correctly 
wrapped and packed. Who 
is the present for? Is there a 
label on it? Fr Vincent, our 
local parish priest, came to 
give a hand. What a happy 
bunch as they chatted over 
what the precipitant would 
think of their present. Our 
final total 170 boxes 
collected. Merry Christmas 
from Newman Catholic 
College. 

 
  

170 Gift Filled  
Shoeboxes 

Thankyou NCC 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
  

Diwali Trip-Friday 27th October 2017 
On the last day before the October half 
term, we took our annual trip to the 
Hindu Shree Swaminarayan Temple on 
Willesden Lane to celebrate Diwali. 
Two year 7 classes,  Mr Roche, our school 
Chaplain and Ms O'Connell accepted their 
invitation to celebrate the festivities of 
Diwali with them in their mandir (temple). 
They had a lovely walk to the mandir and 
when they got there, the celebrations had 
been in full swing for a few hours. 
The pupils were taken aback by the lively 
nature of the mandir and the noise of 
people praying, chanting and worshipping. 
Diwali is the Hindu festival of lights and it is 
usually celebrated in late October or early 
November. People usually light small oil 
lamps and place them by their doors and 
windows to guide Rama back home. This 
comes from the famous Hindu story of 
Ramayana where Rama and his wife Sita 
were banished for many years from 
Ayodhya, a city in northern India. With the 
help of Hanuman, they were eventually able 
to return to Ayodhya and were crowned king 
and queen. It is a happy festival, where 
people usually give each other cards and 
presents. The pupils learnt all about this 
from one of the guides and were amazed at 
the amount of food that had been made and 
offered at the mandir. 
The students were then brought upstairs to 
enjoy their hospitality where the pupils were 
given a beautiful Indian vegetarian meal, 
which was a new experience to many but 
nonetheless went down very well! 
This is a trip we have done for many years 
thanks to the invitation of the Shree 
Swaminarayan Temple and it is one that we 
hope will be extended for many years to 
come!!  

                      Year 10 Trip to                               
        the Central London Synagogue 
As part of their GCSE studies, students 
have been learning about Judaism. At the 
synagogue, Rabbi Marcus pointed out the 
features: the ark/aron hakodesh, the 
external light/ner tamid and the 
platform/bimah. The Torah was taken and 
pronounced from the bimah. Prayer for 
Jews is judging oneself. 



hǳǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ŀǊŜΧΦ 
Chairperson and Head Boy- Vishal Satikuvar Year 12 
Chairperson-Jose Azevedo Year 11 
Vice Chairperson- Vladut Iacob Year 10 
Deputy Vice Chairperson- Andre Berende Year 10 
Secretary -Javan Bruff Year 11 
Secretary- Jonnah Bediako-Ntim Year 8 
Head Girl- Cristina Dimitriu Year 13 
Brent Youth Parliament Representatives (BYP) 
Joseph Ndarigumije Year 11 
Kurt Almirez Year 9 
 
 

The Student Council continues to meet every Thursday Lunchtime. 
Students discuss Learning and Progress, also well being and 
environmental concerns. 

L-R Head Boy-Vishal, Head Girl- Cristina, 
Jose Leader of the Student Council 

Our Brent Youth Parliament representatives 
Joseph and Kurt address a meeting 

On the 24th of November, three members of our 
Student Council- Thierry, Jonnah and Kameron spent the 
day at Brent Council as part of the Takeover Challenge. 
The purpose of the event was to have young people take 
over organisations for the day and learn about the world 
of work. Every young person has the right to have a say 
in the decisions that affect them, and the Takeover 
Challenge encourages them to exercise that right. 
The Children's Commissioner for England promotes and 
protects ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ rights to make life better for children 
and young people. 
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Vishal and Dillon addressed the Kensal Green Safer 
Neighbourhood meeting around the issue of safety as 
part of the further development of our City Safe Zone. 
Councillor Butt, Councillor Chan, Councillor Hector and 
members of MPS Brent heard their concerns. Roundwood 
Park has been subjected to some anti social behaviour 
and we want to get rid of this. We will be holding a 
Roundwood Park planning meeting on the 17th January 
3.30PM.  This is regarding the safety of the park for the 
local Community. Parents, staff and local residents who 
are interested are invited to join us.  

We are calling on leaders at 
Citizens UK to help us ensure 
the Home Office are delivering 
Passports and not Profits. This 
Christmas we are asking Santa 
Rudd (MP Amber Rudd, Home 
Secretary) to take 
the profits off citizenship fees 
for children and young people. 
We will delivered letters to 
Amber Rudd and Mark 
Thomson, director general for 
UK VISAs and immigration 
asking for a meeting. 
Why are we targeting the 
Home Office? 
Every time a child or young 
person has to make an 
application for leave to remain 
or even for British citizenship 
they have to pay huge fees, for 
which the Home Office makes 
a profit off of. This leaves 
vulnerable young people and 
their families unable to 
regularise their status due to 
their inability to pay such high 
fees. We ŘƻƴΩǘ believe that the 
home office should be 
profiting from young ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
passports, of which are 
so crucial to their future. 
 

Children into Citizens 
Action- Passports Not 
Profits 

Alber from our 6th Form 
addressing the Passports, not 
Profits gathering 

City Safe Roundwood Park 

North London Citizens AGM & Assembly                          
with the Deputy Mayor for Housing 

We took part in the Citizens UK assembly with the 
aŀȅƻǊΩǎ Housing deputy James Murray to discuss the 
London housing situation and progress made on promises 
made in April 2016, on financing community 
development, tackling rogue landlords and increasing the 
percentage of affordable homes. 
Top of the agenda included a request for the Mayor of 
London to compel developers to offer at least 35% 
affordable housing in new developments and continue to 
call in sites across London that ŘƻƴΩǘ meet this threshold. 
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Anti bullying Week 2017 took place from the 
13th- 17th November. The theme promoted 
difference and equality in schools with the tag-
line 'All Different, All Equal'. Members of our Anti 
Bullying Council made a video and presented at 
the Brent Anti Bullying Launch. Kurt in Year 9 
designed this beautiful poster to reflect the 
diversity of our school community as  Ψ!ƭƭ 
Different, All 9ǉǳŀƭΩ. 

As members of London Citizens, the school is 
a Living Wage Employer. The Living Wage is 
an hourly rate, calculated according to cost of 
living in the UK. The UK Living Wage is 
currently £8.75 per hour. The London Living 
Wage is currently £10.20 per hour. The 
calculation takes into account a basket of 
essential goods and services and provides the 
amount a worker should earn to give their 
family a basic but acceptable standard of 
living. The Living Wage Campaign believes 
that work should be the surest way out of 
poverty, and that employers who can afford 
to pay the Living Wage should do so. The 
Living Wage campaign is coordinated by the 
Living Wage Foundation, an initiative of 
Citizens UK. The Foundation provides advice 
and support to employers and coordinates 
regional and national campaign work. Our 
Business Manager, Mr Joshi represented the 
school at a Living Wage breakfast to celebrate 
Living Wage Week. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjo-byW2onYAhVK1xQKHfKEC2IQjRwIBw&url=https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/news-insight/news/theme-anti-bullying-week-2017-has-been-announced-%E2%80%98all-different-all-equal%E2%80%99&psig=AOvVaw21jKOwTIDK6UUFCLUwGkB7&ust=1513347843466854
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-lP7W9ovYAhVGPhQKHcu-BfoQjRwIBw&url=https://gcda.coop/2015/11/02/happy-living-wage-week/&psig=AOvVaw2z5oN--0oI7LrUnev0bQRY&ust=1513424175900088


Congratulations to all the Winners 
who have each received £250. 

Award  
Winners 

The Jack Petchey Foundation 
exists to raise the aspirations of 
young people, to help them take 
advantage of opportunities and 
play a full part in society. 
http:// www.jackpetcheyfoundati
on.org.uk 
 

Alber started attending 
the school in Year 10 and 
doing DT Resistant 
Materials for the first time 
he achieved an A grade in 
his exam. He is a very 
diligent and hardworking 
student. Alber was 
nominated by Mr 
Wheatle. 

September 2017 
Alber Choudhry 

October 2017 
Jay Mulimbi 

Jay has shown a high level 
of maturity, taking 
responsibility for his own 
learning and voluntarily 
studied throughout the 
summer months. As a 
result, he managed to 
treble his score in his Maths 
exam. Jay was nominated 
by Ms Vitamore. 

November 2017 

Enzo was nominated for 
supporting and 
encouraging fellow 
students to be more 
confident in class and he 
also supports them outside 
of the classroom. He is 
always willing to help staff 
and students alike without  
being asked. He is a helpful 
and friendly student. Enzo 
was nominated by Ms 
Smart. 

Enzo Ferrari    7J 

Leader Award 

Mr Playford 
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The Newman Catholic College annual Community Day 
took place on Saturday October 7th. This event was 
sponsored by Daniel's Estate Agents and is a major 
fundraising event of our Parents' Association (PTA). 
This event made us proud to be part of the amazing 
Newman Family! We had a great Community Day! This 
would not have been possible without the tireless 
efforts of Ms Regueira and Miss Grace, the student 
leaders and PTA members! Thanks to all NCC Staff, 
Students, Parents and members of the local 
community who came along to support or gave 
donations! Once again we had the beautiful Romania 
display and dancing from Mr Stîncanu and his 
team, Ms Englishby and her jewellery stall! Ms 
Bozyczko and Mrs Unwin from our canteen made 
delicious cakes. We really appreciated the delicious 
Nigerian food cooked by Emmanuel in Year 8's family. 
It was wonderful as always to have our local MP Dawn 
Butler officially open our event. It was also great to see 
Claudia Hector and Jumbo Chan our local Kensal Green 
Councillors. Ian from Kensal Green Safer 
Neighbourhoods Team and Richard our favourite PCSO 
from Metropolitan Police Service Brent who were 
providing valuable information on community safety. 
Thanks our raffle donors The Royal Oak, Rubio, Tesco 
Harlesden, Drama Queen Hairdressers, My Romania 
Community,  Mrs Fayez (mother of Farid) and Rita 
Taylor. Your support made it possible! Thank you! 
We had a variety of different stalls, food from different 
countries, sporting activities, music, 
dance performances, entertainment and more.  The 
event was officially opened by Dawn Butler our local 
Member of Parliament. Our local Kensal Green 
Councillors Jumbo Chan and Claudia Hector also came 
along. 
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Sir Ian McKellen visits NCC 
Newman Catholic College was delighted to host 
a visit by the world famous actor Sir Ian 
McKellen. The school has been working with 
Stonewall to promote tolerance and equal 
rights for the LGBT community and Sir LŀƴΩǎ 
visit was a key part of that campaign. In a 
mesmerising and wide ranging  speech he 
covered issues from the development of LGBT 
rights in the U.K , to his own experiences as a 
gay actor and some fascinating aspects of his 
stage and film career. Pupils were enthralled 
about his tales of Magneto and erupted into 
applause when he adopted his Gandalf 
persona and implored students to study hard 
or ά They shall not pass ά.The audience of 200 
students and staff  were also enthralled by Sir 
LŀƴΩǎ five minute rendition of a speech , ά grant 
them removed ά  from {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ά Thomas 
More ά. This concluded with the pithy and 
poignant comment ά be nice to each other 
ά.Following his speech Sir Ian responded to a 
broad series of  questions from the floor. The 
questions covered issues such as LGBT rights 
across the world and his experiences of 
intolerance in Hollywood. The visit concluded 
with Sir Ian meeting the  Student council and 
small group of staff.  

  

Newman Catholic College is proud of its 
ongoing endeavour to create a harmonious , 
loving , respectful and tolerant community. The 
school already has a UNICEF , ά Rights 
Respecting Award ά and earlier this year was 
chosen as the London Citizens school of the 
Year . Mr Coyle said that the campaign for 
equal rights and respect for the LGBT citizens 
has been warmly embraced by all at NCC and 
that the visit of Sir Ian McKellen had provided 
an experience and message that would live 
long in the collective memory of the school. ά 
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HOME IS WHERE                            
THE HEART IS 

Syria Saturday Club, an occasional Saturday activity at Newman 
Catholic College, new from September, provides a safe and 
happy home for refugee and migrant families known to the 
school. Families play and learn together, with mums and dads 
volunteering their talents and gifts to help the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Refugee 
Project Leader. The activity is centred around art & craft plus a 
cooking session. So far this term, almost 40 children have done 
autumn leaf printing, fairy cake decoration, tissue flower making 
& made their own pizza topping! Plenty of mess but great family 
fun! We now have added to the programme quiet Homework 
sessions and Storytime , by popular request. A Christmas special 
making Christingles and a trip to the pantomime, Snow White, 
will  bring the year to a joyous finale.   



HERE COME THE GIRLS 
After a successful pilot at the end of the summer, the Girls Group is 
now a permanent fixture in Newman Catholic /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ support 
programme for Refugee and Migrant Girls in Projects / 6th form. 
Through funding from Children in Need which has enabled the 
appointment of a Session Leader, Afghan Association Paiwand 
deliver the weekly Group to more than 15 girls every Tuesday after 
school. The Group seeks to be a safe and welcoming space for girls 
to make friends, enjoy fun, learn new skills and seek advice. We are 
particularly reaching girls who may not normally have access to 
social activities beyond the home. Team games, fitness classes, 
craft activities and cooking are proving very popular and it  is hoped 
we can expand to a 2nd session delivered by The Running Charity 
next year.  



Trip to Saint Joan of Arc- 
Inspirational Speaker:              

Mr David Dein 
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On Monday 25th September we were invited by 
Saint Joan of Arc school to take part in their 
άLƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ People In {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ programme to 
listen to a talk by David Dein. 
David Dein is the former Vice-Chairman of Arsenal 
Football Club and former Vice-Chairman of the 
Football Association. He was, until 2007, a co-
owner of Arsenal Football Club where he once 
owned 42% of the club. He was also the President 
of the G-14 group of European football clubs and 
has been part of the committees of UEFA and FIFA 
and was also the President of 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ World Cup 
bid for 2018. 
He was instrumental of the formation of the English 
Football Premier League and responsible for 
Arsenal Football /ƭǳōΩǎ appointment of Arsene 
Wenger and their move from Highbury to the 
Emirates Stadium. 
With such a successful career and life, it was a 
wonderful opportunity to hear his about his life 
journey and advice that he had for young people 
today. 
We travelled to Rickmansworth on public transport 
with a group of 6th form students. 
We were warmly greeted and looked after by St 
Joan of Arc School. 
David Dein spoke about his personal life, his entry 
into the football world and some of the challenges 
and successes in establishing the Premier League 
and running a modern day football club in the 
business world. He gave many valuable insights and 
advice that we hope will prove to be inspirational 
to the students who came on the trip.    

Thank you to Daniels Estate agents who 
thanks to Ms Reguiera have become a 
wonderful supporter of our school 
events. They presented us with a cheque 
for £700 part of which was matched 
funding for our Community Day and part 
of which was prizes for our Bingo Night. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSz_CLr5jYAhWLWhQKHevTBtEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ourproperty.co.uk%2Fdirectory%2Fdaniels-estate-agents%2F10067033&psig=AOvVaw049jSTvnzzdv2xGnHnlpgN&ust=1513851670775563
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Hello my name is Rodrigo Beltrane. I am 12 years old 
and in year 8.  Every Monday after school I go to Miss 
Nguyen's room (Room 35). Miss Nguyen runs the 
Digital Skills club which Miss Serena does for us but I 
have never met her. Some kids met her already and 
said she was really nice because she bought them 
to the robotics museum and hamburgers.  Sorry I went 
off there. I love learning about computers, web design, 
game programming and other fun stuff in the digital 
skills club too. 
In this club we do a lot of fun stuff, I am the Vice 
Captain of the club, I missed the opportunity of being 
Captain but Vice Captain requires a lot more hard work 
than the Captain. The Captain just smiles and talks to 
everyone, but I do the work.  I designed posters for the 
computing club and you can design posters as well. 
In the Digital Skills club you can make and play your 
own games. It's fun to design your own game. I made a 
fish eating version of Agario. 
In this club we will have a lot more fun next 
term especially because of the trips we will do. We are 
going to Apple store in Westfield for a workshop. We 
also get snacks like fruit and juice every time we go to 
club.  
I'm really excited about the Digital Skills club and my 
dream job is to be a Game Designer, people that work 
with computers earn a lot of money about £35,000 a 
year or £70,000 a year, so if you want to have a 
computer career come to the Digital Skills Club and you 
will learn what you never knew. 
Digital Skills Club- Mondays at 3.05pm in Room M35 

Who are Urban Survival? US provides life skills and motivation for school students filling 
the άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΩ gap provided in private education but missing in state schools.  
They help  them to achieve their life goals through confidence building, sense of well-
being and pride. Their mission is to facilitate their escape of the negative portrayal by 
media of their lives and situations.  US programs for secondary school students focus on 
the learning of skills related to an individual course. Teaching problem solving, lateral 
thinking in todays conflicting world of mixed messages and confusion, acting as a parent 
as they come of age. Concentrating on ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ well-being and promoting positive 
attitude we offer a cross-curricular approach to learning and a deeper immersion into a 
subject. We support students on their journey, to gain work, continue training, secure an 
apprenticeship or go on to further education. 
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Our partnership with                                                                     
Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School 

Urban Survival held an Alumni Dinner with Sir Nicholas 
tŜŀǊǎƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ /ƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǎƛŘŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
by current and ex sixth form students. Year 8 students 
provided the service. 

Urban Survival- Mrs Balfour in conjunction with Miss Beirne Francis organised the 2nd 
Annual ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Conference. Our girls listened to some inspiring guest speakers- Angela 
Clarke, Rhea Gargour, Dr Fiona McKinney, Dr Maya Di Robilant and Crystal Luk. We also 
welcomed girls from Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School, Capital City, The Convent of Jesus 
and Mary Language College. 

The partnership work between the two schools continues to grow and develop. Our Year 
7 students joined the First Form students from Cardinal Vaughan for  a partnership mass. 
The celebrant was Father Mark Vickers 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8i5LuxfHQAhXIfxoKHWMiD08QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardinal_Vaughan_Memorial_School&bvm=bv.141320020,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEDqpGtQhUR1v94GQadMyZSGDwVkQ&ust=1481731428244794
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This year we have had Drop Down Days for Years 7-
10 which are part of our Personal, social, health 
and economic (PSHE)  
These have been a success. Mr Finnie has now 
trained three Year groups 7,9,10 in the techniques 
of CPR Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation.  
The Year 9 Drop Down Day focused on 
Democracy and Participation. Students had a 
session on London Citizens. They took part in 
workshops on Knowing Thyself as well as a poetry 
and rap session. An interactive session, creating 
their UK and being MP for a week. 
http://createmyuk.org/ 
http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-
resources-lesson-plans/mp-for-a-week-game/ 
The Year 7 Drop Down Day focused on Resilience.  
Workshops included Exploring resilience and the 
role that it plays in learning and in life,  Yoga, 
Entrepreneurial Skills, The Anxiety  Game. 
The Year 10 Drop Down Day was focused on Sex 
and Relationships. Students participated in 
workshops on Child Sexual Exploitation  
 with our Police Schools Officers, Explore 
(The realities of marriage and lasting relationships 
in our society today) Healthy & Unhealthy 
Relationships and Sexually Transmitted Infections. 
We have two more days planned after Christmas 
Year 8 Health and Well Being on January 9

th
 and 

Year 7 Your Life You Choose on January 19
th

. 
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Maths Department News 
UKMT Maths Challenge:  
  
This year the Maths department is excited to be able to extend our 
participation with the UKMT Maths challenges. The students involved 
last academic year thoroughly enjoyed it and this would be a great 
experience for your son, so do encourage them to get involved this 
year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have also managed to secure a place in the regional final for the 
UKMT Team Maths Challenge in February 2018. This will involve a group 
of 4 students (2 from year 8 and 2 from year 9) competing in a series of 
four rounds: group round, crossnumber, shuttle and relay. In the next 
few months selected students from year 8 and year 9 will be able to 
compete for a place in the final team. If successful, the team will go on 
to compete at the National Final in June 2018.  
 
Additionally, we have the opportunity for students from Year 7, 8, 9, 10 
to compete in the individual challenges against other students around 
the country.   

 
 
  
  
  
  
  

Already this year a group of 
year 12 students competed 
against a range of schools at 
the UKMT Senior Team Maths 
Challenge which included three 
rounds: group round, 
crossnumber and shuttle. They 
found the day mathematically 
stimulating and enjoyed 
meeting other keen 
mathematicians from around 
London.  

 

Year 12 with the organiser at the UKMT Senior 
Maths Challenge 2017 



Royal Institute Maths Masterclasses 
  
This year we have five year 9 students applying for a place at a 
sequence of 6 Maths masterclasses run by the Royal Institution, 
February to April 2018. Please keep your fingers crossed for 
them. We also have one lucky year 12 student who has already 
secured a place for the year 12 masterclasses. These sessions 
will be led by experts from industry, academia and education 
and will offer students the chance to investigate maths topics in 
depth, combining theory with interactive exploration. The 
students who attended last year found it incredibly inspiring as 
it showed them a whole new side to mathematics and the 
endless possibilities it offers.  
 
Booster/Intervention sessions: 
 
Year 11 revision sessions continue to run until the GCSE exams. 
These take place on Wednesdays after school (3-4pm). 
Thursdays before school (7:45-9am) will begin in 2018. 
 
The very successful and well-attended Maths Homework Club 
continues to take place in Room M47 on Mondays 3:05-4:05pm. 
The sessions are run by Miss Joseph, and students from all year 
groups are welcome to attend.  
 
UKMT Maths challenge club will run on Friday lunchtimes in 
Room M47 with Miss Palmer from now until the competition.  
  
Equipment:  
 
All students are required to have their full equipment, including 
a Maths set and a scientific calculator. These are available to buy 
from the Maths office at a subsidised cost: £1 for a Helix Maths 
set, and £7 for a Casio fx-85GT scientific calculator.  

  

Maths Department News 



On Friday 17th November 2017 14 students from year eight and year thirteen performed an 

amazing production of The Merchant of Venice to a large audience of 250 people as part of the 

Shakespeare Schools Festival, at Watermans Arts Centre. The cast were exceptional and the 

performance wowed the audience. The students showed up and expressed strong emotions, 

different genders and ages, different religions and different personal and professional battles; 

using a range of drama and performing skills. The audience were beyond excited and were left 

wanting more. We began the project in September but in the six weeks build up to performance 

day we rehearsed every day after school for two plus hours. The boys worked incredibly hard and 

were continually dedicated, professional and full of energy and excitement. The whole production 

was led by the cast, with actors from year eight and sound lighting and homemade props by two 

sixth form students, with Miss Hardy directing and overseeing it. The students and Miss Hardy 

worked hard as an ensemble to ensure everyone was included, shared ideas and felt heard. It 

has brought a huge array of confidence, new friendships and fun into their learning. Many of the 

teachers, LSAs and senior leaders of the school have commented on the actorsô professionalism 

and dedication on many occasions. Following the show, this particular group of students were 

specially selected by one of the school governors to attend and participate in the running of the 

Newman annual alumni dinner. As part of the project festival the company director, Iain Jones, 

wrote a personal appraisal for Newman Catholic College. He said the students are ñrewarding, 

gutsy and committedò with a ñstrong ownershipò over the play and performance. Miss Hardy has 

signed Newman up for the next academic years festival and we cannot wait! 

Shakespeare Schools Festival 
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Shakespeare Schools Festival 



On Wednesday 21st November, 48 Newman students from Year 10 and 12 
Paul journeyed to Shaftsbury Avenue to witness a unique interpretation of a 
Robert L. Stevenson classic: Dr Jekyll and Hyde. 
 
Before the trip there was an air of excitement amongst the students (and the 
staff who accompanied them). Dr Jykell and Mr Hyde is part of the GCSE 
syllabus and requires students to know the story inside out, explore the nature 
of the principal characters and get inside the mind and intentions of its writer 
Robert L. Stevenson. For any student in the country this can be a challenge 
but I feel this is a particular challenge for many of our students whose first 
language is not English and students who have recently arrived to the country 
and the GCSE system in the last year. This was an opportune time to invite 
our students to experience a version of this text live. 
 
We had no idea what to expecté 
 
We arrived promptly to the Ambassador Theatre near the theatre capital of 
London. The train journey there was smooth and I was impressed with the 
manner in which our students carried themselves.  
 
Inside the old Victorian infrastructure, we took our seats (split up amongst the 
crowd because there were so many of us!). Curtains were down. Lights 
lowered. Music began and we entered a magical lightshow.  The introduction 
prompted speculation that we were about the witness something very 
different! The pace of the first 3 minutes was filled with special effects and a 
chaotic rhythm of actors and stage props. We were óWowedô  
 
Even more brilliant was the reaction of our Newman students who raved 
about the experience on the way home. Many exclaiming: óthat was 
interestingô or óoh my gosh sir!ô. Granted this was not a typical interpretation of 
the classic novel, but we all realised is that it gave great insight into the 
female context of the time and the battle with equality. This is not explored in 
the text so actually they students will have a deeper insight into the 
background of the novel. The new GCSE exams require our students to be 
more critical and think óoutside of the boxô with new and original ideas ï 
perfect! 
 
This night - once again - demonstrated the power of giving our students a 
holistic experience of education, and, I am optimistic, an increase in future the 
literature results.  
 
Mr Marlon Edwards ï Head of English 
 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 



Reading for 

Pleasure  

TRANSITION NOVEL As a 
welcome to the Newman 
reading community, all 
year 7s were given a 
novel ς River of Ink - to 
read during the summer.  
Students enjoyed reading 
the book and its sequel 

Autumn Term Top 10 Most 
Borrowed Books: How 
many have you read?  

Accelerated Reader is used to help students to 
choose books within their reading level.  This 
term students have worked hard to exceed their 
personalised targets. Congratulations to the 
following students 

Yusef Abdul-Rahman 
Rowan Barclay 
Denisson Carvalho De      
Jesus 
John De Gala 
Kamani Edwards 
Justin Evora 
Musa Hassoun 
Sami Khalid 
Gabriel Kowalczuk 
Robbie Majewski 
Iman Naseri 
Yƛŀƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
Cameron Robinson 
Mohammed Shakib 
David Shamon 
Musa Ahmed 
Emmanuel Alase Obron 
Albert Camarines 
Adam Chahi 
Melchezidek De Four 
Owen Freeman 
Rhuvawn Hector 
Dhruv Hirani 
Asaru Lesfrance 
Varoon Lotlikar 
Daniel Marples  
Samuel Medhane 
Raghav Nangare 
Kayden Niles Allen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eugene Nwanonye 
Figo Pinto 

Daniel Purcaru 
Javani Scott 
Sidon Tefagebriel 
Anthony Wilson 
Oliwier Zajdel 
 Emmanuel Abebe 
Hasan Al-Timimi 
Kurt Almirez 
Meghav Bhushan 
Gavin Bond 
Simeon Bozhizov 
Mihir Chauhan 
Jeriel Da Silva 
Samuel Davis 
Michael Hall 
Walid Hssini 
Talah Khan 
Ozzy Majewski 
Nimeire Mavounda 
Arvie Nicolas 
Juan Perez 
Vikash Ramesh 
Reuben Soares 
Keniel Vales 
Sandip Valgi 
Caio Veroneze 
Elias Yabiib 

 
   

1. Zenith, Helen Dennis 
2. Firewing  Kenneth  Oppel 
3. The Last Straw, Jeff Kinney 
4. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 

Roald Dahl 
5. Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Jeff Kinney 
6. Cabin Fever, Jeff Kinney 
7. James and the Giant Peach, Roald 

Dahl 
8. The BFG, Roald Dahl 
9. Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator, 

Roald Dahl 
10. Eagle Strike, Anthony Horowitz 
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Library Calendar  

WORD MILLIONNAIRES 
Congratulations to the students have 

read over 1 million words since 
September 2017 

 
Mohammed Shakib 

Raghav Nangare 
Cameron Robinson 
Hasan Al-Timimi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Month Theme Event 

January Graphic Novels Shadowing Excelsior 
Award for the best 
Graphic Novels 

February Celebrating 
Culture and 
Heritage 

March World Book Day 6th March 
 

April  Shakespeare 17th ς 28th April 
Shakespeare Film 
Festival 

May The World: Then 
and Now 

June Books on Screen 1st ς 29th June 
NCC Film Festival  

July Create Space Lunchtime and after 
school maker 
sessions  

We only had three minutes to 
evacuate the field. The humming of 
war-hungry engines broke the 
deafening silence. The earth 
beneath our feet trembled as the 
olive drab tanks crawled across its 
wheat covered skin, just barely 
glimpsing the enemy over the 
horizon. We crawled across the 
seared battlefield with the on-going 
mantra in our heads: ΨŎƻǳƭŘ there 
have not been another ǿŀȅΚΩ 
Covered by the little packets of 
silence we advanced to the whistle 
of the wind. It only took one terror-
struck soldier to recommence the 
murder. 
He took the shot. 
The echoed gunshot had begun the 
symphony of gunshots and weapons 
of mass destruction, with the lone 
soldier as the conductor: the 
constant clashing of the conjoined 
reload system and the gun smoke 
that escaped from them was a 
sound and sight all too familiar for 
us; the cloud of whistling bullets 
surround us, cutting through the air 
with ease like a tactical knife 
through rope. We had only three 
minutes in the beginning, now we 
only had God on our side.  
  
By Kevaughn Jamieson 11 J 

ENGLISH Creative writing piece 

WORD 



History Department  
Forth  coming  opportunities  in  the  History  department  at  
Newman  

Year  10  Holocaust  seminar  at  the  Jewish  Free  School . 

Year  9 and  10  Leadership  course  with  the  Facing  History  
Charity  

Year  7 and  8 Archaeology  Club  with  the  Museum  of  London  

 

Have  a go  at  the  History  Quiz . How  many  can  you  answer  
correctly?  

 

 

 

History -  Christmas in the past Quiz!  

1. What did was a òKissing-boughó 
used for at Christmas in Medieval 
England?  

A) The Lord of the Manor would have to kiss a peasant 
for Good Luck.   
B) It was a type of Mistletoe and people would kiss under 
it for Good Luck.    
C) It was a branch that holly would be tied to.  



2. In Tudor England, Christmas was celebrated in wealthy 
homes by having ôSweetmeatõ and huge displays of sweet 
foods made with sugar. But why was Sugar used?  

A) The Tudors believed sugar to be an essential food group.  
B) Sugar was cheap and easily available, so many dishes could be made out of it.  
C) Sugar was very expensive and only the rich could afford it, so having 

ôsweetmeatõ banquet was a way of showing off your wealth.  
3.Although the Christmas Tree was in use several years before, 
who is given credit for introducing the Christmas Tree to 
England?  

A) Prince Albert, Queen Victoriaõs husband.  
B) Winston Churchill, The British Prime Minister in WWII.  
C) Henry VIII, A Tudor King.  

4. Tom Smith  was an apprentice  in London in the  early  19th  century . On a trip  to  
Paris in 1840, he admired  the  French  sugared almond bon-bons (Small sweets)   
For  seven years he worked  to  develop the  bon-bon into  something more exciting,  
but  it  was not  until  he sat  one evening in front  of  his fireplace  that  his great  
idea came to  him. Watching  the  logs crackle,  he imagined a bon-bon with  a pop. 
He made a coloured  paper wrapper  and put  in it  another  strip  of  paper 
containing chemicals which, when rubbed,  created  enough friction  to  produce a 
noise. He knew that  bangs excited  children  (and were said to  frighten  evil  
spirits)  What  had Tom Smith  invented?   

A) Popping Candy. 
B) The Christmas Cracker  
C) Christmas Stockings.  

5. In the 19 th  Century, there were lots of names for 
Father Christmas, which of these is not a name for 
Father Christmas?   

A) St Nicholas  
B) Sinterklauss   
C) Father Gifts  

6. In Medieval times, the poor would eat a pie made from all the leftover parts 
of the animal once the rich had finished it! What was this pie known as?  

A) ôumble pie  
B) Bramble pie  
C) Scrambled pie  

History -  Christmas in the past Quiz!  


