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Dear Parent/Carer, 
This has been a marvellous year in the history of this school, we have had our best 
ever results and inspections in December and May described the school as άƎƻƻŘέ 
and άƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ respectively.  In addition London Citizens nominated us as 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ of the ̧ ŜŀǊέ for 2017. 
In my opinion what underlines all of these achievements is the wonderful 
atmosphere that exists at Newman Catholic College.  A visiting Headteacher 
described it  as a happy school.  Behaviour is wonderful and relationships  in 
hŦǎǘŜŘΩǎ words, άǎǳǇŜǊōέ  it  is no wonder that pupil numbers are rising so rapidly. 
It will  be difficult  to repeat the successes of the last academic year but please rest 
assured that we will  do our best. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents and pupils for their 
first class support since September.  In addition my deepest gratitude to the 
Governors who guide this school so marvellously.  Finally, I would like to offer best 
wishes for the future to those staff who are leaving us this year and in particular 
Maria Hughes who is retiring after 30 years in this institution. 
A peaceful and restful holiday to all. 
See you back on September 6th. 
Regards 
  
D.P.Coyle 
Headteacher 
 



We have a very strong liturgical life, with masses held in our 
Chapel every Tuesday morning. Students participate in the 
Parish mass at Our Lady of Willesden every Wednesday. On 
Fridays, we hold Year group masses. 
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Chaplaincy 

We represented the school at the Brent schools Deanery Mass at St Mary 
Magdalen Parish. We joined other secondary schools at the Good Samaritan 
Mass at Westminster Cathedral. The Good Samaritan mass was in aid of the 
Catholic /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Society - a charity that is well known to NCC. 

Congratulations to all 
of our students who 
recently received the 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation in their 

local parishes. 

The Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes is from 23rd July to 29th July 
2017. Lourdes is the  site of a series of apparitions of Our Lady to St Bernadette, 
Lourdes is now a place of healing visited by 5 million Roman Catholics each year. 
The theme of this year's pilgrimage is 'The Lord has done great things for me'. 
Our Sixth Form students will volunteer as red caps helping push people in 
wheelchairs around Lourdes and taking part in the processions as part of the 
liturgy.  
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Chaplaincy 

Marian May Procession-On Sunday 14th May, we joined 
Father Stephen Willis and the parishioners from Our Lady 
of Willesden Parish on their annual May procession 
through the streets of Harlesden NW10 to honour Our 
Lady. As we walked, the Rosary was recited in English and 
Portuguese, hymns to Our Lady were sung. Along the way 
there were blessings for several people with statues and 
images of Our Lady. As we passed St Matthew's Willesden 
Church of England there was a shrine to Our Lady set 
up. When we arrived at the Convent of Jesus and Mary 
Language College, we listened to the beautiful words of 
Abbott Hugh Allan O.Praem who is Prior of the Norbertine 
Priory of Our Lady of Sorrows and St Philip Benizi, 
Chelmsford, and the Apostolic Administrator of the 
Prefecture of the Falkland Islands and Ecclesiastical 
Superior of the Mission sui iuris of the islands of St Helena, 
Ascension and Tristan da Cunha. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

On May 17th and 18th The Catholic Life of the School and the Religious Education 
Department were inspected by the Diocese of Westminster. 

The key findings were: 

Classroom religious education is outstanding  

The Catholic life of the school is outstanding  

The content of classroom religious education is outstanding  

Pupil achievement in religious education   is outstanding  

The quality of teaching   is good  

The effectiveness of leadership and management in promoting religious 
education is outstanding  

The place of religious education as the core of the curriculum  is outstanding  

The experience of Catholic worship ς prayer and liturgy ς for the whole school 
community is outstanding  

The contribution to the Common Good ς service and social justice  is 
outstanding  

The partnership with parents, school and parish, and collaboration as an integral 
part of the diocese through its relationship with the diocesan Bishop and those 
acting on his behalf  is outstanding  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management in promoting the Catholic 
life of the school is outstanding  

 

 

WE ARE 
 

OUTSTANDING 

If you wish to read the full report it is on our website 
www.ncc.brent.sch.uk in the Information section under Diocesan Report 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8t_yNg4HVAhUEnRQKHRUzCEoQjRwIBw&url=https://2015.denver.wordcamp.org/outstanding-sponsors/&psig=AFQjCNEVR6lowZtpi7S0VoI3M6nmVpj3OA&ust=1499855420619181
http://www.ncc.brent.sch.uk/
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

¸ŜŀǊ мл ŀƴŘ мн tŀǳƭ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ Ψ{ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ 
not {ƛŘŜǎΩΦ The workshop prepared students to make a positive, 
solutions-focused contribution to debates on Israel-Palestine.                   
Students got to  interact with Israeli and Palestinian peace activists. 

Students have participated in workshops linking to the new GCSE RE 
Curriculum 

We had a visit from CAFOD who addressed Year 10 and Year 12                   
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ w9 {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ /!Ch5Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

On July 4th, Year 10 and 12 Paul had a drop down day 
working with Caritas. Students took part in 5 workshops 
which focused on Dignity and Catholic Social Teaching, 
Solidarity and Peace, Dignity of the worker, Option for the 
Poor, Community and Participation 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZ8e7oiIHVAhWJuxQKHYEOBfQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.solutionsnotsides.co.uk/faq/&psig=AFQjCNGmzkePK0ich8v3_hQjZkUGVxh_lA&ust=1499856977775568
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjAu-SWioHVAhVK6RQKHbTcCG4QjRwIBw&url=http://cafod.org.uk/&psig=AFQjCNHUFVcprHwdUR-UF3D0ACzYlldKsA&ust=1499857349448475
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjo24jdioHVAhUK6RQKHZNpCnwQjRwIBw&url=http://rcdow.org.uk/news/caritas-westminster-grenfell-tower/&psig=AFQjCNGsQFByw64BvBq834la824d258g6g&ust=1499857491661340


We have been accredited as a Refugee Welcome school through our work to 
welcome, provide orientation and integration for refugee families. 

Citizens UK, the national community organising charity, and NASUWT, the 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ Union, have joined forces to promote Refugee Welcome Schools, an 
accreditation scheme to recognise schools that have made a commitment to 
welcome refugees in their institution and community, educate all their pupils 
and staff about the importance of refugee protection over the course of a 
year, and participate in campaigns to improve the lives of refugees in the UK.   

We make sure those seeking sanctuary in our school and wider community 
experience a warm and generous welcome; we have a Refugee Awareness 
Plan: to educate their pupils, staff and community on the issue of refugees 
and the importance of providing a welcome; and a Refugee Action Plan: to 
participate in community campaigns that improve the lives of refugees in the 
UK.   

We were supported to complete our application by undergraduate students 
from UCL Institute of Education, who worked with us to review existing 
refugee provision and develop new ideas and resources.  
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A poem written about Newman Catholic  

The school bell is a siren 

I wonder if it reminds them of Syria 

Of Afghanistan 

Of the hollowed out places on a map 

So many of us would not recognise  

When asked 

The hallways are a prayer mat 

To stand and turn east 

To the places that are long gone 

To the places they lost 

To the channel they crossed  

And the lorry they lay in  

Where no one saw them, no one knew who  
they were 

Their heads turn to the police station 

Where their voices contort 

Into ragged shapes 

άL ŀƳ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴέ 

So much still a child 

 His pristine shirt collar is folded like the        
wings  of a dove 

Once sent across an ocean holding twigs 

 We are all still children 

We are all cutting out sunshine from bright 
yellow card 

Folding the wings of a dove begging it to fly 

 The father sitting in school listening to  
someone tell him  

that his son is welcome here 

That he can come back 

 

 

 

 

 

That he can come back  

.ǳǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

He listens to someone tell him 

With kindness softened eyes 

That no one is going to push him away 

But boys push anyway 

Boys push anyway 

Because boys will be boys 

And girls will be girls 

!ƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ōƻȅǎ Ŏŀƴ  

But we try and we try and before you know if  

Girls can play football  

And girls can get on the bus and walk into school 
ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳǎ ōƻȅǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ  

In their shaking hands and faltering tongues 

I step into the assembly hall 

L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ōǳǘ L ǇǊŀȅ 

I clasp my hands and I say god 

Be gracious 

Remind me to be kind 

Like hearts cut out of paper 

 Here heart speaks unto heart  

Prayers echo like mantras 

In shaking scripts  

Lƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ȅŜǘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 

.ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 

It is peace and hope and prayer  

Because prayer is something you can hold  

We are all here praying together  

We are all holding on  
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Judith Gerstenkorn 17.05.17 

 



Grenfell Tower is a short distance away from where we are located. We reach out 
in solidarity to those affected by the tragedy, who have lost their lives, been 
misplaced and had everything destroyed. We put out an appeal for clothing and 
other goods. The response from our school community was amazing. Students 
spent time sorting clothing, toys, bedding etc to be dispatched. On Friday 23rd 
June we held a Green for Grenfell non-uniform day fundraising event as part of an 
initiative organised for Catholic Schools by the Diocese of Westminster to raise 

funds for the Grenfell Tower Appeal. We have raised £1065 for the victims of the 
tragedy. Year 7 Paul students used their initiative to collect money individually in 
their local communities and they raised £160 towards our total 
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SUPPORT FOR GRENFELL TOWER  
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We have welcomed over 500  Year 5 Students from 18 different Primary Schools to our 
Taster Days. Students participated in a range of lessons, particularly Science, PE, Drama, 
Computing and Design Technology. Our Year 7 students enjoyed the opportunity to take 
on Leadership roles, looking after our visitors.  

YEAR FIVE VISITS 

Ex Furness Primary students were 
particularly excited to be reunited with 
their Year 5 teacher Ms Powell Francis 

DAWN BUTLER MP VISITS 

On Polling Day, we had an impromptu 
visit from our local member of 
parliament and friend of the school, 
Dawn Butler as well as Councillor 
Muhammed Butt, the leader of Brent 
Council. 
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We welcomed Tahmid, our new Brent 

London Citizens organiser.  
The Sixth Form 
students 
continue t focus 
on Hate Crime 
and its impact in 
the local 
community 

Jonnah, Dillon and 
Raeyi conducted 
CitySafe training for the 
staff at Santander 
Bank, Aspect Real 
Estates, Kenron 
Electrics and Proper 
Plumbing. 

We attended the North London Citizens summer 
gathering at Ark Academy. This event was an 
evening of solidarity with the people at the Refugee 
Welcome house in  Finsbury Park. 

Our London Citizens group meet every Wednesday after school in 
Room M39. Please come along and join us. 
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Year 8 Afternoon Tea Event 

We had our annual sleepover on June 30th. The evening began with a 
Quiz followed by a movie. This year, students sought sponsorship and 
this money was added to our Grenfell Tower fundraising total. Thanks 
to Miss hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ Mr King, Miss Geiss and Miss Grace who took part. 
The students were very excited and the last student finally went to 
sleep at 2.15am.  

The Year 8 Food Technology students 
prepared afternoon tea for some 
elderly members of the local 
community. The students cooked the 
food, served it and also entertained 
their guests. Their professional effort 
and delivery was outstanding. 



Student Council 
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The Student Council continue to meet weekly to discuss issues such as 
teaching and learning, pupil progress, the school environment and other 
issues of concern. 

We have elected Jose, Vlad and to the Student Council Leadership team as 
our Year 11 leaders began their GCSE exams. They have taken their roles 
of chairing the meeting very seriously. 

The voice of young people is important so 
the Student Council were consulted by 
Megan from the Harlesden Forum. 

This Harlesden Neighbourhood Forum  is a 
group of people working together to make 
Harlesden a better place in which to work and 
live. The initial purpose of the Forum is to 
create a Development Plan for Harlesden. This 
clearly states what we, as a community, want 
to see happen in Harlesden. 
Our students were consulted about what 
facilities and opportunities they would like to 
see in place for young people.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwuuSglYLVAhVMNxQKHWcHA1AQjRwIBw&url=http://www.harlesdenneighbourhoodforum.com/&psig=AFQjCNHEuVSHMYouueYu_daMQfVzRh7Flw&ust=1499894664156628
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiz4e_JlYLVAhUBMBQKHdYxBDAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.harlesdenneighbourhoodforum.com/&psig=AFQjCNHEuVSHMYouueYu_daMQfVzRh7Flw&ust=1499894664156628


REVIEW OF THE ROBOTICS TRIP 

On the 19th April 2017 we went on a very informative robotics trip with Miss Nguyen, 
my computing teacher, Serena and Jake from the US Charitable Trust. I learnt how robots 
manifested and how A-I has changed over the years. From this I learnt how easy 
something can be once you know the basics to do so. 

For example code. Coding seemed impossible at first but with a little  help and some 
YouTube videos it  didn't seem all that hard after a while. Now I can create a simple quiz 
game using if, else,or and ==. 

After the exhibit Serena bought us all burgers and chips and deserts at the Deep Blue 
Diner. My most enjoyable moments would of course have to be the food however we 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ here to talk about the food so I would say the Artificial Intelligence exhibit was my 
first and favourite part of the trip, it  taught me how A-I developed over the years. 

Kodomoroid communication android was the most realistic looking android I saw at the 
exhibit however the IMAX seemed the most child friendly and less intimidating.  

In the future I want to be a professional animator using blender and Mine-imator and I 
knew working in a Digital Skills class after school on Wednesdays with Miss Nguyen, 
I would help have a better understanding of how computers work and what I can do to 
make my renders better or my pc faster. 

Jake and Sarina were very generous to let us go on the trip and we are very grateful for 
the opportunity!          Thanks  AmarionThompson 
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Musical Extravaganza 
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We are very appreciative of the ongoing support provided to the 
school by Serena Balfour and the US Charitable Trust who have funded 
our extended school activities. On July 13th we were entertained by 
the musical talents of our students who had been working with 
specialist dance and performing arts teachers. This was a culmination 
of six months hard work on weekends and evenings. The students 
performed songs and drama from Ψ[ŀ La [ŀƴŘΩΣ Grease and Westside 
story. The students involved had participated in the extended school 
activities provided by the US Charitable Trust- public speaking, film 
and media studies. 



Educational Visits 
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On Monday 17th July over 80 students with 100% attendance went on a 
reward trip on the Emirates Cable Car, a cruise along the Thames and they 
explored modern architecture. 

Students visited the Houses of Parliament on July 13th and watched part of the 
session in the House of Commons from the public gallery. They participated in 
a workshop about Voting- Proportional Representation and first past the post. 
They were presented with certificates by James May from Dawn Butler our 
local MPs office.  
άLǘ was an amazing experience. We learnt a lot of things about the Parliament 
and the way the parties publish new laws. ά Nura 12 Paul 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ trip to Parliament has really been a great experience and unforgettable. 
We learnt about the different types of votes and saw a debate live in person.έ 
Dillon Year 7 Francis 

Our ΨDƻƛƴƎ for DǊŜŜƴΩ progress reward trip took place on Tuesday July 18th. 
This was for students who made the most progress in their year level. Over 
100 students ventured to Thorpe Park for an exciting action packed day of 
thrilling rides and experiences. 

 



Camino Walk to Santiago 
De Compostela in Spain 
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The Camino de Santiago or the Way of St. James is a spiritual journey 
that pilgrims of all faiths and backgrounds have walked for over a 
thousand years coming together at the tomb of St. James in Santiago 
de Compostela in north-west Spain. Santiago de Compostela was 
proclaimed the first European Cultural itinerary by the Council of 
Europe in 1987. Some buildings along the route, both religious and 
secular, are of great historic interest. The route played a fundamental 
role in encouraging cultural exchanges between the Iberian peninsula 
and the rest of Europe during the Middle Ages. It remains a testimony 
to the power of the Christian faith among people of all social classes 
and from all over Europe. 
From 14th-21st July 2017, nine students from Newman Catholic 
College are walking part of the Camino about 115km accompanied by 
Mr Playford and Ms Perez. Mr Playford is very experienced as he has 
walked the Camino twice before during the summer holidays of 2012 
and 2014 and this is his third year of taking students. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimn777poLVAhXMuhoKHa00Dp8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/408631366163557168/&psig=AFQjCNF5UAT3w0iSFHoqaijX80xlhGa9Aw&ust=1499899374015732
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The Newman Catholic College Music Department continues to contribute to the 
whole school masses and assemblies. All students sing at least once a week. The 
Newman Schola Cantorum visited Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School to hear 
their group sing. 
A number of students took and passed their ABRSM exams. To succeed in the 
exams and become an all-round musician students need a range of interlocking 
skills ς in performance, technique, notation, and listening and musical 
perception ς as well as knowledge, understanding and creativity. 
Our Summer Concert was a popular event. There were some outstanding 
performances from all of our rock bands and steel pan bands. Our singers and 
musicians also supported the US Charitable Trust Musical Extravaganza. 
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EXPLORING 
AMAZING 

LANDSCAPES 
SAVING THE BEST TRIP   

UNTIL LAST 

Project Newman B  

Project More B  

During our final trips for this academic year, we were delighted to take part 
in two workshops at the British Library where built our knowledge on the 
importance of research and how to conduct it. We learnt about sacred 
books and we had the chance to see and learn about the oldest vǳǊΩŀƴ and 
Bible. 

 
EAL 


