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Dear Parent/Guardian 
As you can see from this spring term edition of ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿƳŀƴέ it 
has been another marvellous term at this school.  Whilst we were 
pleased with the praise that Ofsted gave us in December we have 
now put this behind us and have embarked on our journey to 
outstanding.  I have no doubt whatsoever that this achievement 
will be accomplished in the next few years.  My confidence is 
based on the excellent quality of teaching that exists at Newman 
Catholic College and the wonderful atmosphere of positivity and 
good humour that is generated by our fabulous student body.  
These characterises run through ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿƳŀƴέ. 
Finally, I would like to thank all parents, staff, pupils and governors 
who work ceaselessly to make this institution a great place in 
which to work and study.  Have a lovely Easter holiday and see you 
all back at Newman Catholic College on Tuesday April 18th at 
8.40a.m. 
  
Regards 
D.P.Coyle 
Headteacher 
  
 



Newman Catholic College and 
Cardinal Vaughan Memorial 

School Partnership 
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We have completed another successful 
period of collaboration with Cardinal 
Vaughan, our partner school. In this time we 
have shared our expertise and developed 
professional practice in a partnership that is 
proving to be valuable and rewarding.  
On Monday 20th February, our whole staff 
took part in a ŘŀȅΩǎ conference along with 
Cardinal Vaughan staff and other local 
primary schools. Five of our staff, Ms 
Abimbola (Assistant Headteacher), Mrs Dore 
(Assistant Headteacher), Ms Jasiczek & Ms 
Mullahy (EAL Department Leads) and  Mr 
Dunne (Deputy Headteacher) presented 
workshops throughout today on themes 
varying from teaching and learning to 
literacy and assessment. Mr Coyle was the 
final keynote speaker for the whole event, 
and he shared his reflections on Catholic 
Leadership. 
As well as having shared Ofsted training and 
staff being involved in lesson observations 
across both schools, a recent high point of 
the partnership was the visit of Bishop John 
Sherrington to Newman Catholic College. 
Bishop Sherrington celebrated mass with 
our Governors and the Cardinal Vaughan 
directors on Thursday 2nd March. This acted 
as a formal celebration of our partnership, 
and both headteachers spoke warmly of the 
benefits our collaboration has brought both 
schools.  
We look forward to the possibility of 
extending this partnership and the exciting 
opportunities it offers to both schools.  
Mr Dunne. 
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Our Newman Catholic College 
Citizens team attended the Annual 
Schools Conference and won two 
prestigious awards: School of the 
Year and Largest CitySafe Zone 

2017. 

 
London Citizens Second Annual Schools 
Conference which was held on Thursday 
2nd March 2017 at Kings College 
London. It was a gathering of schools 
who work in partnership with Citizens 
UK from North and South London.  It 
was a celebration of the hard work and 
dedication of all students in London; 
who have brought safety and equality to 
their local communities in the past year. 
Not only was it a chance to celebrate 
our work, the second part of the 
conference had workshops to share and 
teach best practice in taking social 
action in schools.   
Citizens UK unites people of different 
faiths and backgrounds to work together 
for the Common Good, the conference 
was an important event as in the wake 
of Brexit, funding cuts to inner city 
schools and ongoing education 
challenges, it is important we work 
together with senior leaders, students 
and teachers from across London for the 
common good and to make schools the 
best they can be. 

Our London Citizens team made of 17 
students, from Years 7-13 gathered in 
Kings College London, along with 12 
other schools in the famous Great Hall. 
It was a key moment when Miss Grace 
and Jose (Year 11) were asked to chair 
the event on the day. The special guest 
at the event was Baroness Tessa Jowell 
who gave the keynote speech and 
presented the awards on the day. The 
awards that were being presented to 
schools were post-16 Leader of the 
Year, pre- 16 Leader of the Year, Local 
Action of the Year, The CitySafe Award 
and (the most prestigious of them all) 
The School of Year. Newman Catholic 
College won two prestigious awards 
Largest City Safe Zone 2017 and London 
Citizens School of the Year 2017. 
 



Not only were we winners of two 
prestigious awards, the students were 
given the privilege and opportunity to 
deliver a workshop to other schools on 
Safety ς Making our streets safer for 
students. Citysafe, is a campaign to 
create safe havens for vulnerable people 
on our streets, both students and adults. 
Newman Catholic College has created 
the largest Citysafe zone in the country 
and in the process built hundreds of 
relationships in the community and with 
local businesses. We have worked closely 
with the Police and the Council and 
inspired the people of Harlesden to see 
young people as an asset not a burden. 

 

Our upper school students (Year 10 and 
11) delivered the workshop to students 
and teachers from other schools in 
London. The workshop was an 
opportunity to showcase the work we 
have done and help other schools make 
the same change in their local area. The 
lower year students (Year 7, 8 and 9) had 
an important task to go to other 
workshops jobs being delivered, take 
notes and report ideas back to our 
London Citizens team in the next 
meeting.   
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Patron Saint Poster Competition 

The Patron Saints of NCC 
Å St Thomas More 

Å St John Fisher 

Å St Joseph 

Å St Benedict 

Å St Francis 

Å St Paul 

Å Blessed John Henry Newman  

Å Cardinal Hinsley 

 

 

Mr Dunne delivered an 
assembly about our 
school Patron Saints. He 
then set a challenge to all 
Tutor Groups to produce 
posters about their Patron 
Saint. There was a lot of 
competition which 
produced outstanding 
results 
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Patron Saint Poster Competition 



This year Newman Catholic College joined 
10,000 young people who were part of FLAME 
2017. On Saturday 4 March, young Catholics 
from every diocese gathered on Wembley 
Arena to give a dynamic and  inspiring witness 
to our faith. There were wonderful speeches 
and beautiful music, great opportunities to 
meet many friends from the chaplaincies of the 
other schools, but more than that it  was an 
occasion to ponder on some very important 
ideas such as mercy, social justice, compassion 
for our neighbour in need and how young 
people can use their zeal and energy 
productively, each day doing something good, 
something  positive , helpful and caring in 
expression for their love and concern 
for others. 

The culmination of the event was the 
Eucharistic adoration, led by Cardinal Nichols. 
It was very humbling to watch and to join two 
Cardinals and many Bishops in sharing special 
time with Jesus.  

For the students and I FLAME was this 
incredible opportunity to catch  'The Holy Fire 
of God' and to follow Christ with renewed 
strength. With such a nourishment it becomes 
natural to commit more passionately, more 
fully more selflessly to follow the light, which is 
Christ and to do what St John Paul ll  once 
asked us to do: 

'Courageously  follow the path of personal 
holiness and dignity nourish yourselves with 
the Word of God and the Eucharist' for 'the 
holier you are, the more you can contribute to 
building the Church and society.Ψ 

Mrs Boulter (School Chaplain) 
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Chaplaincy 

http://cymfed.org.uk/flame2017/
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Chaplaincy 

Students who attended the service in Our Lady of Willesden during the 
week for Christian unity. 

We celebrated Ash 
Wednesday which marks 
the beginning of Lent 
with two masses 
celebrated by Father 
Adam 

Catholic Primary Schools Deanery Conference- Bishop John Wilson 
and Bishop Sherrington. 
  



Focus on Lent 
We are currently in the season of Lent. Lent is a time to prepare for Easter and to think 
about our relationship with God. It represents the 40 days when Jesus was tempted by 
the Devil in the desert. Catholics focus on prayer, fasting and almsgiving (giving to 
charity) during this time. 

In my assembly on Lent,  I set students a challenge to improve 

1. Their prayer life 

2. Their religious literacy on Lent. 

Students can do this by reading the bible and listening to what God has to say. 

In her assembly, also relating to Lent, Miss Grace asked students to turn a 
negative into a positive and challenged students to 

ÅShow kindness to others. 

ÅSend a text to encourage a friend 

ÅBe the one who is always willing to go the extra mile                                                                             
for people 

ÅSpeak to a friend who might be lonely.  

ÅPray for someone every day  

ÅHave an iPad or electronic-device-free-day 

ÅtǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ 

ÅDonate money to charity 

ÅLearn a new skill, join an after school activity 

 

Mr Hughes 

Curriculum Leader Religious Education 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΩǎ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ                                           
and his prayer intentions 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Interfaith Dialogue                                                                                                            
at Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School 

Our Year 10 Students took part in an Interfaith Dialogue at Cardinal 
Vaughan Memorial School. Students were debating the problem of 
hate speech around the world. There was a video link up and 
discussion with schools from the Ukraine and Israel. 



Student Council 
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Our Student Council continues to meet weekly on 
Thursdays at lunchtime. The purpose of the School 
Council is to represent student views and opinions 
on a variety of issues and to be a forum for active 
and constructive student input into the daily life of 
the school community. 

We have regular reports and feedback from 
different groups such as Brent Youth Parliament, 
Brent Anti Bullying Council and London Citizens. 

We discuss Pupil Progress, Teaching and Learning 
and Environmental Issues. 

The Student Council have been present at school 
community events as our ambassadors. These 
include, Refugee Welcome, Community Day, PTA 
Bingo Night, Cardinal Vaughan/NCC Governors 
Mass, Christmas Concert, Battle of the Bands. 

We were consulted by the local Harlesden Hub n 
what young people want in the community. 

Dillon and Jonnah in Year 7 had initiative and set 
up a waffle stall at the PTA Bingo Night, to raise 
money for the Student Council. 

We have a Student Council suggestion box outside 
Miss DǊŀŎŜΩǎ office. Please feel free to post any 
ideas and suggestions in there.  
 

Chairperson- Mukhtar 
Vice Chairperson- Vishal 

Head Boy- Bruce 
Head Girl- Alcyna 



Performing Arts 
As a department we are fortunate to have developed connections with high profile arts 
organisations such as the Youth Music Theatre, the Donmar Warehouse, the Tricycle 
Theatre and the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama.  Such links are being well 
maintained by our Project Manager, Sandra Abode.  All of these organisations provide the 
department with free workshops, free specialist tuition and free theatre tickets.  These 
resources are worth thousands of pounds and all have been enjoyed by our students this 
term.   

The Youth Music Theatre introduces bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ More-Able Students to an ever expanding 
range of performing arts skills to ensure they can take ownership of their artistic heritage.  
MAS students will then be in a position to spread this practical knowledge across 
bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ community thus honing their leadership and communication skills while 
reminding bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ students and staff alike of their artistic entitlement which is so 
important in the current climate.    

The Youth Music Theatre also continue to support our Year 11 students by preparing them 
for the group and individual performances which make up their Level 2 assessments.  
Dominic McHale, a professional director and actor who has worked in a range of arts and 
community settings such as the National Youth Theatre, is also facilitating this ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
devising work, alongside Mr Jalil.  All of this cohort speak English as an Additional 
Language and had no or little Performing Arts experience prior to starting their course less 
than two years ago and it is striking how the opportunity to explore their attitudes and 
experiences through their devised work has unlocked the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ powers of expression.   

Our Extended Diploma (Level 3) students have been pushed extremely hard this term.  
They have been expected to independently interpret, rehearse and perform complex 
scripts by the Oscar Nominated Kenneth Lonnergan and the multi-award winning Enda 
Walsh.  These scripts tackle the issues facing young people such as mental health, 
isolation and trust whilst revealing the transformative effect of friendship.  Our students 
have to apply deep and detailed naturalistic theatre techniques for these plays to actually 
feel ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ to an audience.   We have been impressed by the strength of these 
performances from a group, like Year 11, who consist of many students who have only 
been speaking English for a couple of years and who joined the course with limited 
Performing Arts experience.                                                                                                                             
Concurrently the Extended Diploma students have had to immerse themselves in physical 
theatre.  Earlier in the term they devised an informal physical theatre performance 
facilitated by Endy McKay, who has worked with DV8, which required both physical and 
mental courage as well as trust in this Frantic Assembly inspired piece which included lifts 
and creative use of space.  This work is now being developed through a performance 
based on Romeo and Juliet with {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ verse and prose being only one form of 
expression of a story about forbidden young love.    
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The merging of {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ verse with abstract physical expression is quite a feat but 
fortunately the cohort have been supported by four very capable students from the Royal 
Central School of Speech and Drama who have just completed a placement at Newman.  
The benefit of working with students at the next stage of their Performing Arts training, 
many of whom are very close to our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ages and therefore can easily remember 
how it feels to be in their position, has been inspiring for the Extended Diploma students.   

 As we at Newman provided Royal Central School of Speech and Drama students with a 
placement our Extended Diploma students were offered complimentary tickets to a 
Complicite directed show performed by /ŜƴǘǊŀƭΩǎ Acting students in return.  Actors from 
the show came into Newman to deliver a free Complicite workshop to prepare students 
for their performance of Maktub.   This thrilling workshop further cemented the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
appreciation of how ŀŎǘƻǊǎΩ movement and voice alone can be used to express a location, 
a particular cultural environment and an atmosphere.    

Anyone who wishes to work in the Performing Arts must recognise the need to take charge 
of what will be a varied career often working in short projects.  Therefore Mrs Beirne 
Francis has been delivering a vital unit Working as a Freelancer in the Performing Arts to 
balance our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ enthusiasm for performance with the realities of conducting such a 
career.   

 Finally the Extended Diploma students are preparing for next ǿŜŜƪΩǎ Variety Performance. 
The Students were given the theme of ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ in [ƻƴŘƻƴέ and have prepared a range of 
material to suit the genre of a Variety show. The show includes Gender Impersonation, 
Magic, Comedy and Urban Dance. The students have used their own life experiences and 
other resources to help develop their material. The other influences include theatre 
practitioners and classic British comedy such as ά¢ƘŜ Two wƻƴƴƛŜǎέ iconic άCƻǊƪ /ŀƴŘƭŜǎέ 
sketch. All donations raised from the performance will be donated to ά¢ƘŜ Teenage Cancer 
Trustέ. 

The Subsidiary Diploma (Level 3) group are also immersed in a similar approach to scripts 
for the same unit as the Extended Diploma students.  Their scripts by award winning 
playwrights Joe Penhall and Rebecca Gilman are from the turn of the Millenium.  The 
scripts explore what happens when a dangerous person disrupts the lives of young 
professionals.  Again this group of students have been assisted with this work 
predominantly by two of the Central placement students.   

The Subsidiary Diploma students will be learning how to perform in mask for their final 
unit at the beginning of next term.  This group have attended a number of performances 
at the Donmar Warehouse and will shortly be starting a project at Donmar which will be 
directed by a top professional director.   
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Performing Arts 
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Performing Arts 

GCSE Performance 

BTEC Level 3 Performance 
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Congratulations to the following 'Artists of 
the Month' 

January - Japesh Dhanji  12X Project 

February -  Thiago Ferreira Xavier - 12 
Hinsley 

March -  Vikash Ramesh - 8 Benedict. 

  

At present the GCSE students are preparing 
for their final 10 hour exam.  

They have begun to display their visual 
images in preparation for the external 
examiner visit in June. Att. photos. 

We cordially invite all parents to view the 
end of year Art Exhibition on Thursday 13th 
July 2017  3.30 - 5.00 
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The Newman Catholic College Music Department is continuing to develop for the 
betterment of the students at this school.  

Singing 

A continued focus on singing in KS3 lessons and in year group assemblies has been 
progressive development for spiritual life of the school. All students sing at least once a 
week, this is something the school can be proud of, and the quality of the singing is going 
from strength to strength. The Newman Schola Cantorum is continuing to develop, under 
the careful guidance of Mr S Lewis and their performance at the Ash Wednesday Mass 
shows that this still relatively new group of singers can accomplish big things in the future. 

ABRSM 

A record number of students are taking QCF recognised music exams this Easter. On the 
1st March 16 students took graded music theory exams, their names follow;  

Grade 1 - ALADOR ABEBE, KEVIN BOGDANOWICZ, RAMSES CARINGAL, RAKHIM KAMARA 

Grade 2 - JONATHAN BENNETT, LUCAS DA SILVA, ROMAIN EBANKS, CHRISTIAN HALL, 
KEVAUGHN JAMIESON, GABRIEL MAFRA, HUBERT MAKUCH, JAY MULIMBI, IRANUSH 
THARMAKULASINGAM, MILAN VARSANI.  

Grade 3 - MARK FIGUEIREDO, ROBERT TUNZA 

Their results will be published at the end of March but all of these students have worked 
very hard to prepare for these tough exams and all expect to pass.  

On the 27th March 14 students will take QCF recognised graded music performance exams 
their names follow; RHUVAWN HECTOR (Grade 1 Guitar), HARUN ALI (Grade 1 Guitar), 
MILAN VARSANI (Grade 1 Guitar), CAIO VERONEZE (Grade 1 Guitar), OYIYECHUKO OKOLO 
(Grade 1 Piano), OZZY MAJEWSKI (Grade 1 Piano), LUCAS DA SILVA (Grade 2 Guitar), 
IRANUSH THARMAKULASINGAM (Grade 2 Guitar), ADAM CHAHI (Grade 2 Guitar), 
JONATHON BENNETT (Grade 2 Piano), MEGHAV BHUSHAN (Grade 3 Guitar), MARK 
FIGUEIREDO (Grade 4 Guitar), KEVAUGHN JAMIESON (Grade 4 Piano), RUSELL CRUZ (Grade 
4 Piano). Results will be published in April. 

 I think it is important to mention here the Grade 1-3 is a Level 1 qualification, Grade 4 and 
5 are level 2, that is the same level as a GCSE so the Grade 4 students will be gaining the 
equivalent of a GCSE in Piano or Guitar performance which is excellent. The highest grade 
a student has currently achieved at Newman is a Grade 4 so hopefully in the summer or at 
Christmas we will have our first grade 5 candidate! 

Mr Playford, Curriculum Leader Music 

 
 



Battle of the Bands 

The annual Ψ.ŀǘǘƭŜ of the .ŀƴŘǎΩ will take place on the 29th March at 6pm. This even is 
always a great event and this year we are adding some new and exciting aspects to this 
event. For the first year it will be judged by ex-students who all played a huge part in 
the music department over the last 6 years. They are Malik De Four, Jack Jenkins and 
Amsu Peart and they will be performing a special one off performance for us. We will 
also have the Ψ.Ŝŀǘ hŦŦΩ where the beat makers of the school play one minute of music 
each competing for the £50 cash prize! We will have a staff performance which I am 
really looking forward to. We will have performances from our Steel Pan Bands and I 
haven't even mentioned all the Rock Bands that will be competing for the Title of NCC 
Band of 2017 (prize to be announced on the night). Put the date in your diaries, after 
the success of the Christmas I guarantee you don't want to miss this! 

 
                   New Newman Recording Studio  

 
Due to the growing interest in Music Technology at NCC, the Music department 
is investing in a brand new Recording Studio. Students from KS3 up to Btec/A 
Level are in the Music Department every day developing their skills and 
collaborating on recordings with each other. On the left is a picture of some of 
our Btec Music students experimenting with Mic placement for their recording 
project.  
The progress these students have made recently has been outstanding and there 
has never been a better time to be studying Music Technology at Newman. We 
will  be running BTEC and A level Music/Music Technology courses from next 
September for those wishing to continue studying at Newman after year 11 - For 
more information, feel free to contact Mr Burt in the Newman Music 
Department.  
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aǎ DƛƭƭΩǎ ¸wт ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ !ǇǇƭŜ /ǊǳƳōƭŜ 
with some oats for an added crunchy 
delicious texture.  
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The crumble is made from flour, sugar, 
butter and oats for that great texture 
we mentioned earlier! 

Shane cuts his 
apple into 
chunky slices, 
ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
mushy crumble. 

Stephen uses a 
different strategy 
and cuts his 
apples into cubes, 
this will also 
prevent mushy 
crumble ς bravo! 

For a sweeter flavour, Favio   
chooses red apples  

Instead of sugar the boys add 
raisins, they know that natural 
fruit sugar is much healthier 
ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜŦƛƴŜŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
put the crumble on that Liam! 

Melchezidek is trying to 
remember how long to bake it for, 
ƛǎ ƛǘ мрƳƛƴǎ ƻǊ нлΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ 
Melchezidek, just take it out when 
ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ōǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ ƛǎ 
bubbling around the edges ! 

5ƘǊǳǾΩǎ crumble is perfectly 
even! He must have borrowed 
a spirit level from RM to get it 
so flat! 

As with all practical lessons. The 
class finishes with a debrief and 
evaluation. What went well? 
What went wrong? How can I 
make it better? Can I eat it now?  
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MANJEET VIRDEE ς DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY MANJEET VIRDEE ς DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

The Pewter Keyring is 
back! This time it comes 
with vacuum formed 
promotional packaging! ς 
όǘƘŀǘΩǎ th{ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ 
ȅƻǳ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜǎΧΦύΦ 

After making the keyring, 
the boys use wet and dry 
paper to sand off any 
scratches. Javani uses a 
clamp to hold his down 
making the task much 
easier. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ Kai polishing 
his work freehand! 
See how the yellow 
jumps out.  

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ 
keyrings. Cutting out letters really 
helps the boys with their cutting 
skills. Their designs will become 
more cutting edge as they become 
more experienced. 

aƛƎǳŜƭΩǎ is not 
quite finished but 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪΣ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ 
the idea.  hƭƛǿƛŜǊΩǎ one keyfob to rule them all. (A keyfob 

is what old DT teachers call a key ring).  

Yellow and green 
should always be 
seen! 

Once Oliwier has 
sanded off the 
scratches. He then uses 
the polishing motor to 
remove any fine marks 
and to give a beautiful 
shiny finish.  

Matueus Cuts out the 
mould for his vacuum 
formed packaging.  
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aǊ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ¸wт Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
seasonal pop up cards. See some 
ǿŀŎƪȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ƘŜǊŜ Χ 
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Mustafa is going for the bold 
simple background and 
awesome bunnies. 

Eugene shows us a wide range 
of ideas from the bright and 
cute to the dark and 
mysterious Hmmmm 

Rami shows his work in 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ L ōŜǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
seen an Easter card with a 
bunny silhouette on a bright 
red background! 

Instead of sugar the boys add 
raisins, they know that natural 
fruit sugar is much healthier 
ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜŦƛƴŜŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
put the crumble on that Liam! 

Asaru looks like hes put 
some of his Easter 
chocolate designs on his. 
See those chocolate 
mountains with white icing 
on top! 

Michael is going for the quirky 
off the wall branding! Planet 
Cow and a bunny up a tree, 
created by Big Teeth card 
makers no less. 

The students must also design 
and make their own custom 
made envelopes here. No 
popping down the post office 
shop for a pack of 10 white 
C4s! Here is Marcos designing 
his. 



 

21 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΧIŜǊŜ ƛǎ Patryk 
showing his detailed engineering 
skills way back in YR9 with this 
mechanical helicopter! 

bƻǿ ƛƴ ¸wмн !Ω ƭŜǾŜƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ 
Design he is making a very complex 
storage unit. See how amazing it is, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭΗ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ Σ tŀǘǊȅƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
Product Design student, we will 
visit the rest of his class next term! 

This is my personal 
favourite, An Easter 
card with  Bugs 
Bunny on a blue 
animal print 
background. It 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ 
edgier than that! 

The cards all 
feature a back and 
front as well as a 
pop up interior, 
here is 5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ! 

Cute overload from Samir! 

This is the interior This is the front and 
back.. 

Mohamad is making 
his packaging for his 
keyring.  He is a 
Resistant Materials 
student. 
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On a mild Tuesday evening in March, 21 Newman students from Years 10, 11 and 12 ventured to the 
glitzy West End to view a critically acclaimed production of J.B. tǊƛŜǎǘƭȅΩǎ An Inspector Calls. It did not 
disappoint. 
  
Before the trip there was an air of excitement amongst the students (and the staff who accompanied 
them). An Inspector Calls is a part of the GCSE syllabus and requires students to know the story inside 
out; explore the nature of the principal characters and get inside the mind and intentions of its writer 
J.B Priestly. For any student in the country this can be a challenge but I feel this is a particular 
challenge for many of our students whose first language is not English. This was an opportune time 
to invite our students to experience this text live and with the professional interpretations of its 
director and actors. 
  
We arrived promptly to the Playhouse Theatre near the beautiful Embankment 30 minutes before 
the show. The train journey there was smooth and I was impressed with the decorum in which our 
students displayed throughout.  
  
Inside the old Victorian infrastructure, we took our seats (one row from the front!). Curtains were 
down. Lights lowered. Music began and we were inside the world of J.B. Priestly.  The four 
dimensional feel of the play was enforced by actors appearing from behind the audience, real rain (at 
least it felt that way),  explosions and a collapsing house! Brilliant.  
  
Even more brilliant was the reaction of our Newman students who raved about the experience on 
the way home. Many exclaiming that they gained a better understanding of the play as well as the 
principal characters. For some it was their first experience of ever going to the theatre.  
  
This night demonstrated the power of giving our students a holistic experience of education and dare 
I say it ς the opportunity to increase the literature results in this years D/{9Ωǎ.  
  
Mr Marlon Edwards ς Head of English 



Macbeth  
Produced and Performed by  
Newman Catholic College  
Watermans Arts Centre  
15 November 2016  
 
Appraised by Christa Harris  
Many congratulations to the cast and crew of 
Newman Catholic College on their fantastic 
production! LΩŘ like to highlight a few things 
from this group that stood out, wowed the 
audience and made this Shakespeare Schools 
Festival night an evening to remember. 
  
This was gripping performance of Macbeth, 
performed by a cast who kept their focus and 
created a memorable, well-crafted and 
rhythmic piece of storytelling, working hard 
even with last minute challenges!  
 
The ensemble worked brilliantly together, 
creating beautiful stage pictures. We had the 
eerie, red setting of the blasted Heath at the 
beginning of the piece, a well staged banquet, 
and the returning motif of the witches in the 
background during all of Macbeth's and Lady 
Macbeth's plotting and undoing.  
 
Furthermore, this cast not only supported 
each other within their ensemble work, but 
supported each other off stage too, ensuring 
their show went smoothly and everyone was 
on the right track - A very professional cast!  
 
 

This was also a very technically accomplished 
group. Each performer had chosen a clear way to 
characterise their part which further helped 
create the world of Macbeth on stage. They 
showed their ability to convey their character's 
emotional journey, their excellent grasp of 
Shakespeare as well as their physicality and their 
vocal work, which was brilliant in terms of 
projection and diction too.  
 
There was a very creative use of props which 
helped enhance all of the action on stage. The 
swooshing of the ǿƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ capes, the gory death 
of Macbeth and Banquo, as well as the incredible 
sounds created with tapping pipes on the ground 
at the beginning, really added to the eerie 
atmosphere and sense of doom which built 
throughout the piece.  
 
Macbeth was atmospheric, eerie and thrilling to 
behold. An excellent piece of theatre performed 
masterfully by a dedicated, professional cast.  
άLǘϥǎ a significant achievement to do something 
as difficult and aspirational as perform one of 
Shakespeare's plays on a professional stage. 
Everyone who's taken part should be so proud of 
themselves.έ  
 
Ruth Brock, SSF Chief Executive  
 
I would like to congratulate everyone involved in 
this superb production.  



12Y are currently working with acclaimed poet 
Raymond Antrobus ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ t9bΩǎ 
Brave New Voices: A City Reimagined project. 
 
Pupils work with Raymond for two hours a 
week exploring poetry, performance, language 
and stories.  They have been inspired by poets 
from all over the world telling their stories of 
displacement, resettling and identity. 
 
At the end of the project pupils will be 
performing at a special event which many VIP 
guests will be invited to.  They will also be part 
of a published city wide anthology and will see 
their own work in print. 
 
So far the group has explored the features of 
poetry and what makes a piece of writing a 
poem as opposed to a rap or a song, and what 
these genre have in common.  They have also 
experimented with descriptive writing, using 
metaphors to describe emotions. They have 
made up impromptu stories and developed 
their speaking skills by debating whether the 
books we read have to be true or not. 
 
In their last session, the group wrote short 
pieces about things they cared deeply about 
and also responded to their ǇŜŜǊǎΩ work by 
writing short letters to them.  This turned out 
to be quite a moving session as students 
shared their experiences of loss, separation and 
the importance of family. 
 
The group is thoroughly enjoying the 
programme and is gaining a lot from it in terms 
of language development and increasing 
confidence in speaking and performance. 

Poetry Writing with  
English Pen & The Arts Council 


