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The Newman 
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DearParents/Carers
I welcomeyou to this edition of Ψ¢ƘŜbŜǿƳŀƴΩ. It hasmadeanother incredible term
when our entire community has had to dig deep into its reservesof resilienceand
character. Asyou will know, we havebeenable to meet thesechallengesand ensure
that your child continues to receive both a first-classeducation and develop as a
youngpersonableto thrive in our society.
Thequality of our online learningduringJanuaryandFebruarywasoutstanding,and I
thank so many of our families for returning the evaluation, which confirmed this
view. The engagement level was awe-inspiring, and the staff and pupils
deserveimmenserespectandrecognitionfor their endeavours.
Equallyimpressivewas the return to schoolof the entire cohort on March 8th. The
two-week focus on ensuringthat the Lateral Flow Testswere administered did not
underminethe smooth transition backto learning. We were rapidly able to return to
schoolroutinesandnormalcy.
We are all looking forward to the summer term. Despite having to maintain the
bubbles, the school can begin embedding its culture of high standards, fabulous
behaviourand great relationships. Fornow, however, it is all about wishingeveryone
connectedto this wonderful schoola marvellousholidayanda goodrest.

Staysafe,
D.P.Coyle.
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Our fundraising activities for the next two years will support an óAfter-School

Programmeôin the Beirut schools, in a partnership between UK-based The Constantinian

Charitable Trust (TCCT)and their partner CARITAS Lebanon. Its aim is to prepare Syrian

refugee and disadvantaged Lebanese children, irrespective of faith and gender, in serious

danger of dropping-out of school, for eventual vocational/technical or Higher Education

by ensuring their continued State education. The 3-year program of After-school teaching

and planned activities (currently held in four centres with a total enrolment of 400) in

Beirut, aims to promote their rights, provide protection, and give hope to their families

and neighbourhood. The Trust hopes first to raise £325,000 for the Dekwaneh Centre,

South East Beirut and the Ain El- Remmaneh Centre, South Beirut to ensure their funding

for three years.

£325,000

Target 

Charity Fundraising Partnership

We have now raised £1329 towards our total. Most 

recently we raised £639 from our Wear Green Own 

Clothes Day which we held on St Patricks day

£1329

so far



Thewinnersfor the JackPetcheyawardsfor academicyear2020/ 21:
The following students have received an award for their outstanding
contribution to others. They have all been recognisedfor going above and
beyond. Thiswould be in volunteering,sharinghelp, supportingpeers,assisting
staff,beingresilientamongstmanyother areas.
Each student should be very proud of this achievement especiallyover a
challengingperiodfor all of society.

Huda Alkatib
Hasan Al Tamini
Faizan Ahmed
5ŀƭŜ 5Ω/ǊǳȊ 
Joene Mampovista
Hawa Sadat
Jason Barlika
Melchizedek {Mel} De Four
Antonio Kipo

The TeachersLeader award was awarded to Miss Belinda Goodin for her
continued outstanding work with mentoring students, supporting them in
complexand challengingtimes, usingpersonaltime to follow up and makethe
difference. Shegenerallyhelps all staff, wider community and pupils in their
wellbeing. She is a real asset to the school community of Newman Catholic
Collegeandstrivesto maketime to supportwhomeveris in need,wheneverthat
maybe.
Miss J Englishby
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Jason Joene Antonio Hawa

Leader 
Award 
Winner

Miss Goodin



4

Well done to Miss Hardy and all the students at Newman who have 

performed in the Shakespeare Schools Festival over the years. 

This is a wonderful recognition of your achievements.

2020- A Midsummer Nightôs Dream

2019- The Taming of the Shrew

2018- Othello

2017-The Merchant of Venice

2019                             2018                         2017

2020
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It is now one year since we started the Foodbank. This was in response to

Food Poverty- due to unemployment, furlough, no universal credit, no recourse

to public funds. We are supporting families in the school community weekly.

We have been so lucky to have the support of Wates Construction. Denise and

her team have been amazing and helped us with a base for the Foodbank

donating the cabin, a fridge and a freezer as well as other food donations. They

have painted the outside and made the beautiful sign, as well as building us a

Barbeque (Lee Marley Brickwork). We are very grateful for our students and

staff volunteers who run the Foodbank weekly. Local residents and businesses

also support us on a regular basis and this has enabled us to keep going. We

are looking forward to Careers talks about the Construction Industry from

Wates in the Summer term.

Everybody needs good Neighbours 

and we óLove our Neighboursô
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The continuation of the foodbank has

only been possible through the

generosity of our local community.

Elaine and Kirsty from The Yard at

Gracelands collect and drop food off

to us weekly. Antonia Maguire, Julia

Straker, Rose Rouse and Elmwood

Tennis Club members especially

Rose Rouse, Sophie Rossdale, Caro

Rossdale and Charlotte Edgell have

also supported the Foodbank

We won the Caritas Westminster 

Volunteer Team of the Year Award from 

the Jewish Volunteering Network. We are 

very proud of this achievement and 

recognition for our  Foodbank 

volunteering.

Thankyou to Sister Silvana Dallanegra 

and Caritas Westminster for supporting 

and nominating us.

Congratulations to our volunteers

Moussa Alkawarit Year 9

Antonio Kipo Year 10

Miss Kiernan

Miss Grace

Miss OôConnell

Mr Roche

Caritas Westminster have supported

our Foodbank since the beginning,

providing food and vouchers.
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We look forward to working with

the Harlesden Canalside Project.

Mr Finnie is hoping we can access

to water sport activities such as

kayaking as part of our Physical

Education activities. We were

fortunate to have a visit from

Emma from the Canal and River

trust and Anita Whittaker

Harlesden Canalside Consultant.

The Newman RE Department ïMr

Hughes, Miss OôConnelland Miss

Grace recently entered the first

ever Canalside quiz based on

knowledge of the local area and

won.

Harlesden 

Canalside 

Project

Growing in Brent collaboration
One of the positive activities to come out of the pandemic

has been the amazing work of the Mutual Aid groups. The

latest being the óGrowingin Brentôproject. We have large

plots available for growing so we will work in collaboration

with them. . A planting plan will be developed and we hope

to plant potatoes, Jerusalem artichokes and horseradish

behind the sixth form. Mr Roche and Miss Grace have been

part of the steering group. Our aim is to get students

involved as part of our gardening enrichment. Mr Roche

has been reaching out to the school community to

understand their fruit and vegetable needs . Katie and

members of Kensal Green Mutual Aid visited to see our

land. Beth from Harlesden Town Gardens has seeds for us

and recently gave us some fresh Kale for our Foodbank.
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Student Council 

Leaders 2021

L-R

Dhruv Hirani

(Vice Chair)

Dillon Donnelly 

Trimble

(Chair)

Our Student Council have been meeting

remotely each week on Tuesdays at

4.30pm. This is because due to Covid 19,

the Year group bubbles cannot physically

mix in school. However it is an effective

way for students to have their voices heard

and express their opinions. We always

discuss, teaching and learning, pupil

progress, environmental concerns and well

being. A different UNICEF Right is the

focus weekly. We also have reports from

Anti Bullying representatives and London

Citizens.

The Student Council are very keen that many of the new skills learnt 

and educational programmes used in lockdown along with technology 

continue after lockdown ends.



Be Brave Be Bold Project

Mental Health Project

Year 7 have been working with Brent Youth to create a project focusing

on the transition to secondary school.

The project focuses on mental health & nerves, as well as isolation &

lockdown.

Their message is: Everyone has to take care of their Mental Health. We
all have a part to play in keeping ourselves healthy, in body and mind.

9

The Year 7s have begun their training to officially become Brentôs

mental health ambassadors! The training consists of focus group

discussions, moral messages and coaching. The student ambassadors

will develop skills in leadership, teamwork, active listening and most

importantly helping others.

The next step is to peer mentor Year 6 students who will be joining us

in September.



The Brilliant Club

12 more able students across Year 9 and 10 have been taking part in The Brilliant 
Club since Autumn

They have been attending online sessions with a PhD tutor who specialises in 
Antibiotic Resistance and Disease.

Students have been working throughout the lockdown on completing a final essay on 
Malaria, its affects and methods of prevention.

All students received their final grades, which were marked against university style 
gradings, and did AMAZINGLY. We are all so proud of their attitude and perseverance 
in achieving these outstanding grades. 11 students received a First and 1 student 

received a high 2.1  Outstanding results!
Students will receive their certificates and attend an online graduation ceremony at the 

end of April

Raising Aspirations



Harvard Webinars

I have embarked on an ambitious and challenging journey to complete a free digital 
course, offered by Harvard University. Harvard University is situated in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts and was founded in 1636. It is the oldest institution of higher learning 
in the US and ranks amongst the most prestigious universities in the world. You may 
be wondering how year 11 students could possibly complete such an intense course? 
The answer is simple - strength, perseverance and determination.

Raising Aspirations

We have a breadth of courses available to us ranging from medicine and health to business 
or law. The courses aimed to teach students the theory behind the subject rather than how 
to become a scientist or solicitor, this will undoubtedly aid us when we begin university. 
Through use of live classes, recorded lectures, weekly assignments and miniature 
assessments, I have been given a rare and valuable opportunity to expand my knowledge 
and gain unique experiences and skills such as critical thinking, time management and 
extended writing. 

I decided to complete a course in law as I already know that I would like to study law at 
university and experiences like these are not only invaluable when it comes to the legal 
profession, but also very rare to come by. Throughout my course I have developed 
critical skills such as essay based writing, thinking outside the box, but also looking at 
the key components of law and all the incredible things which it entails. This course has 
definitely revealed to me the importance of things like promise and trust when it comes 
to creating a contract, and other aspects of the law which I had never considered 
before the course. Not only do I feel more confident and prepared for university, I have 
a strong interest in finding out more about the course. I also know that this will look 
ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ ƻƴ Ƴȅ /±έ

Now the question must be asked, what amazing opportunities lay ahead 
for us, and students to come in the future? Will we see students from 
Newman Catholic College advance to the most prestigious universities in 
the world? It certainly seems like we will, are you ready to join us?

By Dillon Donnelly - Trimble
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/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ όф.ύΥ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ 
I felt like it was difficult to 

engage at times because it was a 
virtual workshop, but we spoke 
a lot about communication and 
problem-solving, which made us 

think hard about what our 
individual strengths and 

weaknesses are and how we can 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΗέ

Year 9 engaged in an online 
IntoUniversity workshop; Careers 

Carousel. The session involved 
discussing different skills needed 
for a range of careers, and how to 

develop these skills while in 
school so they can be transferred 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ 
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Dillon Donnelly, Year 11

One Year Anniversary: London Citizens in Lockdown

The start of the journey
When the Prime Minister announced Lockdown on the 23rd March 2020, many

people found themselves feeling saddened, depressed and isolated. However,

for those in London Citizens (a non-profit organisation which combats social

injustice), the weekly club acted as a beacon of hope to bring us all together

and champion the lockdown through discussions, organising and a sense of

community, and direction.

We started óVirtualLondon Citizensôin the beginning of May when Year 11

students, and a handful of students from Years 9 & 10, began a 6 week

leadership course in community organising. The course enlightened the

students (and teachers alike) about the importance of community organising,

building connections and the power of the people. For many of the students, it

also raised their confidence to talk to others and helped them to think of

creative ways to get the community active. These skills have now proved

paramount in the launching of weekly London Citizens sessions online, hosted

by Year 11 students Dillon Donnelly and Dhruv Hirani.

What have we done so far?
The Year 11 students began by recruiting year 7 students who they expect to 

become our future leaders, however the year went way beyond this. Hereôs a 

summary of what the year has entailed for the club



:

Å 6 week leadership training hosted by London Citizens

Å Recruitment of Year 7ôs

Å DontZapTheZip campaign - Stop the government from taking away free 

travel for under 18ôs

Å Importance of Community Organising

Å How to Raise Awareness presentations

Å Inviting the local community to London Citizens (including a local 

synagogue)

Å Delegates assembly - an assembly of 500 people who discussed what 

they want the future Mayor of London to focus on in London

(Homelessness and Safety was voted as the winner). Hosted by Dillon 

Donnelly, a year 11 student in Newman Catholic College.

A look into the future of London Citizens
The past year has undoubtedly posed challenges and hardships for everybody 

involved, now students are eager to meet in person once again and spark change 

in the community. Students have voted to focus on safety in the community when 

they are able to see each other once again, which they have decided will include 

setting up CCTV cameras in Park Parade.

The students have shown strength, leadership and resilience during this lockdown 

and are an embodiment of what it means to be a part of Newman Catholic College, 

not only getting a great education but going beyond the school life and making 

meaningful contributions to the community. Sparking change. Voicing your opinion. 

If you would like to get involved please contact:

Dillon Donnelly (current chair of London Citizens in NCC): 16donnelly-

trimbled@ncc.brent.sch.uk or Miss Grace: sgrace@ncc.brent.sch.uk

14

mailto:16donnelly-trimbled@ncc.brent.sch.uk
mailto:sgrace@ncc.brent.sch.uk
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Our Project students had a Drop Down Day on March 30th. They looked

Mental health and emotional wellbeing. They had a Yoga session. They also

explored the Careers Road map. They looked at Online safety, digital

literacy, and media reliability

Drop Down Daysô,are óoff-timetableôdays which are part

of our PSHE Curriculum. These are used to strengthen

studentsôpractical application of skills and provide a

deeper learning experience. They provide students with

the ability to be equipped in valuable life skills which

extend beyond the classroom context, serving to promote

overall health and well-being. There are three strands-

Health and Well Being, Careers and Living in the Wider

World and Relationships and Sex Education.

Year 10 had a Drop Down Day on March 29th which looked at

financial decision making and the impact of financial

decisions, debt, gambling and addiction. Careers preparation

CV writing for work experience and readiness for work. They

also looked at mental health and well being especially after the

lockdown periods of transition and change



Lockdown Challenges
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When LockdownTwo began,we had no idea
of how long it would last. Each week we
asked students to take part in a lockdown
challenge. Herearesomeof their entries.



/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
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PATRISCORDE- WITHAC!¢I9wΩ{
HEART: that is how Josephloved
Jesus,whom all four Gospelsrefer
to asάǘƘŜson of Josephέ. Sosaid
PopeFrancisashe delegated2021
as the Year of St Joseph, the
Patronof the UniversalChurch.

Joseph(Yosef)wasthe husbandof Mary and the foster

father of Jesus. He wasa very understandingand patient man. He
wasa refugeeand soughtasylumin Egyptto saveJesusfrom King
Herod. St Josephwas a handyman,being a carpenter which he
would havepassedonto Jesus. Josephneverspeaksin the Gospels
but his dreamsand influencesare seen in the early life of Jesus.
Josephwasfrom Bethlehemand returned there to registerfor the
censusat the time of WŜǎǳǎΩbirth. He lived in Nazareth after
returning to Israel from Egypt. His ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎname was Jacoband
they weredescendantsof KingDavid.

St Josephwas a man of action. God spoke to him in
dreamsandhe did. Hetrusted in GodeventhoughheŘƛŘƴΩǘalways
understand. HeansweredDƻŘΩǎcallto do.

Throughhis loveandcarefor Mary andJesus,StJoseph
showedhis love for God. He is the patron of manycausese.g. the
UniversalChurch,fathers, foster fathers and stepfathers,workers,
tradesmen, carpenters, travellers, immigrants and for a happy
death. Hisfeastis19th Marchand1st May. Hissymbolisawhite lily.

St Joseph, Pray for Us!
άWŀƴǳŀǊȅ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿΣ aŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ƎƭƻǿΦέ ōȅ {ŀǊŀ 
Coleridge

January brought more than that. It brought a return to 
Lockdown and restrictions. A time for remote learning and live streaming 
lessons into the homes of our school community. It saw the sharp rise in 
Covid cases as the pandemic worsened. The Government ordered us to 
Stay Home. 
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The ChristmasHolidays were over but the staying in
continued. We hopedfor the vaccineto be rolled out and
that those effected would recover and that friends and
relationswould surviveandmeet again. We thankGodfor
the Blessingshe instilled in usover the daysof Lockdown,
for our familyandlovedones,our teachersandeducators,
the roof over our headsand the food on the plate. And
especiallyfor the technologythat allowed to work from
home and to communicatewith others. DƻŘΩǎblessings
arein the smallthingsat times.

άCŜōǊǳŀǊȅ brings the rain, Thaws the frozen lake againΦέ 

Ash Wednesday & Lent: Ash Wednesday was on the 17th Feb. Cardinal Nichols has 
advised people to stay at home and to celebrate Ash Wednesday within the 
bubble/family. A pastoral Letter was read on 7th Feb in churches and the chaplain 
has provided via email a link to the letter, a summary of the letter and a step by 
step guide to the prayer time at home. During Lent the chaplain will be leading the 
assemblies about Lent and Ash Wednesday via Meet. Then each week, holding a 
prayer service for those interested. It is more important to think about the Lenten 
observances but also to remember the amount of time spent in front of a screen. 
tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ άwŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
about where our personal Sat Navs are directed. To God or to self?
This Lent, the college is taking part in the Walk for Water 
campaign run by CAFOD. The aim is to raise funds by
walking. As we all take up out daily  constitutional during 
lockdown and Covid restrictions. The Chaplain and other staff members and pupils 
are taking part. Sponsor us or join yourself.  
https:// walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/john-roche-walk-for-water

New Cabinfrom Locals: TheFoodbankhasmadeconnectionswith variousgroups
in the localarea. Oneof theseis Watesbuildingcontractors. We were lookingfor
suitablefacilitiesto operatethe Foodbankout of. Thislocalbuildingcompanyhad
donated the cabin as well as a fridge and freezer. Parent volunteershelped to
clean it up. We are currently getting electricity and shelvinginstalled. Ms Grace
hasalsobuilt up contactswith variousgroupswho are able to provide food etc.
Oneof our greatadvisorsin SrSilvanawho worksfor Caritas.

/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/john-roche-walk-for-water

