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Dear Parents/ Carers

During periods of remote learning, the school aims at providing world class educational experience to all pupils. This includes the maintenance of the recovery timetable to deliver academic subjects, paired with excellent pastoral care.

Our approach to remote learning is rooted in our core values “everybody counts, everybody contributes, everybody succeeds” and has been developed in line with the DfE recommendations, as well as strong evidence based on the research of Education Endowment Foundation and OECD. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home?
Since the beginning of the academic year, your son/daughter has followed the emergency timetable (ETT). Your child should follow this timetable by joining the Google meetings set up by his/her teachers on Google Classroom (GC) for each lesson. This will allow him/her to join his peers in a virtual classroom and participate in lessons facilitated by his/her teachers. Detailed instructions and resources are provided via GC, therefore your child has to check for any tasks that have been set and need to be submitted electronically.
What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being sent home?
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school?
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Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?
Your child will be taught synchronously via GC Monday to Friday, from 8.40 to 13.30. We strongly advise that he/she has a decent break away from any screen and complete 1 to 2 hours’ independent study later on (eg: complete homework, do some research, finish a project, read etc…)
Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?
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Thanks to our endeavour to provide our pupils with adequate devices, we are satisfied that the vast majority of our students can now access online learning. We fully recognise however that a small minority of pupils may not have suitable online access at home, therefore we continue to take the following approaches to support our pupils to access remote education:
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How will my child be taught remotely?
Our teachers and learning support assistants are drawing on the experience and training acquired from March 2020 lockdown; consequently, we use a combination of the following approaches to teach remotely:
	  We teach synchronously (live) using the following approaches:

· GC allow teachers to present resources on a powerpoint or whiteboard as they would in the classroom. Pupils can ask questions by raising their hands or typing them in the chat box, they get immediate feedback

· Interaction through class discussion, pairwork and the development of speaking, reading and listening skills is maintained

· We demonstrate practical work, show explanatory videos and hear performance

· We use a variety of interactive softwares (eg: Jamboard, Peardeck, Kahoot, Seneca etc…) to make instructions clearer and check on progress

· Effective differentiation is made easier as pupil- teacher dialogue is maintained.

We teach asynchronously using the following approaches:

· Pre-recorded teaching with demonstration and clear instructions

· We post materials, instructions and assignments on GC

· We use commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects areas, including video clips or sequences (eg. GCSEpod, Hegartymaths, Seneca, Kerboodle, BBC bitesize etc…).




Attendance and Engagement
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers should provide at home?
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with his/her work and how will I be informed if there are concerns?
	· You will be contacted by your child’s class teacher via email or a phone call (no ID caller) if there are any concerns

· You can email his/her form tutor with any concerns, this will be passed on to his/her HoY and curriculum leaders



How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual pupils. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows:
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	      Assessment during lockdown 
· Assessment takes place during every lesson

· All department will assess pupils in a formal manner online,
· Please note that on return there will be a diagnostic assessment week aiming at evaluating pupils’ progress during lockdown and putting in place an effective catch up programme.



Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
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During lockdowns your child should follow the above instructions


If your child’s entire year group has been sent home, his/her head of year will ensure that he/ she is ready to follow the instructions above. The first day he will need to join tutor time at 8.40am, where clear guidance and any amendments will be communicated. The second day, your child should be able to join registration, session 1 (9.00am) and session 2 (11.35); each session last 2 hours.


If your child is isolating whilst the school is open resources and instructions will be posted on GC. Your child will need to complete his/her work independently and return it to his class teachers for feedback via GC; his/her form tutor will monitor his progress. The work set will reflect what is being taught in school.





We will teach the same curriculum as we do in school. 


Nevertheless, we have made some adaptations in certain subjects. For example, PE have pre-recorded sessions, the links will be posted on GC. Students should try and complete these well-being activities daily and/or use this time to catch up with their research or homework. Food tech, graphics, design and technology are taught live most of the time, but students might be asked to complete their projects independently (instructions will be posted on GC)





We are using Google classroom, as it is all in one place. (Please note that Google Meet is now integrated into Google Classroom). All students have been provided with a school email and must join their classes using their school account.


From the first lockdown we have been providing our disadvantaged students with chromebooks and have put in place a loan programme for laptops (see letter).


The government has put in place a programme to increase mobile phone data for school age students (� HYPERLINK "https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data" ��see DfE link).� We have helped many families with broadband access. If you require further assistance please email, the Headteacher � HYPERLINK "mailto:dcoyle@ncc.brent.sch.uk" �dcoyle@ncc.brent.sch.uk� or the deputy headteacher: adunne@ncc.brent .sch.uk 











laptops or chromebooks are lent to pupils on parents/carers request’s only. Please email the Headteacher (Mr D Coyle) / Deputy Headteacher (Mr A Dunne)


a parent/ carer will be invited to collect the device (Dongle, chromebooks, tablets). Please note that you will need to follow the government’s guidance on social distancing and face covering when coming to school


printing or textbooks will be issued in exceptional circumstances, for example when pupils have no access and cannot attend school. This can be posted or dropped at your doorstep, by a member of staff.











This is a three-way partnership. Please read carefully our school policy and “our expectations”. We count on your support to ensure that your child logs onto his lessons daily, ready to learn and abide to the school code of conduct.


Online safety policy (Covid) (click on link)


�HYPERLINK "../Downloads/Our expectations Blended Learning.docx"��“Our expectations”� (click on link)


�HYPERLINK "../Downloads/Teaching and learning/2020 Parents' Guide to Google Classroom.pptx"��Parents’ guide to GC� (click on link)  and � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PNOWrmpnwA" ��online learning� (click on link) 


Pupils’ attendance is closely monitored. Teachers input absences and lateness through the school attendance lockdown system. Parents/carers are notified of any absences by text. You can contact your child’s HoY if you have any concerns.





The Education Endowment Foundation research show that feedback plays a key  in part in pupils’ progress,  therefore we focus on:


Synchronous impactful verbal feedback, this happens on a daily basis 


 Written feedback (via GC) varies according to key stage and subjects. 


Teachers will not mark every piece of work, for example they might decide to ask pupils to return a GCSE style question to assess progress against exams criteria or a short essay to check on spelling, syntax and knowledge acquisition. Pupils will be given clear instructions on GC or during their live lessons regarding pieces of work that will marked or graded.











All SEND students will be contacted by the SEND team , some will be invited to school depending on their needs. 


Learning support assistant continue to attend lessons remotely and  provide support online and onsite


Our staff are well aware of SEND pupils’ needs and differentiate accordingly


If you have any concerns please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:sjackson@ncc.brent.sch.uk" �sjackson@ncc.brent.sch.uk� 


(Head of SEND)
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