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The Newman 
Your College Newsletter Issue 24 Christmas Edition 2020

DearParents/Carers,

Asschoolstermsgo,this ranksright at the top asthe most memorable.
I have to start with our wonderful students, their resilienceand fortitude but aboveall
kindnessandgenerosityof spirits is at the veryheart of my visionfor this school.
As you will read in this newsletter, we have continued to provide a top classeducation
despitethe challengespresentedby a pandemic.
When I heard that at private schoolshad set lessonsso teacherscould teachfrom home
via online classroomappsI knew it wassomethingwe hadto do here.
Just becauseyou are from a wealthier backgrounddoes not mean you should have a
better quality learning experience. Our parents have continued to support us and this
has meant so much to our staff during this often turbulent term. Our staff have been
wonderful role models,displayingresilienceby showingup for our studentsevenwhen
their own liveshavebeenaffected. Theyaretrue heroesof their profession.

It has been tough but as a school and community we have rallied. We have stood
together duringthis incrediblydifficult time andwe havecomethrough it together.
There is an indomitable spirit, a senseof community and feeling of family that I have
neverseenreplicatedat other schools. Thereis genuinelove betweenstaff andstudents.
Wewould run through brickwalls for eachother.
It just remainsfor me to wish you all a very restful Christmasbreak.
Wehaveall earnedit . We look forward to welcomingyou backin the NewYear.

DPCoyle
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We are committing our fundraising activities for two years to an Ψ!ŦǘŜǊ-School
tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩin the Beirut suburbs, in a partnership between UK-based The
ConstantinianCharitableTrust(TCCT)andtheir partner CARITASLebanon. Its aim is to
prepareSyrianrefugeeand disadvantagedLebanesechildren, irrespectiveof faith and
gender,in seriousdangerof dropping-out of school,for eventualvocational/technical
or HigherEducationby ensuringtheir continuedStateeducation. The3-yearprogramof
After-schoolteachingand plannedactivities(currentlyheld in four centreswith a total
enrolmentof 400) in Beirut, aimsto promote their rights,provideprotection, and give
hope to their familiesand neighbourhood. TheTrusthopesfirst to raise£325,000 for
the DekwanehCentre, South EastBeirut and the Ain El- RemmanehCentre, South
Beirutto ensuretheir fundingfor three years.

ProfessorIan Linden,the chairmanof the TCCThasresponded: άLwasvery movedas
were the other Trusteesof TheConstantinianCharitableTrustthat the NewmanCollege
Governors will be directing the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎfundraising activities in support for the
AfterschoolProgramme. My hope is that this new relationshipbetween the children
attending NewmanCollegeand the disadvantagedLebanesechildren and the Syrian
refugeesattendingthe programmewill be of realmutualbenefit by further nurturing in
the NewmanCollegestudentsthe practiceof solidaritythat PopeFrancisspeaksabout
soƻŦǘŜƴέ.

Mr Coylestated: "I am delightedthat the superbwork of this schoolover the last few
yearsin supportingrefugeesfrom Syriahere in Brentaswell asfrom other partsof the
world will now embracechildrenin Lebanon. I am convincedthat the relationshipsthat
will developasa result of this project will be of great benefit to all thesechildrenand
their communities."

TheChairmanof the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎGovernors,PaulhΩ{ƘŜŀΣwrites: ά.ƻǘƘNewmanCollege
and the TCCTproject have thus far been involved in supporting Syrian children
displacedand disturbed by terrible conflict in their country, albeit in different places
and different ways. Thisspeaksto the solidarity to which we are called in supporting
thosesufferingthe consequencesof povertyin Lebanonandthosewrenchedfrom their
homelandbyǿŀǊέ.

£325,000 

Our first Fundraising Activity was Christmas Jumper Day on December 16th. 

Staff and Students joined in the festive spirit and we raised £410

#faith in action

So far
£410

Charity Fundraising Partnership
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When lockdown began in
March, we started providing
food to over 50 vulnerable
families who due to
circumstances,lost their jobs,
were furloughed had no
recourse to public funds,
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘaccessUniversalCredit
and more. The NCCFoodbank
grewfrom this.
This need for food still
continues now. The foodbank
operates every Friday in term
time from 3.30-4.30pm in rain,
hail or sunshine.

#feedourfamilies
#faithin action

Friday Foodbank

Caritas have supported us
throughout the pandemic,
through the provision of
food supplies and
supermarket vouchers.
Sister Silvana, the
Development Worker for
Caritashas been a beacon
of supportand ideasfor us.

Elaine and Kirsty from the
Yardcollect food from local
residents for us on a
weekly basisand drop it off
to us. This support is
invaluable and we really
appreciate all they are
doingfor us.

Our newest partnership is with our neighboursWates,
who are building the development on LongstoneAve.
Theyhavedonated food and they gaveus a fridge to use
for our foodbank. We very muchlook forward to working
with Deniseand her team to find out more about careers
in the constructionindustry

At the height of the pandemicthe
Community Response Kitchen
provided us with weekly
provisions. Although they have
scaleddown their operationstheir
support is still there.

Thanks to Brent Council 
Marsh Road depot for 
dropping off two van  loads 
of food.
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#feedourfamilies
#faithin action

Friday Foodbank

Thank you to Dulcie
Josephthe owner of the
TrinidadRoti shopwho is
a Community Champion
here in Harlesdenand a
pillar of the local
community. 5ǳƭŎƛŜΩǎ
generosity has enabled
us to purchase Asda
vouchersto support our
vulnerable families over
the Christmas Season.
We very much
appreciate her donation
to us in these
challengingtimes.

We need to recognise the students and staff who
willingly volunteer and give their time to run the
Foodbankand make it possible- Antonio, Moussa and
Joseph,MissKiernan,Mr RocheMisshΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭand Miss
Grace.
We also appreciate the generosity of NCC staff who
have given us monetary or food donations .

We really appreciate the support 
of Amy, Abi and theHigginsteam at 
Dan Court, Park Royal for their food 
donations and £50 Asda Voucher

Thankyou to Patrick McKayand the team at St Michaels
and All Angels Steel Pan Band who made the Foodbank
possible by sharing their shipping container with us for
storage.

Thank you to Elmwood Tennis Club
membersespeciallyRoseRouse,Sophie
Rossdale,Caro Rossdaleand Charlotte
Edgell for their support towards the
Foodbank

A generous monetary donation
came to us via the Daniel Omari
Smith Trust. Daniel our ex student
wastragicallykilled in May 2010

Thanks to Julia Straker, 
one of our parents for 
regularly dropping off 
left over food from the 
Harlesden Foodbank

We received a lovely yellow cab load delivery of 
food from Ginny and David at Grand Union part 
of St Georges. This was very much appreciated.
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London Citizens Reboots Online
Following a 6-week training course in May (hosted by London
Citizens), Dillon Donnelly and Dhruv Hirani, Year 11 students
decided to take action into their own hands and reboot London
Citizensin order to raise awarenessabout the ΨІŘƻƴǘȊŀǇǘƘŜȊƛǇΩ
campaign- which aims to stop the government from taking away
free travel from under18Ωǎ.
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The club rebooted on Wednesday 18th
November and had a huge turn out of 21
attendees, spanningfrom Years7-11. Since
the meeting, the students have discusseda
variety of key topicsso far, includingwhy the
campaignis important to them, the effectsof
taking away the zip card, how to sharetheir
opinions effectively and how to raise
awareness.

In the future the Year7 students,with the help of the Year11Ωǎand staff members,plan
to recorda short informative play which illustrates the devastatingeffectsof taking away
the Zip Card,such as the detrimental effects on children's education and the financial
pressureput on familiesto payfor transport.

One Year 7 students said: Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴCitizensis important to me becauseit helps us to
improveLondonandits issuesthat affect everybody- studentsandadultsΩ.

Dillon Donnelly, a Year 11 student, stated: ΨhǳǊnew campaign in London Citizens
(#dontzapthezip)is so important to the lives of all the children who rely on free public
transport to get to school,andaround[ƻƴŘƻƴΩ.

Dhruv and Dillon



Thank-you to all those who have again supported our shoeboxappeal. It is always
great to seeour schoolat this time of year live out the ideals of our Christianfaith
wherewe displayChrist'slove to thosein need.

Eachyear we collect shoeboxesof presents which will then be distributed to less
developed countries, to children who are living in poverty and who would not
normally receiveanythingon Christmasmorning.

This year we presented around 50 boxes of wrapped presents which was a
considerableachievementconsideringthe challengingyearthat we haveall had.

During this appeal, it is so good to seethe effort that the whole schoolcommunity
makes. Thanksto all those who contributed, pupils and parents who speciallymade
their own boxes,pupilswho mayhavegivenup old favourite toys andwho generously
donated their own pocket money. A specialmention must go to those studentswho
also volunteered to help with wrapping and organisingthe boxesbefore they were
droppedoff.

Our contribution was collected by the Samaritan'sPurse charity who were very
grateful for our efforts and reminded us of the gratitude and joy of the children
who will receiveour presents.

It is alwaysrewardingto seeeveryonecomingtogether in our schoolcommunity and
living out Jesus'commandmentof lovingothers.

Mr Hughes

CurriculumLeaderReligiousEducation
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{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴǎΨ tǳǊǎŜ
Operation Christmas Child

ShoeboxAppeal2020.

#faithinaction



¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ
ñWarm September brings the fruit,

Sportsmen then begin to shoot.ó 

The Months by Sara Coleridge (see other verses below)

As the apples and the blackberries ripened

on the branch, the days grew cooler,

September was upon us. The months of risk

assessments and planning for this new

academic year had arrived. The return to

school after months of lockdown and home

learning was a welcoming sight in Newman

Catholic College. The staff started the

Academic New year with prayers to thank

Almighty God for His many gifts to us,

especially during these last few months.

Loving God, we entrust ourselves to you. 
Daily guide our minds and hearts to that 
we will work for the good of our school 
community and be a help to all we meet 

this year.  
Teach us to be generous in our outlook, 
courageous in face of difficulty, and wise 

in our decisions. We ask this, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

We ask and pray for a successful, healthy and happy year ahead. That the pupils will

flourish and enjoy being back in class with their friends and teachers. That a love of life

long learning be established in all.

With the new Risk Assessments and the Government Restrictions the

Religious / Catholic life of the College looks different. The Form classes are leading the

prayer session with their Tutor. A longer once a week Form Prayer service, prepared by

the chaplain, is carried out in the Form time with pupil participation, almost like an

assembly.

With a brand new Year 7 there are new spaces for the Liturgy Group. These members

are chosen from and by the class. The election was more straight forward than the

November election in the USA. The Year 7 group helped the Chaplain to prepare

certain events for the form and the year group. These were especially helpful with

preparation for Advent and Remembrance Day events.

òFresh October brings the pheasant;

Then to gather nuts is pleasant.ó 

Feast Days ï Newman Day. The

Newman events this year had to be

altered due to the C19. The first

anniversary since the canonisation of St

John Henry Newman which was marked

with a whole school prayer service lead by

the chaplain and the Year10 liturgy group

from the chapel. This was broadcast live

to all classes and forms via google

classroom. The staff and pupils gave

positive feedback and appreciated the

occasion. It was very prayerful.

All pupils and all staff were issued with a

bookmark with prayers and quotes that
were used in the chaplains ñhomilyò.



The theme was ñFaith in Actionò. The ideas from St J.H Newman about being created

by God for a definite purpose plus the quote ñpreachthe gospel, if necessary use wordsò

by St. Francis of Assisi combined with the St Teresa of Avila ñChristhas no body but

yourséòPupils all received a gift of a chocolate bar as they were going home that day.

ñGod has created me to do Him some definite service.  He has committed some work 

to me which He has not given to another. I have my mission. I may never know it in 

this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection 

between persons. He has not created me for nothing.  I shall do good; I shall do His 

work.  I shall be an angel of peace.ò

October -Black History month: With events in

the USA over the Lockdown period and subsequent

ñdemosòhere in London the fight for greater

equality became a focus . The whole school once

again dedicated themselves to the greater good the

impact of people from around the world of every

nationality especially of Black and Asian heritage.

The Form prayers focused its attention on praying

for people struggling for freedom and equal rights

and recognition. How had the Catholic Church

reflected the diversity of those Saints in Heaven.

What black saint can you name?

òDull November brings the blast,

Then the leaves are falling fast .ó

November list: When we returned to school after half term it

was November. This is traditionally the month to remember

the Holy Souls. The Staff and pupils were able to name the

names of family members, relations and friends who have

passed to their eternal reward. These names were then

placed into our Holy Souls book which was placed before the

tabernacle on a stand on the altar. A candle was lit every day

and prayers offered. This is especially relevant after the

current year.

Add the names of your 
deceased relatives and 

friends.



òChill December brings the sleet,

Blazing fire and Christmas treat.ó

Prayers: The chapel is open, sanitised and available for

all the Newman Community to use for prayer and quiet

reflection and devotions. The Forms have reconstituted

their liturgy groups. These stay in bubbles and assist

and participate in the classesôprayer services.

The New School Prayer Book: The

chaplain has drafted a new, updated school

prayer book. There is a copy available in the

Reception area and in the chapel. Staff and

pupils are often asking what to pray at times.

This booklet has prayers for various

occasions and people in our lives. The 100

prayers will in time be printed during the next

year.

The chaplain held a Remembrance Day 2 minutes silence within the school on Nov 11th at

11am. The representatives from Year 7 stood in the playground and were able to join in

the prayers and service. The Last Post was played. This was broadcast live to the entire

school where Form Tutors and their classes observed the silence and in a different way

joining in the occasion. Then fourteen 6th Formers went to Willesden Cemetery to visit the

War graves and memorial and laying a symbol of Newman on the graces and the

monument. This was a silent, prayerful event again with the Last Post played out across

the cemetery. Newman Remembers.

Advent & Christmas: As the nights draw in and Lockdown 2 is lifted, the college prepare for

Advent. The ChurchôsNew Year ends with the Feast of Christ the King. A teaching that Jesus

Christ is King of all. He is the Lord of Lord. The answer to prayers for various kinds: pain,

bereavement, Covid, furlough, job losses etc. We have as many prayers as thoughts and

concerns, but faith in Christ to reign triumphant over all.

The Liturgy group lead their forms Advent prayer service. With the candle on the wreath and

the chapel decked in purple as they Prepare, Pray and seek Penance during the build up to

Christmas. It is always uplifting to see a reflective group in the College chapel. Enjoying

them. Where pupils have an opportunity to build their relationship with their God.



The Christmas trees were erected in the

Hall, the reception area and at the foot of

the library staircase. Each are colour

coordinated: red & gold in the Reception,

coloured by the stairs and the hall Christmas

tree was a tree of thoughts, prayers and

intentions. With white lights blinking, staff

and pupils were asked to add decorations of

stars or hearts. These could be for those

who they haven't seen for a long time or for

people who have died this year. Thanks to

the volunteers for all their decorating . The

Crib is displayed in the corridor for all to see

as they pass by. A reminder that this is a

time for peace and joy.

We have started  a breakfast 

club in NCC.  Thanks to all 

donations.  

The college is running a Foodbank since March. It has continued as

the need is there. Students and staff volunteer to set up tables every

Friday in all weathers. The donations are coming in from various stores

and charities. Thanks to the regular helpers. Feel free to get involved.

The college is continuing supporting the Samaritan Purse

Project (the shoebox appeal) where the pupils complete a shoebox

packed with toys, toiletries etc. to go whizzing around the world to

children who would otherwise not receive a Christmas present this

Christmas. Whenever possible we aim to link faith with action (Mt

22:36-40). This year we went virtual as part of the Covid 19

restrictions. Packing boxes on line. All are sent for collection.

Meet the Year 7

Liturgy group.

Well done boys.

Looking forward

to working with

you all.





Welcome to the Religious 

Education department. 

This Christmas newsletter is

looking back to October, when

we focused on being Black and

Catholic .

As a department, we set our

students in Years 7-9 the

challenge from the Diocese of

Westminster to investigate what is

meant by being ôBlackand

Catholicõfocusing on Father
Paschal Uche - A British Black

born Priest in London .

The Diocese of Westminster released a

new article around ôBeingBlack and

Catholicõas the events of the past few

months, where the reality of racism has

been thrown into the spotlight, have

highlighted the urgent need to tackle

prejudice in the world and to promote

the dignity of every person .

In his message for World 

Communications Day 2020, Pope 

Francis reminded us that, ôEvery 

human story has an 

irrepressible dignity.õ

They invited four individuals to share

openly and frankly their experiences of

being Black and Catholic . One of

them being Father Paschal Uche is a

Deacon and will soon be ordained as

the first British-born black priest in the

Diocese of Brentwood .

Click here to read the article and

watch their videos .

Father Albert Ofere

Father Albert Ofere is one

of our school priests that

comes to say mass on

Fridays.

He was one of the priests

that inspired Father

Paschal Uche to become

a priest .

Father Albert is also a

music singer, bringing

African culture to catholic

songs.

Click here to listen to his

songs.

https://rcdow.org.uk/news/being-black-and-catholic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFOiwV7aH5Y&list=PLcQBDDJYUDrbbo3zGq9uKM_adLa0tDOEC&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lj0zndiy_YU
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Black Boys Book 
Club Goes 

Virtual 
TheBookclubrecentlyhada greatQ&Asessionwith the fantasticwriter JudeYawson.
Judeis a writer and a poet. He helped to kick-start PenguinRandomIƻǳǎŜΩǎnew
imprint #MerkyBookswhenhe editedandco-wrote{ǘƻǊƳȊȅΩǎ2018memoirΨwƛǎŜup:
The#MerkyStorySoFar.Ω

Sincethen, #Merky have worked with big names like the Barbicanand the Royal
Societyof the Arts,aswell asalongsideinspirationalartists like Malorie Blackmanand
BenjaminZephaniah.
άtƻŜǘǊȅΣέJudesays,is aboutάŎƻƳƛƴƎtogether to understandsomeoneŜƭǎŜΩǎform of
expression. It might be different, it might be unique,but ǘƘŀǘΩǎthe beautyof it.έ
Judenavigatedthrough endlessquestionsabout Stormzyand what it was like to co-
write for sucha huge star. Judegracefullyexplainedthe importanceof blackBritish
writers beingthe onesto tell the storiesof peoplefrom their own community. Hereisa
soundbite of someof the greatquestionsfrom our boysat NCC:
Question:- Kye: ά²Ƙȅdid youwant to write a bookfor StormzyΚέ
Answer:- Jude: ά¢ƘŜopportunity cameabout andΧwhenȅƻǳΩǊŜcomingfrom an area
that only you canrelate to, only certain typesof peopleΧonly you canreally describe
that experience...with Stormzyhewasalwaysjust supportingother blackŎŀǳǎŜǎέ

Question:- Jonah: ά²ƘȅStormzyout of allǊŀǇǇŜǊǎΚέ
Answer:- Jude: άǿƘŜƴit comes to our community and representation within our
community ȅƻǳΩǾŜgot to understand that ȅƻǳΩǊŜgrowing into a system that has
systematicallyandstructurallyheld blackpeopleback...thenȅƻǳΩǾŜgot characterslike
StormzyΧsoin termsof what all of theseyoungsuccessfulmenandwomenaredoing,
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜall literally trying to build the culture and the community Χto help with
opportunitiesthat weŘƛŘƴΩǘhavewhenwe wereyourŀƎŜέ.
άLŦI wasto go to a publisherandaskto submita story they might haveall theseother
details as to why this story ǿƻƴΩǘthrive or be successfulΧthen you got people like
Stormzyέ

Q5. Howdoesit feel writing a bookin an industryǘƘŀǘΩǎpredominantlywhite?
Jude:άƛǘfeelslike takingup space,but ƛǘΩǎa necessaryspace,onething I'll tell all of you
is that you probablyhaveexperiencesin your mind that only you canarticulate. Going
into those spacesat first I was a bit intimidated becausethere was not many black
faceshereΧbut then I realisedthis is whyƛǘΩǎevenmore important for our storiesto
be toldΧthis iswhenI realisedonly I candoǘƘƛǎέ
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Brilliant Blended Learning in English

With the Year 8s at home and a week left until 

their assessments, we were  determined to 

begin a week of online learning with a bang!

Thanks to the  help of Pear Deck, an interactive 

online PowerPoint tool, we managed to 

create lessons where students could take 

part at home, all at the click of a button.

Students revised together on everything they 

have learnt so far this year, from interesting 

adjectives and adverbs to how to make a 

persuasive argument successfully. 

As they wrote down their answers to questions 

at home, we could see every line drawn and  

every  letter typed so that we were able to 

congratulate successes, correct any errors, 

and motivate students to keep up the 

fantastic work.

Attendance was brilliant  and we were so 

impressed by how engaged and óswitched onô 

our students were, pardon the pun! A 

fantastic sign of things to come with 

technology supporting our quest to ensure 

Everyone Counts, Everyone Contributes, 

Everyone Succeeds.

16



Students have developed their drama skills as well as life andcommunication 
skills such as; confidence building, making new friends, tackling the language, 
group work, self reflection and evaluation and ultimately we had a lot of fun!

ShakespeareSchoolsFoundation is a cultural education charity that uses
the unique power of Shakespeareto transform lives. Over this term, Year8
haverehearsedmultiple times a week; from rehearsingin schoolwith Miss
Hardy, to working with Shakespearetheatre professionalsin a specialist
workshop.



The whole production was led by the Year8 cast; from the actors, sound
technician,lighting technician,stagemanagersand props, with Miss Hardy
directing and overseeing it . The students worked incredibly hard as an
ensembleto ensureeveryonewasincluded,sharedideasand felt heard.

Year8 haveparticipated in the Nationwide ShakespeareSchoolsFestival,a
celebration of Shakespeare'splays, for the fifth consecutiveyear. Our cast
performed A MidsummerbƛƎƘǘΩǎDream,to a largeaudienceof 100 family,
friendsandstaff, in our schoolhall, on Friday20th November2020!



The students worked incredibly hard and were continually dedicated,
professionaland full of energyandexcitement.

Our studentshavedevelopeda love for theatre and drama,hugeaspirations
and growth in self-confidence, while making new friends and having fun
while learning. Theyhave tackled{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎgreat languageto createan
incredibly funny, dramaticandwitty performance.

Watch the live performance of
our Year 8 students performing
Ψ!MidsummerbƛƎƘǘΩǎDreamon
YouTube

https:// youtu.be/Tx75mqYi2j0

https://youtu.be/Tx75mqYi2j0
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Raising Aspirations
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John-Ray Rabanillo has finished 
his first piece on the maple leaf! 
Excellent job!

Daniel Shamon has created 
these brilliant life like leaves!

Year 8

Year 9

Science



BlackHistoryMonth:

Some of the mathematiciansresearchedincluded: Benjamin
Banneker (1731-1806), Elbert Cox (1895-1969), Euphemia
Lofton Haynes(1890ς1980), KatherineJohnson(1918ς2020),
TidjaneThiam(1962ςpresent)and Nira Chamberlain(1969ς
present). We received a number of outstanding entries and
these will be displayed in the maths corridor as soon as
possible.

FinancialMaths:

This year we are continuing our commitment to support the
development of ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩfinancial literacy using the Ψ¸ƻǳǊ
Money aŀǘǘŜǊǎΩprogramme, endorsed by Martin Lewis of
Money SavingExpert. Thisterm year 8 exploredbudgetingand
value for moneyas well as online paymentsecurity. Upcoming
topics for other year groups will include interest, savings,
understandingpayslipsandtax.

Maths Department News

As part of Black History Month we
invited students to celebrate and
widen awareness of diversity in
mathematicalachievement. Students
learned about the mathematical
journeyof Nira Chamberlain,a British
mathematicianbasedin Birmingham,
UK. Studentsthen createdpostersto
honour a successful black
mathematicianeither pastor present.



Maths Department News
UKMTMathsChallenge:

Thisyear the Mathsdepartmentis continuingour participationwith the
UKMT Maths challenges. The students involved last academic year
thoroughlyenjoyedit andthis would be a greatexperiencefor your son,
sodo encouragethem to get involvedthis year.

Unfortunatelythe team challengeis unableto run this yearbut students
from Year 7, 8, 9, 10 will have the opportunity to compete in the
individual challengesagainstother students around the country. For
more informationvisit ukmt.org.uk

NSPCCNumberDay

Themathsdepartmentare excitedto be supportingthe NSPCCthrough
celebratingNumberDay(Friday5th February2021) again. Therewill be a
number of events running throughout the day to raise money and
awarenessfor the work of the NSPCC. Themoneywe raisecouldhelp to
fund Childline, the 24/7 helpline for children to contact, whatever
difficulty ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜfacing or help NSPCCto visit more schoolswith the
Speakout Stay safe programmeςgiving children the knowledgeand
confidenceto speakout about anythingǘƘŀǘΩǎworrying them, including
abuse, so they can get help. For more information visit
www.nspcc.org.uk

Equipment:

All studentsare requiredto havetheir full equipment,includinga Maths
set and a scientificcalculator. Theseare availableto buy through parent
payat a subsidisedcost: £1 for a HelixMathsset,and£10 for a Casiofx-
83GTXscientificcalculator.
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We arepleasedto announcethat the new NCCgymwill be openingin January2021. Mr Finnie
andthe PEteamhaveworkedtirelesslysincethe summerin putting everythingtogether. It was
a building that had beenunder usedfor a number of years. Duringthe first lockdown,it was
fully cleanedout a brandnew floor wasput down. Thiswasthe first stagein the development
of the gym.

Thenext stageof the developmentwasputting the correctequipmentso that it couldbe fully
utilised properly. FortunatelyMr Finniehad a multi gym,which he an ex student managedto
build during the summer. This machinecan be used for a variety of different exercisesand
accordingto Mr Finnieit isΨƛƴŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛōƭŜΩ. Thereis a new set of wonderful weightsthat have
just been addedwhich go all the way from 2.5kg ς25kg. We have also managedto include
three fantastictreadmills. Soanybodywho is thinkingof runninganymarathonsthen theseare
the thing for you. Thegymalsohasa new HDTVwhichcanbe usedto showexercisevideosor
playmusicwhile working.LǘΩǎa fantasticadditionwhichaddsto the overallexcellentexperience
of NCCgym.

With all that beensaidthe most important part in all this is how we get you the studentsusing
this. We have had to put protocols in place due to COVID-19 which has delayedus letting
studentsaccessit. Foranystudentswho want to usethe gym,an inductionneedsto takeplace.
Thisis soall studentsknow how to safelyuseequipmentso theyŘƻƴΩǘincur any injuriesfrom
lifting heavyweightsor lifting weightsincorrectly. Oncestudentshavebeen inductedthey will
then be givena passwhichgivesconfirmationthat they havebeensafelyinductedandareable
to useall of the equipmentin a safemanner. Now due to the sizeof the gymwhich is relatively
smalland the ongoingCOVID-19 situation we are unableto allow studentsfrom different year
groups. Studentswill havedesignateddaysin which they canusethe gymand it will be a first
come first servebasis. Asof right now, we can only allow five studentsat a time. Soyou will
needto be fast. Overthe Xmasholidaysget your training programmesreadyfor the new year.
Myselfand the PEteam would like to wishall studentsa veryHappyChristmasandprosperous
new year. Pleaselookafter yourselfandyour family.

All the Best.

Mr Mc Crannandthe PEteam.
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HS2 is a massiveinfrastructureproject happeningright here on our doorstepat NCC,
with the developmentof Old OakCommonStationprovidinga superhub connecting
London,Birminghamandthe North West.
Thisterm, as part of their UKeconomymodule,our Year11 Geographershavebeen
getting to gripswith just ǿƘŀǘΩǎinvolvedin makingHS2 a reality. Studentshavebeen
researchingthe argumentsfor and against,before facing off againsteach other in
teams,usingopinion supportedby evidenceand persuasiveargumentsto try and win
the debate.

Competition was fierce but, as team captain, Thierry Halgand walked away with the 
prize (a tub of Cadburys Heroes) to share with his teammates. The winning argument? 
Those in favour of HS2 ςǿŜΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜΗ  

Geography News
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Virtual lessons

In the MFL department, we have overcome the challenges of 

teaching live lessons that the pandemic forced us to face. 

We all felt a bit lost at the beginning, including the students, 

parents and teachers, but we are now experts and thanks to 

everyone ´s colaboration, virtual lessons have been as good as 

onsite lessons. 

Students are engaged, they participate and they really enjoy 

learning languages virtually!

Year 8 have been absolutely fabulous for 14 days, their level of 

engagement is to be commended.

They we have shown us that we can turn challenges into 

opportunit ies.



The length: In Spain, Christmas holidays last one more week 
than in the UK. Children have an extra week of holidays and 
workers have a few more bank holidays. 

The Three Wise Men: In Spain, Santa is not as popular as he is 
in England or in other European countries. Children in Spain 
receive presents from the Three Wise Men January 6th. 
The Three Wise Men were three kings who 
brought presents to baby Jesus after he 
was born. 

The Christmas Lottery : This takes place on the 22nd of 
December. It is an important day as it marks the beginning of 
the Christmas celebrations. 
You need a 5 digits matching number to win.
Tickets cost 20 euros. Families normally 
buy a few tickets and watch the lottery 
draw on TV. The biggest price is 
4 million euros and it is called ´El gordo ´. 

New Years Eve :   On  New Yearõs Eve the Spanish  follow a 
few rituals or traditions to bring good fortune.  
We eat lentils for lunch and we eat 12 grapes 
at night, the last 12 seconds of the year 
(one grape per second ).

Señorita Sanz
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Business @NCC

Wishing you a Happy                                       
and Healthy Festive Season! 

Firstly, Mr. Albert and Mr Connors would like 

to wish you all a happy and healthy festive 

season. 

We hope that you all enjoy a good rest and 

spend some good quality time with those 

dear to you. 

All of you have been fantastic this first term, 

you have risen to the challenges of one of 

the strangest school years that we have 

ever seen and took it in stride and just got 

on with it, well done to you all! 



Business@NCC
What have we been up to?

For this task they were
put into teams and were
tasked with building the
tallest tower possible

usingonly raw spaghetti,
masking tape and a
marshmallow which had
to sit atop the tower.
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1p Savings Challenge! 
TheNew Yearis the best time to developa new habit. What we are
suggestingis that you take part in the 1p challenge.

Hereis how it works:

Eachday you save what you saved the day before, plus just 1p
more. Soyou start by saving1p, then 2p, then 3p a dayςright the
way up to £3.65by the endof December2021.

If you start on 1 January,then by 31 December2020 you'll have
saveda hugetotal of £667.99ςjust by savingyour pennies.

Here is the winning 
attempt. 

If you want to get involved
speak to Mr Connors who
will print you off a chart that
you can use to track your
progress!

Our Year13s have been exploring
different team building tasks as
part of their level 3 BTECin
Business.



Celebrating Black History Month
Students in the EAL Department celebrated Black History 
Month with poems and stories about Mo Farah. The 
celebrated sports star was chosen as an example of 
someone who moved to the UK as a child and achieved 
ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ ά²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ aƻ CŀǊŀƘΣέ aƻƘŀƳŜŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
bƛǘƘŜǎƘ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άIŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ L ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦέ
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Students from KS3 Pathway created 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ aƻ CŀǊŀƘΩǎ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ άL ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻƳŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
he is a very fast runner. He has won gold 
medals and even when he was 14 years 
ƻƭŘΣ ƘŜ ǿƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
VolodymYear. !ōǳƪŀǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
from the same country as me and we have 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜΗέ !Ǌƪŀƴ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άL ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳ 
on the television and he is a good runner. I 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΦέ

Students from 8Q1 researched facts about 
Mo Farah. Ankit found out that Mo was born in 
1983, in Mogadishu, Somalia and spent his 
early childhood living in Somaliland in Djibouti.
Chahna enjoyed learning about Mo. She said, 
άIŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǎǘΦέ

EAL College

άaƻ CŀǊŀƘ 
is very 
fast and a 
brilliant 
ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴΗέ

8Q2 students Rembrandt 
ŀƴŘ Iŀƴƛƴ ŀƴŘ ta!Ωǎ .ǊƻǳƧ 
created posters about 
Mo Farah. 

Students from 8Q2 enjoyed exploring colour 
and shade in their recent art assessment.



άaƻ CŀǊŀƘ ƛǎ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅΗέ
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Students from PNA learned about Mo 
CŀǊŀƘΦ άaƻ CŀǊŀƘ ƛǎ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YŀǎƘƛǎƘΦ άIŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
because he is very hardworking and he 
can focus on his work. He is an Olympic 
champion and also a marathon runner. He 
ǿƻƴ ƎƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭǎΦέ ±ŀƛǎƘŀƭƛ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜǎ aƻ 
CŀǊŀƘΣ άIŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
person and he comes from a different 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ wŜŜƳ ŀƴŘ aŀƭŀƪlike the fact 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ άŦŀƳƻǳǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ 
his seven gold medals. While Bayan points 
out that not only is he a runner but he can 
Ǉƭŀȅ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘƻƻΦ IŜ ƛǎ άŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǇǇȅέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ƻƴŜƭƭȅΦ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
ǘƘƛƴƪǎ aƻ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ άǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭέΦ 

άIŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΗέ
Students from PMA created stunning posters 
ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ aƻ CŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ aƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 
London as a young child and thanks to the 
support he received at school pursued his 
dream of becoming a world 
class sportsman.

EAL College

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ aƻ 
Farah. He was born on 23rd March 1983 
in Mogadishu, Somalia. He is a British 
distance runner and he is very famous. 
He won the 5,000 and 10,000 metres 
and has also run the marathon. He has 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳŜŘŀƭǎΗέ Ashraf
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The Old 
House 
In my city is a very old and 
dirty house. A tree is near 
the house, it looks like it 
wants to catch you. People 
think no one lives inside but 
some say that they saw a 
light shining from the 
window.

One man wanted to go inside 
the house. In the night he 
goes inside but he does not 
come back and no one saw 
him anymore. When police 
Ǝƻ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ

A year later the police go 
back to the dark house and 
find a deep hole inside the 
house. Everyone that went 
into the house fell into the 
ƘƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǎƻ 
they died in there.
By VolodymYear

Morning breakfast

Every morning during lockdown students in the 
EAL Department were provided with breakfast. 
Students chose from a range of cereals and 
ǇƻǊǊƛŘƎŜΦ ά²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ tb.Φ ά²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŦŜŜƭ 
ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎΦέ 9ƳŀƴǳŜƭ ŀƎǊŜŜǎΣ άLǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
ŀƴŘ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭ ōŜǎǘΦέ .ŜƴƛŀƳƛƴ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭǎΦ άaȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ 
ŎŜǊŜŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴŜȅ ƭƻƻǇǎΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΦ  wŜƳōǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
wƻŘƻƭŦƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭǎΣ άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ aƻƘŀƳŜŘ 
explains that he travels for an hour to get to school 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
Ŝŀǘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ άL ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀ 
ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǘΦέ hǊōŜǊ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
his friends in the morning. Abukar, Ahmad, Awad
ŀƴŘ bƛǘƘŜǎƘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ άŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅέΦ 

The Spooky House
One day there was a house on the 
top of mountain and it was foggy 
and dark. There was a lot of leafless 
trees and a graveyard. The house is 
ŎǊŜŜǇȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ 
The bushes look like humans 
because they are as hairy as a 
human head. There was a huge 
moon beyond the house. The floor 
outside the house is dry and it 
crunches when I walk on it. Two 
windows are looking at me. The 
house is squeaky and the doors and 
floors are broken. The gravestones 
are broken with lots of bodies. The 
ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
making me scared.   By Mohamed 

EAL College

Halloween 
stories from 
KS3 Pathway.

òWe like the cereals 

and eating 

breakfast in the 

morning makes 

us feel energetic!ó
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A successful first term!
EAL Pathway students were delighted to return to 
school for a busy first term of the academic year 2020 -
21! Despite all the challenges that Covid 19 brings to 
our daily lives, the attendance of the EAL students is 
very high and their commitment to learning at school 
and remotely is outstanding. The participation in the 
online lessons reached 86% and we are all very proud of 
this achievement! Thank you to the families and 
students for their continued extraordinary support.

We are determined to continue expanding our 
knowledge in all areas of the curriculum. This term, in 
English, students were exploring types of text and 
various techniques used by writers to attract the 
reader, ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ Ψ5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩΣ 
Ψ¢ǊŀǾŜƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ wƻǳǘƛƴŜǎΩΦ In 
ScienceΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻŘȅΩ 
and in Physics ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ Maths 
students have been learning about the ΨCƻǳǊ 
hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ω ΨbǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ ΨtǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ bǳƳōŜǊΩΣ 
ΨCǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨwƻǳƴŘƛƴƎΩΦ aǎ .ƛƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
show me some of the fantastic work in History on the 
Ψ{ǘƻƴŜ ŀƎŜΩ and the ΨwƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΩΤ ƛƴ Geography, 
students were proud to learn about different 
Ψ/ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘǎΣ hŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
studying ASDAN have been learning ΨHow to 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΩΦ

Enriched Programme of Study
This term our afternoon study periodbecame a 
comprehensive learning programme. The programme 
aimed to enhance literacy and broaden knowledge in 
many subjects. Students benefitted fromΥ ΨEditorial 
[ŜǎǎƻƴǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴ 
understanding of the publishing process,ΨVirtual ¢ǊƛǇǎΩΣ 
Ψ[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭκtI{9Ω ςin these lessons, students 
discuss their well-being, healthy living, strength and 
challenges, friendships and ƳƻǊŜΦ Ψ[ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ aŀǘƘǎΩ 
lessons equip students with money sense skills, helping 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨōƻǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜōǘΩ 
ŀƴŘ ΨōǳŘƎŜǘƛƴƎΩΦΨ!Ǌǘ ϧ /ǊŀŦǘΩ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ were enjoyed by 
students who created the most amazing Origami, 
developing their manual skills as well as sequencing 
skills and maths reasoningΦ Ψ9.ƻƻƪΩ lessons helped 
students develop their vocabulary and comprehension, 
while promoting a love for reading even when the 
libraries are closed.ΨbŜǿǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΩ helped the students 
engage with the world around them by raising 
awareness of topical issues in an accessible way. 
Students also developed their knowledge and use of 
Google Classroom.

EAL College

EAL students worked hard this 
month in their Art, History and 
Geography assessments.

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
Creation
Orber enjoys art 
and created a 
beautiful picture 
ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
creation in RE.

Students from PMA responded to 
ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻƪŜƴ 
aƛǊǊƻǊΩΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘ 5ƻƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ DǳŜǎǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
Drama assessment.



ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀǎǘȅΗέ
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òI made a chicken dish. 

I enjoyed making it and 

it was easy to follow 

the recipe. It was very 

nice to eat.ó

Anas

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ 
virtual trips

Students from PMA made a variety of delicious 
dishes, including vegetable biryani. Mr Albert 
(below) was a guest chef, making his favourite meal 
ƻŦ ƧŜǊƪ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ǿƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ 
biryani and it was difficult to make.  It was very 

ǘŀǎǘȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WƛƎƴŀΦ L 
made  potatoes with 

meat and it was quick and 
Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ 
IŀƳŜŘΦ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
teachers wanted to 
Ŝŀǘ ƛǘΗέ

άL ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎΦέ
L ŀƳ bŀǎǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ 
My religion is Muslim. I was born in 
2005. I like reading many books and 
I like to learn more. I like animation 
and doing strength training every 
ŘŀȅΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ǊŀƳŀΦ 
I like to learn all of the other 
subjects. I like playing different 
sports like running, tennis and push 
ups with one arm. I translate 300 
words from English to Arabic every 
Řŀȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜΦ  LΩƳ 
learning hard and long words.

EAL College

This year students are enjoying 
virtual trips and, to date, have 
ΨǾƛǎƛǘŜŘΩ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅΣ 
London Sea Life and the National 
Gallery. Students learn about 
history, science and geography in 
speaking and listening activities, 
extend their comprehension skills 
and develop their knowledge and 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǊǘΦ !ȅƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL 
liked learning about London Sea 
[ƛŦŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦέ



Year 7ςGraphics  Pop-Up Card 

Year 8 pupils producing their unique 
Perfume Packages. 

Year 7 pupils displaying their creative Christmas cards and envelopes.

Year 8ςGraphics  Perfume Package 

Konrad, Kieron, Jovani, Sam and Gabriel displaying their final Perfume Packages . 



Year 9 Graphics - Fast Food Logo Design 

Gidion, Shannon, Mohamed and Chris displaying their well designed and made Shop 
fronts and Chip boxes. 

Year 9 pupils cutting out 
their shop front. 



Year 8 and Year 9 - NCC Bakery 

Year 10 students learnt how to pipe, using a 
variety of cake nozzles...

¸ŜŀǊ у ƳŀŘŜ ōǊŜŀŘΦΦΦΩƘŜŘƎŜƘƻƎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇƭŀƛǘΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΦΦΦΦ¸ŜŀǊ ф ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
shortbread biscuits using various cutters...

¸ŜŀǊ ф ƳŀŘŜ Ǿŀƴƛƭƭŀ ŎǳǇŎŀƪŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ Ǿŀƴƛƭƭŀ ǇƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎΩ 
cake decorations...

Raphael is very proud of his 
Victoria Sandwich cake!



Year 10- Catering

Year 10 students learnt how to make a óBeef Curryô....they were served

with mini poppadum and plain naan bread..!

Nour in Year 10 made a lovely óPaellaô along with her classmates...



Year 7- Catering

Students in this class cooked a variety of dishes from their own countries, 

including chicken biryani and Sudanese beef/potatoes ...Mr Albert was our 
guest chef, who made jerk chicken, rice and peas!

Joel and his classmates enjoyed making, and eating (!) pizza toast......

Project Groups -Catering
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We celebrated Anti Bullying Week with Odd
SocksDay. Antonio our Anti Bullying Lead
and Miss Goodin organised an Assembly
presentation as well as Odd Socks Day.
Studentscancheckout our schoolwebsite for
further anti bullying information.

Anti Bullying

Mr Burt and Mr Lawrencehave been working hard to establish
Yeargroup bands. We have someextremely talented musicians.
It wasthe Year8 Bandwho savedthe dayand performed for our
ChristmasConcertas Year 7 Bubble was sent home and other
Year groups were missing musicians. We look forward to
peripatetic lessonsandchoir starting in the new year.

Due to Covid restrictions we
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘperform our Concert
for a live audience, so please
watch our ChristmasConcerton
YouTube
https:// youtu.be/Wx9gryS2zBQ

https://youtu.be/Wx9gryS2zBQ


History 
Department 

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ άYƛǎǎƛƴƎ-ōƻǳƎƘέ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΚ 
A) The Lord of the Manor would have to kiss a peasant for Good Luck.  
B) It was a type of Mistletoe and people would kiss under it for Good Luck.   
C) It was a branch that holly would be tied to. 

2. In Tudor England, Christmas was celebrated in wealthy homes by having 
Ψ{ǿŜŜǘƳŜŀǘΩ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƎŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŦƻƻŘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳƎŀǊΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘȅ 
was Sugar used? 
A) The Tudors believed sugar to be an essential food group. 
B) Sugar was cheap and easily available, so many dishes could be made out 
of it. 
C) Sugar was very expensive and only the rich could afford it, so having 
ΨǎǿŜŜǘƳŜŀǘΩ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦ 

3.Although the Christmas Tree was in use several years before, who is given 
credit for introducing the Christmas Tree to England? 
Aύ tǊƛƴŎŜ !ƭōŜǊǘΣ vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦ 
B) Winston Churchill, The British Prime Minister in WWII.
C) Henry VIII, A Tudor King. 

History - Christmas in the past Quiz !
Have a go at the History Quiz. How many can you answer correctly ?

Forth coming opportunities in the 
History department at Newman

Year 10 Holocaust seminar at the 
Jewish Free School.

Year 9 and 10 Leadership course 
with the Facing History Charity

Year 7 and 8 Archaeology Club with 
the Museum of London



7. In World War II, supplies were 
short. Which one of these 
statements is not true?
A) Carrots were used instead of 

sugar in cakes and lamb was 
used to make fake turkey. 

B) People could not afford 
Turkey with rationing 
coupons so ate chicken, 
mutton or rabbit instead. 

C) People ate sawdust in 
biscuits to give them texture 
as rationing meant flour was 
limited. 

8. Which British leader banned the celebration of Christmas?
A) Neville Chamberlain
B) Queen Elizabeth I
C) Oliver Cromwell

9. On Christmas Day in 1914, World War I had been going on for nearly 5 months. Many men had been 
killed or injured and they were fighting in muddy trenches. Which of these is not true? 
A) The soldiers started to play football, sing carols and share chocolate with the enemy.
B) The Soldiers were given boxes of Christmas presents, such as chocolate, cigarettes and mini 

bottles of whiskey. 
C) The Soldiers were told they must keep fighting, Christmas was to be like any other day. 

млΦ WƻƘƴ [ŜƴƴƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴƎ Ψ²ŀǊ ƛǎ 
ƻǾŜǊΩ όLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘύ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
protest song against which war? 
A) World War II
B) The Cold War
C) The Vietnam war 

History - Christmas in the past Quiz! 

6. In Medieval times, the poor would eat a pie made from all 
the leftover parts of the animal once the rich had finished it! 
What was this pie known as? 
A) ΨǳƳōƭŜ ǇƛŜ 
B) Bramble pie 
C) Scrambled pie

5. In the 19th Century, there were lots of names                                 
for Father Christmas, which of these is not a                                    
name for Father Christmas?  
A) St Nicholas
B) Sinterklauss  
C) Father Gifts 

4. Tom Smith was an apprentice in London in the early 19th century. On a trip to Paris in 1840, he
admiredthe Frenchsugaredalmondbon-bons(Smallsweets)
For sevenyearshe worked to develop the bon-bon into somethingmore exciting,but it was not until
he sat one eveningin front of his fireplace that his great idea cameto him. Watchingthe logscrackle,
he imagineda bon-bon with a pop. He made a coloured paper wrapper and put in it another strip of
paper containingchemicalswhich, when rubbed, createdenoughfriction to producea noise. Heknew
that bangsexcitedchildren(andwere saidto frighten evil spirits)What hadTomSmithinvented?
A) Popping Candy.
B) The Christmas Cracker
C) Christmas Stockings. 
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Year 10 Skies and Clouds

Inspired by their investigations into the
fantastic skiescreated by Frenchartist Claude
Monet within his landscapes,the Year10 GCSE
artists have created a visual responsein the
form of an A2 painting using acrylics. The
variety of colour, form composition, shape,
pattern and texture is stunning.

GCSE Still Life Studies
This term, our GCSE artists have also been inspired by the work of Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo. As part 
of their study response, they have created tonal studies of tropical fruit from direct observation 
which they will develop into colour. Great observational skills, flair and detail.
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Year 8
Studentsin Year8 havebeen exploringArt by FrankShepard
Fairey an American contemporary street artist, graphic
designer,illustrator. Hebecamewidelyknownduringthe 2008
U.S. presidentialelectionfor his BarackObama"Hope" poster.
They have also looked at Andy Warhol who was a leading
figure in the visualart movementknownaspop art. Hisworks
explore the relationship between artistic
expression,advertising,andcelebrityculture .



48

Digital Skills for Year 7s
The Year 7s have been busy this term acquiring a set of 
Digital Skills during Computer Science lessons, and have 
produced some amazing work.

Using Google Docs to create a 
photo journal about black history

Ephraim Heroe (7P)
Prince Osaje (7J)

Using Google Slides to create 
a presentation about Internet 
Safety

Ricco Mendes (7F)

Using Google Sheet to create 
a crossword puzzle of biblical 
terms

Bailey Woodford (7B)

Using Google Drawing to 
create Christmas cards

Well done ! Keep up the good work!

7B 7J
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NewsletterChristmas 2020

This has beenan incredibly challenging year for so many peoplebut we in the

drama department felt light pouring back into our studioswith the return of our

students, some leaping back like lambs free in spring time. Once again

reminding us that life goeson and a new enthusiastic group of students are

ready for the next exciting stagein their lives. In Performing Arts we teach the

whole school,Year 7 all the way through to Year 13, eachyear brings its own

brand of uniquenessï

With Christmas nearly upon us our Year 7 students were busy preparing a

Nativity play and this year it will be recorded and sent to a village school in

Bethlehemwhere they will sharetheir celebration with us from Nativity Squarein

Bethlehem. Even though we rehearsedthe Nativity play with 7 Josephat the last

minute we had unexpectednewsand Year 9 took over and performed a wonderful

nativity play in a rehearsaltime of 2 hours.

Though we faced restrictions this term we

still managed to have some valuable

training in the department. Year 13

students performing their Theatre in

Education piece. Unsurprisingly the theme

was staying safe during Covid and the

target audience was primary school

students.
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Russell Dean, International mask maker and 

puppeteer delivered a workshopfor Year 12 

and 13 students studying diplomas in 

Performing Arts. 

Miss Tetley delivered some excellent online lessonsall during lockdown and

especially in the last few weekswhen the Sixth form had to isolate, a feature of

2020, unfortunately.

Our links with the Central School of Speech

and Drama continue to provide us with the

most talented undergraduates,this year was no

exception with the arrival of George Eldridge.

He and Mr Kourmoulakis, who is completing

his teacher training both directed the nativity

play. It is alwayswonderful to welcomeour own

students back and this term saw Patricia

Masalenka return to do her placementwith us,

she is studying Psychology at London

Metropolitan University.

Mr Eldridge takeson a role with Renatofrom a

play calledóTrueWestô

Our apprentices in the Performing Arts department are making excellent progress, 

training with lighting and sound engineer David Fitch and completing their bronze 

award ABBT in Health and Safety. This course took place in Stevenage at the 

Gordon Craig Theatre. Preparing props for a scene from Lorca's The House of 

Bernarda Alba. 

The Performing Arts department has always been at the forefront of providing

careeradviceand work experiencefor our students. This year sawthe introduction

of Balfour Beatty to the school. Balfour Beatty is a leading international

infrastructure group who havethe 10 year contract for the building of the Old Oak

Common HS2 station. They will work with our students providing higher level

apprenticeships,talks in the classroomfrom a seventystrong teamof professionals,

like architects, quantity surveyors, civil engineers as well as ecologists and

environmentalists.
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This is an incredible opportunity for the young people in our school 

who are finishing their A levels and BTEC level 3 courses.

Tiffany Li the new CEO of the US Charitable Trust

prepared and led a sessionon getting into nursing.

This was for all the girls in year 13, who are

interested in making a career in nursing. The next

sessionplanned for January is getting into teaching.

We would like to thank SerenaBalfour, CEO of US

Charitable Trust for her steadfast support to the

performing arts department.

Getting in Nursing presented by Tiffany Li.

I would like to sincerely thank the hard working team in the

Performing Arts Department, without them, none of this would be

possibleïC Tetley, Z Jalil, G Kourmoulakis, G Eldridge, F Agcaoili, P

Harkisan, H Hardy, S Curtin and Ms Grace who line managesthe

department

Merry Christmas

C Beirne-Francis.



2020 has been an unforgettable and challenging year for

everyone. The US charity team knew that we had to keep the energy,

motivation andaspirationsup in our youngpeople.

Keepinga positive mind set we did our best in supportingyoung

people in providing activities throughout 2020 such as the summer

programme. This included a variation of activities aimed to promote

wellbeing and to develop transferable skills. Alongside our other

programmes,we hope this encouragesa positive attitude and skill-set

ready for employment when they leave school. Over the year, we ran

debate and public speaking, held conferences, dinners and award

ceremonies,SetDesignandsportsfixtures.

Weknew that fun, creative,skillsbuilding activities

would inspireyoungpeopleto look forward anduse

this time to preparethemselves.
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The annual Christmaspresentswas of great successthis year, with

more than 50 parcelsgivenout to youngpeople and their families. Dueto

the pandemic,it hasbeenan even tougher year for many families. TheUS

charity team reachedout to the community, their family and friends, who

have kindly donated money and goodsto this incredible cause. We have

also partnered with Glaxo smith Klein and Youth Brent foundation in

providing sports equipment, toothbrushes and toothpaste for our

presents. The teamwork this year has been fantastic with the help of our

alumni network. We are sograteful for all the generousdonationsthis year

and it sparksjoy in our hearts to know that in suchlittle time, we can all

come together and spreadthe cheer this Christmasby putting a smile on

youngǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎfaces.
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Thereare excitingnew projectsbeginningin the new yearwhich

focusseson skillsdevelopmentand careerspreparationsfor the future.

We have delivered our first workshop for aspiring young people to

encourageindividual creativity, public speakingand reflection on their

future ambitions. The workshop aims to excite, unite, develop

confidence,and give the young people a voice which is not only heard

by employersbut alsoa future voicethey areproud of and trust.

In responseto the pandemic,the focusmoving forward will be

on skillsdevelopment,careersand mental health. We will be delivering

more exciting and engagingprogrammeswith our expandingnetwork

of employersand companies. Next year will be sucha fantastic journey

for youngpeople.

At the USCharitableTrustwe are family and we makesurethat

our young people are alwaysour number one priority. We will always

listen, adapt and support those who need USthe most. Havea great

Christmas everyone! See you all in the new year where our next

adventurebegins.



54



55555555

Parent Pay
We are a cashlessschool. Parentsneed to pay for their children's
mealsin advance. Parentshavethe option of topping up ParentPay
online (there is a link at the top of the schoolwebsitehomepage)or
by goingto a shopdisplayingthe ParentPaysign. All parentsshould
havereceiveda unique login (for the internet) and paymentcard(to
be usedin shops).

Parent Information
{ŎƘƻƻƭ wŜǎǳƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΧΦ
We are monitoring Government Advice regarding Tiers. Please check the School website 
www.ncc.brent.sch.ukand our Social Media platforms Twitter, Instagram and Facebook 
@nccbrentfor details as to when students will return.

Free School Meals Update
At long last the Freeschoolmealsservicecan now be accessedon line by parents. It is on TheBrent
Councilwebsite but a link is attached below. TheSchoolsadmissionserviceadvisethat they want all
future applications to be made on line not on paper forms. If parents do not have accessto a
computer until libraries open they can pop in and seeMr Noronha(AssistantBursarat NCC)Parents
cantake a photo on phonesto sendevidenceto BrentCouncil.

https://children.brent.gov.uk/SynergyCPD/Parents/default.aspx?_ga=2.224536282.158
5001364.1591022480-1544165908.1590680218

Sign in or Create an Account by clicking the link at above.
To make a Free School Meal Application, ensure you add all children that you wish to claim for (using 
the Add Child option) then click on the Submit Application button below this where you will be 
prompted to confirm your NI or NASS number and date of birth.
You will need to make an in-year school application if either of the following apply to you:
ÅYour child lives in Brent and does not currently have a school place
ÅYou wish to apply for a transfer to a school in Brent

ÅThis form willonly allow you to apply for a school place in a Brent school.For schools outside Brent 
please contact the Local Authority or the school directly for the application process.

@nccbrent
Keep up with all the NCC News and 
follow us on Social Media

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi3h-GI9OnSAhXpK8AKHQuyCzUQjRwIBw&url=http://st-edmunds.eu/school-life/parent-pay/&bvm=bv.150475504,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNElwJ5sx3PwR9NvF5zfLEtNd2KvUw&ust=1490265016503736
http://www.ncc.brent.sch.uk/
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We wish 
everyone in our 
Newman Family 

a very happy, 
safe and peaceful 

Christmas


