
11

The Newman 
Your College Newsletter Issue 24 Christmas Edition 2020

DearParents/Carers,

Asschoolstermsgo,this ranksright at the top asthe most memorable.
I have to start with our wonderful students, their resilienceand fortitude but aboveall
kindnessandgenerosityof spirits is at the veryheart of my visionfor this school.
As you will read in this newsletter, we have continued to provide a top classeducation
despitethe challengespresentedby a pandemic.
When I heard that at private schoolshad set lessonsso teacherscould teachfrom home
via online classroomappsI knew it wassomethingwe hadto do here.
Just becauseyou are from a wealthier backgrounddoes not mean you should have a
better quality learning experience. Our parents have continued to support us and this
has meant so much to our staff during this often turbulent term. Our staff have been
wonderful role models,displayingresilienceby showingup for our studentsevenwhen
their own liveshavebeenaffected. Theyaretrue heroesof their profession.

It has been tough but as a school and community we have rallied. We have stood
together duringthis incrediblydifficult time andwe havecomethrough it together.
There is an indomitable spirit, a senseof community and feeling of family that I have
neverseenreplicatedat other schools. Thereis genuinelove betweenstaff andstudents.
Wewould run through brickwalls for eachother.
It just remainsfor me to wish you all a very restful Christmasbreak.
Wehaveall earnedit . We look forward to welcomingyou backin the NewYear.

DPCoyle
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We are committing our fundraising activities for two years to an Ψ!ŦǘŜǊ-School
tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩin the Beirut suburbs, in a partnership between UK-based The
ConstantinianCharitableTrust(TCCT)andtheir partner CARITASLebanon. Its aim is to
prepareSyrianrefugeeand disadvantagedLebanesechildren, irrespectiveof faith and
gender,in seriousdangerof dropping-out of school,for eventualvocational/technical
or HigherEducationby ensuringtheir continuedStateeducation. The3-yearprogramof
After-schoolteachingand plannedactivities(currentlyheld in four centreswith a total
enrolmentof 400) in Beirut, aimsto promote their rights,provideprotection, and give
hope to their familiesand neighbourhood. TheTrusthopesfirst to raise£325,000 for
the DekwanehCentre, South EastBeirut and the Ain El- RemmanehCentre, South
Beirutto ensuretheir fundingfor three years.

ProfessorIan Linden,the chairmanof the TCCThasresponded: άLwasvery movedas
were the other Trusteesof TheConstantinianCharitableTrustthat the NewmanCollege
Governors will be directing the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎfundraising activities in support for the
AfterschoolProgramme. My hope is that this new relationshipbetween the children
attending NewmanCollegeand the disadvantagedLebanesechildren and the Syrian
refugeesattendingthe programmewill be of realmutualbenefit by further nurturing in
the NewmanCollegestudentsthe practiceof solidaritythat PopeFrancisspeaksabout
soƻŦǘŜƴέ.

Mr Coylestated: "I am delightedthat the superbwork of this schoolover the last few
yearsin supportingrefugeesfrom Syriahere in Brentaswell asfrom other partsof the
world will now embracechildrenin Lebanon. I am convincedthat the relationshipsthat
will developasa result of this project will be of great benefit to all thesechildrenand
their communities."

TheChairmanof the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎGovernors,PaulhΩ{ƘŜŀΣwrites: ά.ƻǘƘNewmanCollege
and the TCCTproject have thus far been involved in supporting Syrian children
displacedand disturbed by terrible conflict in their country, albeit in different places
and different ways. Thisspeaksto the solidarity to which we are called in supporting
thosesufferingthe consequencesof povertyin Lebanonandthosewrenchedfrom their
homelandbyǿŀǊέ.

£325,000 

Our first Fundraising Activity was Christmas Jumper Day on December 16th. 

Staff and Students joined in the festive spirit and we raised £410

#faith in action

So far
£410

Charity Fundraising Partnership
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When lockdown began in
March, we started providing
food to over 50 vulnerable
families who due to
circumstances,lost their jobs,
were furloughed had no
recourse to public funds,
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘaccessUniversalCredit
and more. The NCCFoodbank
grewfrom this.
This need for food still
continues now. The foodbank
operates every Friday in term
time from 3.30-4.30pm in rain,
hail or sunshine.

#feedourfamilies
#faithin action

Friday Foodbank

Caritas have supported us
throughout the pandemic,
through the provision of
food supplies and
supermarket vouchers.
Sister Silvana, the
Development Worker for
Caritashas been a beacon
of supportand ideasfor us.

Elaine and Kirsty from the
Yardcollect food from local
residents for us on a
weekly basisand drop it off
to us. This support is
invaluable and we really
appreciate all they are
doingfor us.

Our newest partnership is with our neighboursWates,
who are building the development on LongstoneAve.
Theyhavedonated food and they gaveus a fridge to use
for our foodbank. We very muchlook forward to working
with Deniseand her team to find out more about careers
in the constructionindustry

At the height of the pandemicthe
Community Response Kitchen
provided us with weekly
provisions. Although they have
scaleddown their operationstheir
support is still there.

Thanks to Brent Council 
Marsh Road depot for 
dropping off two van  loads 
of food.
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#feedourfamilies
#faithin action

Friday Foodbank

Thank you to Dulcie
Josephthe owner of the
TrinidadRoti shopwho is
a Community Champion
here in Harlesdenand a
pillar of the local
community. 5ǳƭŎƛŜΩǎ
generosity has enabled
us to purchase Asda
vouchersto support our
vulnerable families over
the Christmas Season.
We very much
appreciate her donation
to us in these
challengingtimes.

We need to recognise the students and staff who
willingly volunteer and give their time to run the
Foodbankand make it possible- Antonio, Moussa and
Joseph,MissKiernan,Mr RocheMisshΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭand Miss
Grace.
We also appreciate the generosity of NCC staff who
have given us monetary or food donations .

We really appreciate the support 
of Amy, Abi and theHigginsteam at 
Dan Court, Park Royal for their food 
donations and £50 Asda Voucher

Thankyou to Patrick McKayand the team at St Michaels
and All Angels Steel Pan Band who made the Foodbank
possible by sharing their shipping container with us for
storage.

Thank you to Elmwood Tennis Club
membersespeciallyRoseRouse,Sophie
Rossdale,Caro Rossdaleand Charlotte
Edgell for their support towards the
Foodbank

A generous monetary donation
came to us via the Daniel Omari
Smith Trust. Daniel our ex student
wastragicallykilled in May 2010

Thanks to Julia Straker, 
one of our parents for 
regularly dropping off 
left over food from the 
Harlesden Foodbank

We received a lovely yellow cab load delivery of 
food from Ginny and David at Grand Union part 
of St Georges. This was very much appreciated.



5

London Citizens Reboots Online
Following a 6-week training course in May (hosted by London
Citizens), Dillon Donnelly and Dhruv Hirani, Year 11 students
decided to take action into their own hands and reboot London
Citizensin order to raise awarenessabout the ΨІŘƻƴǘȊŀǇǘƘŜȊƛǇΩ
campaign- which aims to stop the government from taking away
free travel from under18Ωǎ.
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The club rebooted on Wednesday 18th
November and had a huge turn out of 21
attendees, spanningfrom Years7-11. Since
the meeting, the students have discusseda
variety of key topicsso far, includingwhy the
campaignis important to them, the effectsof
taking away the zip card, how to sharetheir
opinions effectively and how to raise
awareness.

In the future the Year7 students,with the help of the Year11Ωǎand staff members,plan
to recorda short informative play which illustrates the devastatingeffectsof taking away
the Zip Card,such as the detrimental effects on children's education and the financial
pressureput on familiesto payfor transport.

One Year 7 students said: Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴCitizensis important to me becauseit helps us to
improveLondonandits issuesthat affect everybody- studentsandadultsΩ.

Dillon Donnelly, a Year 11 student, stated: ΨhǳǊnew campaign in London Citizens
(#dontzapthezip)is so important to the lives of all the children who rely on free public
transport to get to school,andaround[ƻƴŘƻƴΩ.

Dhruv and Dillon



Thank-you to all those who have again supported our shoeboxappeal. It is always
great to seeour schoolat this time of year live out the ideals of our Christianfaith
wherewe displayChrist'slove to thosein need.

Eachyear we collect shoeboxesof presents which will then be distributed to less
developed countries, to children who are living in poverty and who would not
normally receiveanythingon Christmasmorning.

This year we presented around 50 boxes of wrapped presents which was a
considerableachievementconsideringthe challengingyearthat we haveall had.

During this appeal, it is so good to seethe effort that the whole schoolcommunity
makes. Thanksto all those who contributed, pupils and parents who speciallymade
their own boxes,pupilswho mayhavegivenup old favourite toys andwho generously
donated their own pocket money. A specialmention must go to those studentswho
also volunteered to help with wrapping and organisingthe boxesbefore they were
droppedoff.

Our contribution was collected by the Samaritan'sPurse charity who were very
grateful for our efforts and reminded us of the gratitude and joy of the children
who will receiveour presents.

It is alwaysrewardingto seeeveryonecomingtogether in our schoolcommunity and
living out Jesus'commandmentof lovingothers.

Mr Hughes

CurriculumLeaderReligiousEducation
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{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴǎΨ tǳǊǎŜ
Operation Christmas Child

ShoeboxAppeal2020.

#faithinaction



¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ
ñWarm September brings the fruit,

Sportsmen then begin to shoot.ó 

The Months by Sara Coleridge (see other verses below)

As the apples and the blackberries ripened

on the branch, the days grew cooler,

September was upon us. The months of risk

assessments and planning for this new

academic year had arrived. The return to

school after months of lockdown and home

learning was a welcoming sight in Newman

Catholic College. The staff started the

Academic New year with prayers to thank

Almighty God for His many gifts to us,

especially during these last few months.

Loving God, we entrust ourselves to you. 
Daily guide our minds and hearts to that 
we will work for the good of our school 
community and be a help to all we meet 

this year.  
Teach us to be generous in our outlook, 
courageous in face of difficulty, and wise 

in our decisions. We ask this, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

We ask and pray for a successful, healthy and happy year ahead. That the pupils will

flourish and enjoy being back in class with their friends and teachers. That a love of life

long learning be established in all.

With the new Risk Assessments and the Government Restrictions the

Religious / Catholic life of the College looks different. The Form classes are leading the

prayer session with their Tutor. A longer once a week Form Prayer service, prepared by

the chaplain, is carried out in the Form time with pupil participation, almost like an

assembly.

With a brand new Year 7 there are new spaces for the Liturgy Group. These members

are chosen from and by the class. The election was more straight forward than the

November election in the USA. The Year 7 group helped the Chaplain to prepare

certain events for the form and the year group. These were especially helpful with

preparation for Advent and Remembrance Day events.

òFresh October brings the pheasant;

Then to gather nuts is pleasant.ó 

Feast Days ï Newman Day. The

Newman events this year had to be

altered due to the C19. The first

anniversary since the canonisation of St

John Henry Newman which was marked

with a whole school prayer service lead by

the chaplain and the Year10 liturgy group

from the chapel. This was broadcast live

to all classes and forms via google

classroom. The staff and pupils gave

positive feedback and appreciated the

occasion. It was very prayerful.

All pupils and all staff were issued with a

bookmark with prayers and quotes that
were used in the chaplains ñhomilyò.



The theme was ñFaith in Actionò. The ideas from St J.H Newman about being created

by God for a definite purpose plus the quote ñpreachthe gospel, if necessary use wordsò

by St. Francis of Assisi combined with the St Teresa of Avila ñChristhas no body but

yourséòPupils all received a gift of a chocolate bar as they were going home that day.

ñGod has created me to do Him some definite service.  He has committed some work 

to me which He has not given to another. I have my mission. I may never know it in 

this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection 

between persons. He has not created me for nothing.  I shall do good; I shall do His 

work.  I shall be an angel of peace.ò

October -Black History month: With events in

the USA over the Lockdown period and subsequent

ñdemosòhere in London the fight for greater

equality became a focus . The whole school once

again dedicated themselves to the greater good the

impact of people from around the world of every

nationality especially of Black and Asian heritage.

The Form prayers focused its attention on praying

for people struggling for freedom and equal rights

and recognition. How had the Catholic Church

reflected the diversity of those Saints in Heaven.

What black saint can you name?

òDull November brings the blast,

Then the leaves are falling fast .ó

November list: When we returned to school after half term it

was November. This is traditionally the month to remember

the Holy Souls. The Staff and pupils were able to name the

names of family members, relations and friends who have

passed to their eternal reward. These names were then

placed into our Holy Souls book which was placed before the

tabernacle on a stand on the altar. A candle was lit every day

and prayers offered. This is especially relevant after the

current year.

Add the names of your 
deceased relatives and 

friends.



òChill December brings the sleet,

Blazing fire and Christmas treat.ó

Prayers: The chapel is open, sanitised and available for

all the Newman Community to use for prayer and quiet

reflection and devotions. The Forms have reconstituted

their liturgy groups. These stay in bubbles and assist

and participate in the classesôprayer services.

The New School Prayer Book: The

chaplain has drafted a new, updated school

prayer book. There is a copy available in the

Reception area and in the chapel. Staff and

pupils are often asking what to pray at times.

This booklet has prayers for various

occasions and people in our lives. The 100

prayers will in time be printed during the next

year.

The chaplain held a Remembrance Day 2 minutes silence within the school on Nov 11th at

11am. The representatives from Year 7 stood in the playground and were able to join in

the prayers and service. The Last Post was played. This was broadcast live to the entire

school where Form Tutors and their classes observed the silence and in a different way

joining in the occasion. Then fourteen 6th Formers went to Willesden Cemetery to visit the

War graves and memorial and laying a symbol of Newman on the graces and the

monument. This was a silent, prayerful event again with the Last Post played out across

the cemetery. Newman Remembers.

Advent & Christmas: As the nights draw in and Lockdown 2 is lifted, the college prepare for

Advent. The ChurchôsNew Year ends with the Feast of Christ the King. A teaching that Jesus

Christ is King of all. He is the Lord of Lord. The answer to prayers for various kinds: pain,

bereavement, Covid, furlough, job losses etc. We have as many prayers as thoughts and

concerns, but faith in Christ to reign triumphant over all.

The Liturgy group lead their forms Advent prayer service. With the candle on the wreath and

the chapel decked in purple as they Prepare, Pray and seek Penance during the build up to

Christmas. It is always uplifting to see a reflective group in the College chapel. Enjoying

them. Where pupils have an opportunity to build their relationship with their God.



The Christmas trees were erected in the

Hall, the reception area and at the foot of

the library staircase. Each are colour

coordinated: red & gold in the Reception,

coloured by the stairs and the hall Christmas

tree was a tree of thoughts, prayers and

intentions. With white lights blinking, staff

and pupils were asked to add decorations of

stars or hearts. These could be for those

who they haven't seen for a long time or for

people who have died this year. Thanks to

the volunteers for all their decorating . The

Crib is displayed in the corridor for all to see

as they pass by. A reminder that this is a

time for peace and joy.

We have started  a breakfast 

club in NCC.  Thanks to all 

donations.  

The college is running a Foodbank since March. It has continued as

the need is there. Students and staff volunteer to set up tables every

Friday in all weathers. The donations are coming in from various stores

and charities. Thanks to the regular helpers. Feel free to get involved.

The college is continuing supporting the Samaritan Purse

Project (the shoebox appeal) where the pupils complete a shoebox

packed with toys, toiletries etc. to go whizzing around the world to

children who would otherwise not receive a Christmas present this

Christmas. Whenever possible we aim to link faith with action (Mt

22:36-40). This year we went virtual as part of the Covid 19

restrictions. Packing boxes on line. All are sent for collection.

Meet the Year 7

Liturgy group.

Well done boys.

Looking forward

to working with

you all.





Welcome to the Religious 

Education department. 

This Christmas newsletter is

looking back to October, when

we focused on being Black and

Catholic .

As a department, we set our

students in Years 7-9 the

challenge from the Diocese of

Westminster to investigate what is

meant by being ôBlackand

Catholicõfocusing on Father
Paschal Uche - A British Black

born Priest in London .

The Diocese of Westminster released a

new article around ôBeingBlack and

Catholicõas the events of the past few

months, where the reality of racism has

been thrown into the spotlight, have

highlighted the urgent need to tackle

prejudice in the world and to promote

the dignity of every person .

In his message for World 

Communications Day 2020, Pope 

Francis reminded us that, ôEvery 

human story has an 

irrepressible dignity.õ

They invited four individuals to share

openly and frankly their experiences of

being Black and Catholic . One of

them being Father Paschal Uche is a

Deacon and will soon be ordained as

the first British-born black priest in the

Diocese of Brentwood .

Click here to read the article and

watch their videos .

Father Albert Ofere

Father Albert Ofere is one

of our school priests that

comes to say mass on

Fridays.

He was one of the priests

that inspired Father

Paschal Uche to become

a priest .

Father Albert is also a

music singer, bringing

African culture to catholic

songs.

Click here to listen to his

songs.

https://rcdow.org.uk/news/being-black-and-catholic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFOiwV7aH5Y&list=PLcQBDDJYUDrbbo3zGq9uKM_adLa0tDOEC&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lj0zndiy_YU
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Black Boys Book 
Club Goes 

Virtual 
TheBookclubrecentlyhada greatQ&Asessionwith the fantasticwriter JudeYawson.
Judeis a writer and a poet. He helped to kick-start PenguinRandomIƻǳǎŜΩǎnew
imprint #MerkyBookswhenhe editedandco-wrote{ǘƻǊƳȊȅΩǎ2018memoirΨwƛǎŜup:
The#MerkyStorySoFar.Ω

Sincethen, #Merky have worked with big names like the Barbicanand the Royal
Societyof the Arts,aswell asalongsideinspirationalartists like Malorie Blackmanand
BenjaminZephaniah.
άtƻŜǘǊȅΣέJudesays,is aboutάŎƻƳƛƴƎtogether to understandsomeoneŜƭǎŜΩǎform of
expression. It might be different, it might be unique,but ǘƘŀǘΩǎthe beautyof it.έ
Judenavigatedthrough endlessquestionsabout Stormzyand what it was like to co-
write for sucha huge star. Judegracefullyexplainedthe importanceof blackBritish
writers beingthe onesto tell the storiesof peoplefrom their own community. Hereisa
soundbite of someof the greatquestionsfrom our boysat NCC:
Question:- Kye: ά²Ƙȅdid youwant to write a bookfor StormzyΚέ
Answer:- Jude: ά¢ƘŜopportunity cameabout andΧwhenȅƻǳΩǊŜcomingfrom an area
that only you canrelate to, only certain typesof peopleΧonly you canreally describe
that experience...with Stormzyhewasalwaysjust supportingother blackŎŀǳǎŜǎέ

Question:- Jonah: ά²ƘȅStormzyout of allǊŀǇǇŜǊǎΚέ
Answer:- Jude: άǿƘŜƴit comes to our community and representation within our
community ȅƻǳΩǾŜgot to understand that ȅƻǳΩǊŜgrowing into a system that has
systematicallyandstructurallyheld blackpeopleback...thenȅƻǳΩǾŜgot characterslike
StormzyΧsoin termsof what all of theseyoungsuccessfulmenandwomenaredoing,
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜall literally trying to build the culture and the community Χto help with
opportunitiesthat weŘƛŘƴΩǘhavewhenwe wereyourŀƎŜέ.
άLŦI wasto go to a publisherandaskto submita story they might haveall theseother
details as to why this story ǿƻƴΩǘthrive or be successfulΧthen you got people like
Stormzyέ

Q5. Howdoesit feel writing a bookin an industryǘƘŀǘΩǎpredominantlywhite?
Jude:άƛǘfeelslike takingup space,but ƛǘΩǎa necessaryspace,onething I'll tell all of you
is that you probablyhaveexperiencesin your mind that only you canarticulate. Going
into those spacesat first I was a bit intimidated becausethere was not many black
faceshereΧbut then I realisedthis is whyƛǘΩǎevenmore important for our storiesto
be toldΧthis iswhenI realisedonly I candoǘƘƛǎέ
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Brilliant Blended Learning in English

With the Year 8s at home and a week left until 

their assessments, we were  determined to 

begin a week of online learning with a bang!

Thanks to the  help of Pear Deck, an interactive 

online PowerPoint tool, we managed to 

create lessons where students could take 

part at home, all at the click of a button.

Students revised together on everything they 

have learnt so far this year, from interesting 

adjectives and adverbs to how to make a 

persuasive argument successfully. 

As they wrote down their answers to questions 

at home, we could see every line drawn and  

every  letter typed so that we were able to 

congratulate successes, correct any errors, 

and motivate students to keep up the 

fantastic work.

Attendance was brilliant  and we were so 

impressed by how engaged and óswitched onô 

our students were, pardon the pun! A 

fantastic sign of things to come with 

technology supporting our quest to ensure 

Everyone Counts, Everyone Contributes, 

Everyone Succeeds.
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Students have developed their drama skills as well as life andcommunication 
skills such as; confidence building, making new friends, tackling the language, 
group work, self reflection and evaluation and ultimately we had a lot of fun!

ShakespeareSchoolsFoundation is a cultural education charity that uses
the unique power of Shakespeareto transform lives. Over this term, Year8
haverehearsedmultiple times a week; from rehearsingin schoolwith Miss
Hardy, to working with Shakespearetheatre professionalsin a specialist
workshop.



The whole production was led by the Year8 cast; from the actors, sound
technician,lighting technician,stagemanagersand props, with Miss Hardy
directing and overseeing it . The students worked incredibly hard as an
ensembleto ensureeveryonewasincluded,sharedideasand felt heard.

Year8 haveparticipated in the Nationwide ShakespeareSchoolsFestival,a
celebration of Shakespeare'splays, for the fifth consecutiveyear. Our cast
performed A MidsummerbƛƎƘǘΩǎDream,to a largeaudienceof 100 family,
friendsandstaff, in our schoolhall, on Friday20th November2020!



The students worked incredibly hard and were continually dedicated,
professionaland full of energyandexcitement.

Our studentshavedevelopeda love for theatre and drama,hugeaspirations
and growth in self-confidence, while making new friends and having fun
while learning. Theyhave tackled{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎgreat languageto createan
incredibly funny, dramaticandwitty performance.

Watch the live performance of
our Year 8 students performing
Ψ!MidsummerbƛƎƘǘΩǎDreamon
YouTube

https:// youtu.be/Tx75mqYi2j0

https://youtu.be/Tx75mqYi2j0
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Raising Aspirations
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John-Ray Rabanillo has finished 
his first piece on the maple leaf! 
Excellent job!

Daniel Shamon has created 
these brilliant life like leaves!

Year 8

Year 9

Science



BlackHistoryMonth:

Some of the mathematiciansresearchedincluded: Benjamin
Banneker (1731-1806), Elbert Cox (1895-1969), Euphemia
Lofton Haynes(1890ς1980), KatherineJohnson(1918ς2020),
TidjaneThiam(1962ςpresent)and Nira Chamberlain(1969ς
present). We received a number of outstanding entries and
these will be displayed in the maths corridor as soon as
possible.

FinancialMaths:

This year we are continuing our commitment to support the
development of ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩfinancial literacy using the Ψ¸ƻǳǊ
Money aŀǘǘŜǊǎΩprogramme, endorsed by Martin Lewis of
Money SavingExpert. Thisterm year 8 exploredbudgetingand
value for moneyas well as online paymentsecurity. Upcoming
topics for other year groups will include interest, savings,
understandingpayslipsandtax.

Maths Department News

As part of Black History Month we
invited students to celebrate and
widen awareness of diversity in
mathematicalachievement. Students
learned about the mathematical
journeyof Nira Chamberlain,a British
mathematicianbasedin Birmingham,
UK. Studentsthen createdpostersto
honour a successful black
mathematicianeither pastor present.



Maths Department News
UKMTMathsChallenge:

Thisyear the Mathsdepartmentis continuingour participationwith the
UKMT Maths challenges. The students involved last academic year
thoroughlyenjoyedit andthis would be a greatexperiencefor your son,
sodo encouragethem to get involvedthis year.

Unfortunatelythe team challengeis unableto run this yearbut students
from Year 7, 8, 9, 10 will have the opportunity to compete in the
individual challengesagainstother students around the country. For
more informationvisit ukmt.org.uk

NSPCCNumberDay

Themathsdepartmentare excitedto be supportingthe NSPCCthrough
celebratingNumberDay(Friday5th February2021) again. Therewill be a
number of events running throughout the day to raise money and
awarenessfor the work of the NSPCC. Themoneywe raisecouldhelp to
fund Childline, the 24/7 helpline for children to contact, whatever
difficulty ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜfacing or help NSPCCto visit more schoolswith the
Speakout Stay safe programmeςgiving children the knowledgeand
confidenceto speakout about anythingǘƘŀǘΩǎworrying them, including
abuse, so they can get help. For more information visit
www.nspcc.org.uk

Equipment:

All studentsare requiredto havetheir full equipment,includinga Maths
set and a scientificcalculator. Theseare availableto buy through parent
payat a subsidisedcost: £1 for a HelixMathsset,and£10 for a Casiofx-
83GTXscientificcalculator.
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We arepleasedto announcethat the new NCCgymwill be openingin January2021. Mr Finnie
andthe PEteamhaveworkedtirelesslysincethe summerin putting everythingtogether. It was
a building that had beenunder usedfor a number of years. Duringthe first lockdown,it was
fully cleanedout a brandnew floor wasput down. Thiswasthe first stagein the development
of the gym.

Thenext stageof the developmentwasputting the correctequipmentso that it couldbe fully
utilised properly. FortunatelyMr Finniehad a multi gym,which he an ex student managedto
build during the summer. This machinecan be used for a variety of different exercisesand
accordingto Mr Finnieit isΨƛƴŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛōƭŜΩ. Thereis a new set of wonderful weightsthat have
just been addedwhich go all the way from 2.5kg ς25kg. We have also managedto include
three fantastictreadmills. Soanybodywho is thinkingof runninganymarathonsthen theseare
the thing for you. Thegymalsohasa new HDTVwhichcanbe usedto showexercisevideosor
playmusicwhile working.LǘΩǎa fantasticadditionwhichaddsto the overallexcellentexperience
of NCCgym.

With all that beensaidthe most important part in all this is how we get you the studentsusing
this. We have had to put protocols in place due to COVID-19 which has delayedus letting
studentsaccessit. Foranystudentswho want to usethe gym,an inductionneedsto takeplace.
Thisis soall studentsknow how to safelyuseequipmentso theyŘƻƴΩǘincur any injuriesfrom
lifting heavyweightsor lifting weightsincorrectly. Oncestudentshavebeen inductedthey will
then be givena passwhichgivesconfirmationthat they havebeensafelyinductedandareable
to useall of the equipmentin a safemanner. Now due to the sizeof the gymwhich is relatively
smalland the ongoingCOVID-19 situation we are unableto allow studentsfrom different year
groups. Studentswill havedesignateddaysin which they canusethe gymand it will be a first
come first servebasis. Asof right now, we can only allow five studentsat a time. Soyou will
needto be fast. Overthe Xmasholidaysget your training programmesreadyfor the new year.
Myselfand the PEteam would like to wishall studentsa veryHappyChristmasandprosperous
new year. Pleaselookafter yourselfandyour family.

All the Best.

Mr Mc Crannandthe PEteam.
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HS2 is a massiveinfrastructureproject happeningright here on our doorstepat NCC,
with the developmentof Old OakCommonStationprovidinga superhub connecting
London,Birminghamandthe North West.
Thisterm, as part of their UKeconomymodule,our Year11 Geographershavebeen
getting to gripswith just ǿƘŀǘΩǎinvolvedin makingHS2 a reality. Studentshavebeen
researchingthe argumentsfor and against,before facing off againsteach other in
teams,usingopinion supportedby evidenceand persuasiveargumentsto try and win
the debate.

Competition was fierce but, as team captain, Thierry Halgand walked away with the 
prize (a tub of Cadburys Heroes) to share with his teammates. The winning argument? 
Those in favour of HS2 ςǿŜΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜΗ  

Geography News
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