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DearParents/Carers
OnSundayOct 13th 2019, I joined tens of thousandsof fellow pilgrims in a massto
celebrate the canonisationof John Henry Newman. This took place in St tŜǘŜǊΩǎ
Squarein Rome.
It was a bright, stunningly beautiful day and I was there to represent our
wonderful HarlesdenSchooland the values of the Nineteenth century Cardinal.
Visually the ceremonywas phenomenal. Thousandsof priests dressedin white,
the presenceof PopeFrancisand the awe-inspiring architecture of .ŜǊƴƛƴƛΩǎ17th
CenturyVaticanplus the delightful singinggavemuchopportunity to reflect on the
historic grandeurandmagnificenceof the CatholicChurch. AsI reflectedon the life
of St. JohnHenryNewman,however I cameto appreciatea deeperresonance. This
hasin my view greatefficacyfor our Brent community.
In essence,Newman stood for equality. HisƳƻǘǘƻΣέHeart speaksunto ƘŜŀǊǘέΣin
my mind, saysthis: no matter, the superficial differencesthat we might have as
humanswe are all the same,our hearts beat, love, and feel pain in exactly in the
sameway. Weall therefore sharea commonhumanityΧ.moreoverthis simpleand
axiomatic statement needs to be the guiding if principle in all our lives Χeven
when it is difficult !
Thisinclusivenessunites NCCand makesit sucha happy,positive and productive
environment in which to work and study. It underpins the school mission
statement that, ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜcounts,everyonecontributesandeveryonesucceedsά. I
fundamentally believe that what happens on a day-to-day basis at our school
illustrates the best of our human race. It raisesthe spirit and givesconfidenceto
the belief that we can,together createa better world.
Theautumn term 2019hasnow ended. It hasbeena solid 4 months of hard work
and high quality teachingand learning.We are all better humanbeingsbecauseof
the past 16 weeks. It is however now time to rest, to be with and carefor loved
onesand to havesomefun!
Thanksto all for the support andhavea marvellousChristmasholiday.
Seeyou all on January7th 2020for the start of a new term, yearanddecade.

Regards
DanielPatrickCoyle



Start of the New Year
Thestaff returned in Septemberandnew staff were welcomed. Thenew academicyearwasstarted
with prayerandreflection. TheChaplainled the prayersessionwith staff participation. We reflected
on the upcomingcanonisationof BlessedJohnHenry Newman. άDƻŘhas created me to do Him
somedefinite service. I havemy mission. Hehasnot createdme for naught. I shalldo good; I shall
do Hiswork.έWhat is our mission?What is the harvestof our labours?We askedGodto blessour
work, our staff,pupilsandparents.

/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ Report

JohnHenryNewman,(21st Feb1801-11Aug1890) wasa priest,poet andtheologianandlater a cardinal,
who was an important and controversialfigure in the religioushistory of Englandin the 19th century.
OriginallyanOxfordUniversityacademicandpriest in the Churchof England. In 1845Newman,joinedby
someof hisfollowers,left the Churchof Englandandhisteachingpostat OxfordUniversityandbecamea
member of the CatholicChurch. He was ordainedas a priest and continued as an influential religious
leader,basedin Birmingham. In 1879, he was createda cardinalby PopeLeoXIII in recognitionof his
servicesto the causeof the CatholicChurchin England. Newmanfoundedthe schoolfor boysin Dublin
whichevolvedinto UniversityCollegeDublin,todaythe largestuniversityin Ireland.
From the latter half of 1886, his health began to fail, and he celebratedMass for the last time on
ChristmasDayin 1889. On 11 Aug1890, he died of pneumoniaat the BirminghamOratory. Eightdays
later hisbodywasburiedalongsideAmbroseSt. Johnin the cemeteryat RednalHill,Birmingham.



A holy man in search of the truth 
Thecausefor his sainthoodwasopenedin 1958andhe wasdeclaredVenerableby PopeStJohnPaulII
in 1991after his life of ΨƘŜǊƻƛŎǾƛǊǘǳŜΩwasrecognised. Newman'sbeatificationwasofficiallyproclaimed
by PopeBenedictXVIon 19th September2010duringhis visit to the United Kingdom. Hiscanonisation
wasdependenton the documentationof additionalmiraclesattributed to his intercession. JohnHenry
Newmanwascanonisedin Romeon 13th Octoberby PopeFrancis(attendedby the Headteacher& Fr
Stephen).

bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ aƻǘǘƻ ƛǎΥ 
άCor ad cor loquiturέ 

("Heart speaks unto heart")
Therewere2 schoolmasseson the 9th Octoberthat involvedthe entire school. KS3 andKS4 hadmassat
the Shrineof Our Ladyof Willesden,Pupilsserved, read, sangand were involved in the Offertory
Procession. Theparishchurchwasfull to capacity. Therewasat times standingroom only. It wasa very
spiritualoccasionwith Fr!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎhomilybasedon the life of JohnHenryNewman.
Sixth Formerscelebratedmassin the school hall with Fr Marcelin. This again was organisedby the
chaplainand executedin conjunctionwith the Headof Yearand membersof SLT. Thepupils,with help
form the head boy (Shamal)stepped forward to read, serve and to be involved in the offertory
procession. Theysangand joined-in in the mass. Fr Marcelin and staff as well as studentswere full of
complimentsandpraiseafter the Mass. Everypupil wasissuedwith tokensof remembrancefor the day.
TheChaplainhadStJohnHenryNewmanPrayercardsprinted anddistributedaswell ascommemorative
badges,etc. Did you get them? Assemblieswere basedaround the life and teachingsof JohnHenry
Newman. Eachday in October up to and including the canonisationweekend,the chaplaintweeted
quotesandreflectionsfrom JHNandhistheologicalinsights. Didyoufollow them?

BishopJohnSherringtoncelebrateda Masson Wednesday30th October for the canonisationof St JH
Newman. Theschoollookedbeautiful,bedeckedwith flowersandbanners/flags. Thepupilswere eager
to staybehind to take part in the Mass. Theytook up roles (somefor the 1st time). Theyread,served,
involved in processions. The planning and preparation started months earlier involved writing the
biddingprayerswithin the specialLiturgyGroup. TheMasswasconcelebratedby priestsfor the deanery.
Therewere manyexpupils(thosefrom the Hinsleydays)aswell aspupilsfrom today. Thecongregation
wasjoined with local religiousandVIPs. TheMasswasfollowed with refreshmentswhere peoplecould
meet BishopJohn,the leaderof the CouncilCllrButt, localBrentpoliticiansandOfficers,the localpolice,
Headteachersfrom other Catholicschoolsandthe BrentMayor. All weredelightedto be in attendance.
Thepupilsate, drankandmixedwith all, beingphotographedwith many. Thefollowing daythere wasa
greatbuzzaroundthe college.



Thechaplainhaschangedthe structureof the LiturgyGroup. Therewill now be yeargroupliturgy groups
that meet ½ termly at least. Theyassist,plan and organisethe classand year Liturgy alongsidethe
chaplain. Thisallowsmorestudentsto be involved. Themembersarerepresentingtheir forms. TheY7,8,
9 &12 have met already and been involved by writing the bidding prayers for mass,organisingthe
readers,etc. All Massesinvolvethe LiturgyGroup. Yeargroupmusiciansplaymusicwith Mr. Osbornand
Mr Lawrencefrom the Music Dept. All pupils attend massand either receiveHoly Communionor a
blessing. Theseare very respectfultimes and are attendedby staff who are availableduring that time.
Thanksto visiting(supply)priestswe are able to celebrateMasseveryweeksincethe start of the new
academicyear.

Liturgy Group

Marian Procession
Sunday20th Oct was the torchlight processionof
Our Lady of Willesden around Harlesden. Even
though this was in half term the college was well
representedwith pupilsfrom variousFormsandyear
groupscoming out on a cold dark Sunday,walking

the streetsof Harlesdenrecitingthe Rosary.

Sunday22nd Septstaff and pupilsattendedMassto
celebrate Education Sunday. It coincided with
HarvestSundayso the congregationwere askedto
bring packetsof food and tinned products. The 3
local Catholic schools were present. A packed
church. Pupils were given various roles including
readingandpart of the offertory procession.

The Yr 7 & 8 form groupsare regular membersof
Our Lady of ²ƛƭƭŜǎŘŜƴΩǎ10:00am congregationas
we take an active part in the weekly parish mass.
Theseare celebratedby Fr Stephenor Fr Andrew
and eachweek the boys read the 1st Readingand
the Psalm. Then every Friday, whole year groups
haveregularMasswith FrAlbert or anothervisiting
priest.

Education Sunday

All Saints, All Souls
Friday 1st Nov was the feast of All Saints. This
followed a week of assembliesbased on the
theme of All Saints& All Souls. Thisholy day, a
day of solemnity was celebratedwith massesin
the Parish church and in the college. Pupils as
alwayswerecalleduponto takeactiverolesin the
masses: serving,readingandprocession. Thisalso
involved singingand respondingto the parts of
the Mass. Staff and pupilswere able to complete
list and request for the remembrancebook. ς
those who havepassedawaywho we remember
in a specialway in November. Thisbook is present
during all the massesin school as well as the
prayersessionsin the chapel.



Gardening ςEnrichment 
The chaplain has restarted his enrichment
gardeninggroup. The group is comprisedof
6th formerswho volunteerto work and learn
about gardening. This involves harvesting
vegetables from the spring planting and
preparingthe window boxesfor the season
ahead. Learningthat there is a seasonfor
everything and that even small acts are
caringactsfor the schoolenvironment.



Pilgrimages

TheChaplainorganisedan educationaltrip to Romefor a groupof Y10 pupils. Theytravelledout on the
14th Novandreturningon the 18th. Thetrip involvesnumerouschurchesespeciallythe major cathedrals
and basilicas. Pilgrimageaccording to GCSEtopic, is very important in some religious traditions.
Christiansbelievepilgrimagecanhelpthem developspirituallyandbringthem closerto God.

Romeisa veryimportantplaceof pilgrimage, particularlyfor RomanCatholics.

TheVaticanis the homeof the Pope,the spiritual headof the CatholicChurch. Theybelievethat Jesus
appointedStPeterasthe leaderof hisdisciples. Somepeoplego on pilgrimagessimplybecauseit is an
opportunity for them to enjoy the feeling of connection with God and all His creations. ... On a
pilgrimage,there is a feeling that all are equal in the eyesof God, regardlessof their status in the
everydayworld.

Thevisitsare linked to the REcurriculume.g. the creationand the last judgment in the Sistinechapel,
the tree of life in SanClemente. Thecomplicationsof Brexitaddsa challenge.

Roma 19 Ciao Bella Citta

A Roman òHolidayó
As we wiped the sleepfrom our eyesthe pilgrimsgatheredat HeathrowT5 for a 4am start. Passports
presented,checkedin andwith tired excitementwe bid farewell to parentsandLondonaswe headedfor
5 daysin the EternalCity,Rome. Uponarrivalwe checkedin andwent for our first proper Italianmeal. ά!
tablefor 11peopleǇƭŜŀǎŜΚέ

Afterwardsit wasoff to explorethe new city centre and to know our home for the next few days. The
Piazzas,the fountains,the churches,the narrowstreets. Comparingthe stepmonitorsappson mobilesat
the endof the day. It isamazinghow theyvariedeventhoughwe walkedthe sameroutes. Technology?

Gelato,pizza,spaghettiandpastawere the orderof the day. BuonAppetitotutti!

TheYr10 pilgrimageto Rometook in placesthat were relatedto the GCSERECurriculum. TheCreationof
Adamin the Sistinechapel,the LastJudgement,the history of the CatholicChurchand the Treeof life in
SanClementechurchwere amongthe placesto go. We were able to understandthe idea of pilgrimage
and why pilgrims travel to holy sites suchas the Vaticanand Rome. The trip was a great successand
thanksto the PTAfor their support,especiallytheir financialsupport. Year9 havebeenoffered the same
for their start to Year10ςRoma20.



7

Goingto Romewasa wonderful experience.
Westayedin a 4 * hotel andwe were treated
with a lovelybreakfastbuffet everymorning.
Waking up early we visited the Sistine
Chapel,VaticanCity and loads more places,
and ate a lot of traditional dishes. In the
eveningwe hustledwith the street sellersto
get souvenirsand toys for cheap. Overall it
wasa greatexperienceanda greatchanceto
bond and get to know my teachers and
peers. Rhuvawn

Reflections on Rome
Rome was a truly incredible experience. Whilst you can see the
sightseeingviewpoint of the visit, there is also an incredible
religiousperspectivethat youcanonlyseefrom a visit. With somay
beautiful Basilicasand churcheswith fantastichistoricalbackstory
dating backthousandsof year to the Romansand even Peter. The
food was exquisiteand the opportunities were once in a lifetime.
Owen

During our pilgrimage to Rome, we got to
experience a plentiful amount of Italian
culture, sights and authentic food. Someof
the highlightsof our trip includegoingto the
Vaticanandlisteningto the Popespeak,going
to the Colosseum and most importantly
getting to explore Romeon foot and gaining
the confidence to talk to street sellers. To
conclude,I believethat this wasa truly worth
while and eye opening trip that I would
recommendeveryoneexperience. Gintaras

This years NCC trip to Rome was a fantastic
experience. We got to see the religiousside of the
city as well as the iconic sightsof Italy such as the
Colosseumand the Vatican. We got to experience
freedom and also fresh air! A real taste of Italy
everyday. We also had a lot of fun hagglingwith
street sellersand attempting to bargain. We learnt
some words in Italian and ordered lunch everyday.
Thetrip wasfun and I wishedwe could stayagainat
leastonemoreday. Chineme

TheRometrip wasmy favourite trip abroad. In Year6,
I went to the beautiful islandin Spainand I thought it
would be the best trip LΩŘever go to in my life. I was
proven wrong. RomeΧThe sights were unique, the
hotel was pretty nice. The trip made me more
religiousandthe food wasto die for. Honestly. Thierry

Questa gita scolastica, abbiamo 
visitato il Vaticano, il Colosseo, 
Piazza del Popolo, eccetera.
La cosa che mi ha colpito di piu' e' 
stato vedere il Papa, e' 
un'emozione che non scordero' 
mai.C'era un'ottima atmosfera in 
gita, e tutti i compagni si sono 
trovati benissimo"
Un'altra cosa che mi e' piaciuta 
molto e' che Mr Roche e Ms Grace 
sono stati bravissimi e hanno 
aiutato moltissimo non solo me, 
ma anche tutti gli altri 
studenti.Samuel

We saw Pope Francis 
from his window

Artworks ςThe Creation of Adam, The Pieta, The Tree 
of Life part of the GCSE RE Curriculum
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A Schoolof Sanctuaryis a safe,welcomingplace,especiallyfor those seekingsanctuary.
It is a school who welcomes asylum seeking and refugee families into their school
communityandfostersa culture of welcomeandinclusionfor all.

We continue to welcome new students who are Asylum Seekers and Refugees to our 
School of Sanctuary. Our Refugee Co-ordinator Miss Saran has organised a number of 
exciting activities that students have participated in.
/ƻǊŀƳΩǎ Young Citizens ran a workshop for  young people from migrant and refugee 
backgrounds to encourage them to feel positive about their life and future 
Students participated in photography workshop run by Fotosynthesis to help refugee and 
asylum seeking students have a voice. A follow up workshop developed further their skills 
and encouraged them to use arts to communicate 
There have also been Yoga sessions for older girls to improve                                                              
their wellbeing and encourage discussions.
A new cohort of students have been attending the Shine                                                            
Programme at the American School in London on Saturdays. 
Miss Saran teaches English to newly arrived parents on Wednesdays from 9-11am.

A new yearmeansa new leadershipteam. Year10 students
Dhruv, Owen and Andre were elected to lead the Student
Councilthis year in a fiercely fought battle of four groups.
TheirdeputiesareYear8 studentsWaliandMoussa.
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΧ

Wewishthe new leadershipteameverysuccessasthey take
up the challenge. Theywill discussissuessuchas teaching
and learning,pupil progress,mental health and well being.
Mr Coyle has spent money to have renovations and
improvementsmadeto the student toilets, so this team will
be monitoring how studentstreat them. Theywill also look
at the environmentaroundthe school.



We attended the Citizens UK Ideas Workshop in Mayfair. This was to  prepare for 2020's London Mayoral 
elections, to build an agenda to make London safe for our young people. This workshop looked at 
concern about the number of young people getting injured and killed on our streets. We had an 
opportunity to participate in shaping what specific issues we would like to focus on towards the Mayoral 
Assembly.
Some of the issues included:
- relationship between young people & the police
- excluding young people from schools and how better to include them
- early intervention and support for parents
- feeling safe in public spaces and public transport
- access to opportunities (higher education / jobs)
We also attended the  Manifesto workshop at London Muslim Centre. This was an opportunity to
hear what other teams were working on and to distil issues into 3 clear priorities

Lead Up to the Mayoral Assembly

Roundwood Park Lights Update
A year after speakingin front of a full Brent Council meetingand askingfor lights in RoundwoodPark,
meetingswith CouncillorButt andhis team, petitioning local residentsand gatheringthe support of our
MPDawnButler, we aregetting the lights! Work on the lights commencedon October28th. Mr Kingand
our NCCteam visited recentlyand the lights are installedbut not yet functioning. Thisis an amazingwin
for us and shows that anything is possiblewith community support and working together. We really
appreciate the support of CouncillorsKelcher (KensalGreen) and Councillor Patel (Harlesden)who
realisedthe importanceof Youth Safety.



A Jewel in Brentôs Crown

We nominated Claudette for the Pride of Brent Award and

she won óVolunteerof the Yearô. Claudette is a shining

jewel in Brentôscrown. Every day, whatever the weather,

rain, hail, snow or shine during the school year, she is

found volunteering on the crossing outside Newman

Catholic College after school. In these times where young

people worry about getting home safely, Claudette makes

a difference. She makes sure our Newman students cross

safely and that the traffic slows down. After the students

have dispersed from the schools she then goes down to

the High Street and makes sure students do not gather but

catch their buses etc to make their way home. She is

amazing and thoroughly deserves recognition for the hours

she volunteers for nothing. Her positive personality and no

nonsense approach bring joy to our school community on a

daily basis.

Anti Bullying Council
Our Anti Bullying Council representatives had an

amazing opportunity to take part in the Anti-

Bullying Ambassador programme which is part

of the charity the Diana Award. Our students

conducted assemblies during Anti Bullying

Week. They will now help educate their peers on

bullying, lead on anti-bullying campaigns,

promote a culture which celebrates and tolerates

difference and help keep their peers safe both

online and offline. One of the outcomes of our

training is an anti bullying page on our school

website, an email address for ant bullying

concerns and an icon on every school computer

which takes you to the anti bullying webpage.

The Diana Anti-bullying charity is a scheme to help people cope with bullying and how to deal

with bullying such as telling a teacher or ignoring the issue. The Charity also helps us see

different consequences and results of bullying like depression and teaches us how to spot
bullying and how you can help. Moussa Year 8F



EveryYearthere are studentsand a member of staff that
have the opportunity to be nominated for
a JackPetcheyaward,'TheJackPetcheyFoundationwasset
up by Sir JackPetcheyCBEto inspire and motivate young
peopleacrossLondonand Essexto do their best and reach
their full potential' . Since2000, over£124million hasbeen
investedin programmesto benefit youngpeople aged11-
25acrossLondonandEssex.

We have had 3 Students this term that have won awards,

September - Daniel Purcaru Year 10 

He was nominatedby peersfor his personaldevelopment
where he showshis adaptability,careand resilienceto his
personallife andmaintaina positivefocuson hisschoollife.

'He is an inspirationto many'

October - Meanwell Umayam Year 10

Thisyoungman was nominatedby a number of his peers
for being a quiet young man that does not always get
noticed for all that he does in the school,for examplehe
setup hisown after schoolclubandisalwayswilling to help
otherswithout anyfuss.

'Academicallyhard working, and runs after school club
but is not always noticed, we would like to see him be
recognised'.

November - Prahlad Chandrakant Year 12
Thisyoungmanwasnominatedfor hisorganisationalskills,
alwaysreadyto get involved,he will helpat anytime with a
courteousand polite attitude. He is alwayssupportive in
liturgicaleventsinsideandoutsideof school.

'What a gentleman, a credit to his family, his school and 
above all himself, he makes a great difference to the life 
of NCC'

Miss H Hardy - Leader Award for 2019

Theleaderawardnominatedby manystudentsandstaff for
her devotion to the studentsaboveand beyond. Givingup
personaltime to support students,comingin over holidays
to support learning, staying after school with students
doing 'Shakespeare schools festival' learning lines,
understandingcharacters/roles,promoting team work with
year 8 students. Amongst all of this being positive and
generallymakingtime for anyonethat needsher supportor
guidance,alongsideher dailytimetable.

'Miss is alwaysthere and will do all shecanto help us,no
matter what the situation'

11
The Jack Petchey award is nominated once a month, ANY student 

can be nominated for going above and beyond school 

expectations, Will your child be next?
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Seasongreetingsto all, duringthis time of the year
as we prepare to celebrate this festive season
many of us will be spendingthis period with our
loved ones,sharingeachƻǘƘŜǊΩǎcompany,eating
too much and being spoilt with stuff we may not
necessarilyneed, but as we do please spare a
thought for those who may not be as fortunate.
Herearea few thoughtsfor you;

GratitudeςAswe get caughtup in the festivitieslet usnot forget to
be thankful for what we have.
FamilyςFamilymeansfriends too! Not everyonecanmakeit home
to their familiesfor Christmassocheckin with your friendsandmake
surethey havesomewhereto spendtheir Christmas.
Expectationsς5ƻƴΩǘbe too hard on yourself if everythingƛǎƴΩǘ
perfect, ƛǘΩǎthe spending time together in a happy environment
ǘƘŀǘΩǎimportant.
Help othersςDo you havean elderly neighbouror know someone
who needsa helpinghand?A quickcheckon them couldmaketheir
day.
CelebrateςLaugh,love, connect,eat, danceand sing,enjoy every
momentspentwith your lovedones.

If you or anyone you know is in need of support over the
Christmasperiod,pleasego to the school website and clickthe
Information tab and then Safeguardingtab to direct you to services
whichmaybe of assistance.
Miss Goodin
(Lead Student Mentor & Deputy Safeguarding Officer)

Mental Health &                    
Well Being

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjs6IXd1fjQAhUFtRQKHXOmDEMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-finder.com%2Ffestive-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNHiHHCA0a8BXmHG6tgUXXVL_k78Lw&ust=1481976206015176


Exam Results & Achievement
This year we - staff and governors are very proud of the achievement of our students 
and young people.

A quarter of our GCSE grades were also 9-7 (A**-As)

Our students made a combined Progress8 score of1.679which is our best Progress 8 
results ever as a school. This means that on average, our students performed 2 
grades better than expected.
Average Progress8 score in English is1.539
Average Progress8 score in Maths is1.692
Average Progress8 score in English Baccalaureatesubjects is1.849
Average Progress8 score in Foundation subjects1.541
Value Added in Science is1.449
Value Added Languages is0.576
Value Added in Humanity subjects1.539

We are proud of our collective achievementsand strive to continue to improve our 
standards and attainment of our students.

Wishing everyone of our school community a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous new year.

Miss C Abimbola
Assistant Head teacher- Quality of Education - Outcome for Learners, Curriculum 
Development, Timetabling & Exams
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Mr Coylepictured with two
of our most outstanding
and successful achievers
Andre and Vladut. Andre is
now studying at St
5ƻƳƛƴƛŎΩǎSixth Form
Collegeand Vladut is now
at University College
London



Raising Aspirations
In November, our more able students were taken on two trips that centred around 
raising aspirations.
¸ŜŀǊ мл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ  ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƭŘ {ƪƛƭƭǎ ¦Yέ ƭƛǾŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9·/9[ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ мм ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǇέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǇ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ 
and what they had to offer.

World Skills UK at the EXCEL

This exciting event was divided into four areas, each providing a focus on particular industry
sectors:
- Construction &  Infrastructure
- Health, Hospitality & Lifestyle
- Digital, Business  & Creative
- Engineering & Technology

Over 80 employers from across the UK were at LIVE, including BAE Systems, BMW, Coca Cola, HS2, IBM, 
Muller, NHS Careers, Royal Mail, Toyota and the armed forces, offering top jobs, apprenticeships and 
training opportunities.

Virtual Reality



Comments from students on  World Skills Live

άΧΦŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
construction, hospitality, business, etc. that told us 
that we could do work experience with them for two 
weeks and the benefits that work experience would 
give us once we go apply for jobs. We were also 
involved in a presentation on how to build a CV; this 
would also help us show our achievements, 
experience and qualifications when we go to apply 
for jobs.
Overall, I believe that this experience was 
educational and it widened our knowledge on life 
after school, which is very useful; therefore, I give 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ рκр ǎǘŀǊǎέΦ  Farhan Musa

ΦΦέL  Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
departments such as mace and other 
standard construction enterprises and 
asked them about how I can get into 
engineering (a-level in maths and English, 
then usually an engineering degree or 
apprenticeship) . We visited a small amount 
of colleges such as Cambridge then went 
into the technology section. We started at 
the environmental protection section, 
which worked on things like the hydrogen 
powered car and how to solve flood 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΦΧΦέ
Jan Kolterniak

ά¢ƘŜ {ƪƛƭƭǎ ¦ƪ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
informative exhibit for career paths. I found it 
interesting that the navy protects ships that carry 
cargo that is used in everyday life. I really 
enjoyed the Royal Air Force VR simulation, it 
taught me that information and analysing this 
information is important to the Air Force's job. I 
did a quiz at School of Engineering, Technology 
and Design, and it said I could be a mechanical 
engineer, which leaves a job to consider for my 
future. I have learned that the conditions for an 
apprenticeship in different construction 
companies are similar, as they all require similar 
ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦΣ Φέ

Andre Anil

άΧL ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
year. We played different games which were in 
the creative section. I personally enjoyed the 
games section where there were expensive 
brands such as Alienware.  We also took part in 
a Virtual reality event where we took the 
perspective of a construction worker and we 
drilled etc. A lot of DT was around there which 
was amazing. Lastly we spoke to a man who 
had told us about an event(we have to be 
18)where we go to America and teach children 
on a hobby that we enjoy doing. It was a great 
ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ L ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΦέ

Adam Chahi

ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
things I enjoyed the most. Furthermore, I also got to learn about new careers which I may be 
interested in, and I got the opportunity to play entertaining games that were related to careers I 
would like to be a part of in the future. I enjoyed the music production and medicine related stalls 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΦέ

Zeal Jani

Raising Aspirations



άaŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀǇέ ¸ŜŀǊ мм ςCentral Hall Westminster

This event involved representatives from top universities , there to speak to our 
students and guide them on paths they were interested in.
Making The Leap held their fifth annual Raising University Aspirations fair, aiming to 
broaden the horizons of London school children by introducing them to representatives 
from prestigious universities. The universities present were UCL, Kings College, 
Manchester university, Cambridge, SOAS, Oxford and many more.

Students were given the chance to talk to universities, a 
question booklet was provided to guide students to the 
sorts of questions they should be asking ςmodelled by 
Nimeire and Tre!

Also they were given a prospectus 
from each university to take home 
and read through, some students left 
with about 10 of them and a heavy 
backpack!

Raising Aspirations



άMaking the leap event was a good 

experience as it allowed me to have a 

better view on which universities could 

offer an engineering course that would 

suit my interests. In addition, it also gave 

me a wider view on what the universities 

specialise in and would be keen 

knowledge to have if I were to take a 

different route from engineering.ò Franz 
Agcaoili

άI have learned a lot from the 
Making the Leap event. My 
experience there was learning 
what the universities are like; the 
courses they do; what their 
requirements are; and their 
extracurricular activities that can 
be done outside of your learning. I 
visited many universities, such as: 
Cambridge; Oxford; Exeter; City 
and UCL. I enjoyed mostly the 
University of Cambridge - due to 
how many courses they have and 
the amount of events you can be 
in / do outside of your learning to 
add to your CV in the future.ò ï
Simeon Bozhilov

ñI think that the making the leap event 
was a very good experience because 
itôs helped me quite a bit. I got to learn 
a lot more about university life due to 
the abundance of universities present, 
stuff such as the multiple societies, 
sports and residence. Iôve also found 
out more about opportunities 
universities can provide me with, for 
example studying abroad for a year or 
doing work experience in the field Iôm 
studying. The event also benefited me 
because it showed many possibilities!ò
Ozzy Majewski

/ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ άaŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǇέ

Raising Aspirations



Raising Aspirations
Visit from Oxford University

Students from years 7-10 were visited by Dr Ed Dodson of Oxford 
University who came to deliver a talk on Life in Oxford. He spoke about the 

high academic standard of Oxford University, now being the number 1 
university in the world (Times Higher Education)and also the courses 

offered. There was also discussion about the wide range of extra curricular 
activities at Oxford and the chance for students to visit the university for a 

day!

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 5Ǌ 5ƻŘǎƻƴ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 
insight as to what kind of things you could 
expect at university. Before the talk I thought 
that university was not all that necessary or 
needed as I want to pursue a career in music, 
but Dr Dodson showed us all the different 
courses available at oxford university 
making me have second thoughts about 
attending any kind of university but 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻȄŦƻǊŘέ ςRobbie Majewski

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƛǎ 
Cyber Security, which involves 
Computer Science. I feel this 
University will help me achieve a 
high degree due to its highly 
qualified teachers and mentors, 
which is why Oxford is my ideal 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦέ WŀȅŘŜƴ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀ



Raising Aspirations
Visit from Oxford University

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 5Ǌ 5ƻŘǎƻƴ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǘƻ 
what kind of things you could expect at university. 
Before the talk I thought that university was not all 
that necessary or needed as I want to pursue a 
career in music, but Dr Dodson showed us all the 
different courses available at oxford university 
making me have second thoughts about attending 
ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ōǳǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻȄŦƻǊŘέ ς
Robbie Majewski

άThe university talk was really educational, Dr 
Dodson talked about the university and great courses 
ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ 
not only studying. He also explained that there were 
famous artists, music writers, even previous prime 
ministers that attended Oxford UniversityΦέ 
Alexander Dragnov

ά¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘŀƭƪ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
Dr Dodson spoke about the high 
standards of Oxford. He explained that 
it is now the number one university in 
the world and I am convinced that there 
is where I should be aiming to attend in 
the future. I will make sure I work hard 
to achieve m goals. Thank you Dr 
5ƻŘǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǘŀƭƪΗέ Kevin 
Vieira

άLwas invited to go and listen to Dr
Dodson talk about universities, in
particular Oxford. He spokeabout the
opportunities that university can give
you and how we shouldall try to get to
university. After this talk I felt inspired
to strive towardsgetting better at each
subject.έSamuelTracey



Yoga Class with Natty Little Yogis

TocelebrateBlackHistoryMonth 2019a groupof twenty year9 andyear10 studentstook part in a
yogasessionrun by Natty Little Yogis,which specialisesin yogafor teens to promote good mental
well-being. On31st Octobertheseselectedpupilsengagedin a seriesof exercisesaimedto increase
flexibility, energyand respiratory health; it was a beautiful sight to watch them sit and meditate
focusingon the here and now, their mind, body and soul, to be at one with themselveswhile the
trained instructor gavethem wordsof affirmation. Manywell knowncelebritiesandathletessuchas
LionalMessi,GarethBaleandLebronJamesregularlyparticipatein yogato improvetheir healthand
happinessandI amhappythe boysweresowilling to seizethis opportunity andI hopethey continue
to learnsomeof the techniquestaught.

άLenjoyedthe yogaclasswith my other students. I felt asif 8it helpedme relaxandrefocusaswell as
a bondingclassfor me and my friends. Thisalsoallowedme to stretch which wasimportant for me
becauseI playsports. In conclusion, thank MissRichardsand whoeverelseset up this chanceand I
will begratefulif I coulddo this againin the future.έJosiahPyneYear10
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Black History Month in the UK is celebrated
nationwide in October every year for nearly 40
years.
This month was originally founded to recognise the
contributions that people of African and Caribbean
backgrounds have made to this country over many
generations.
Now,BlackHistoryMonth hasexpandedto includethe history
of not just Afro- Caribbeanblackpeoplebut all blackpeoplein
general.
Blackhistorymonth wasfirst launchedin Londonin the 1980s,
where the aim was for the local community to challenge
racismand educatethemselvesand others about the British
historythat wasnot taughtin schools.

Made by History
The Voice Newspaper annual Made by History essay 
writing competition welcomed from schools up and 
down the country.
The Made by History competition aimed to 
encourage students to study history and connect 
with the icons of the past through unassisted 
research and a journey of self-discovery.Students 
were asked to submit a 500-word article on the 
ǘƻǇƛŎΥ Ψ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘȅΚΩΦCade Denys from Year 10 was awarded a 
certificate of participation for his contribution to the 
competition.



Diwali Trip - Monday 28th October 2019
On the first day back after the October half term, we took our annual trip to the Hindu Shree
SwaminarayanTempleon WillesdenLaneto celebrate Diwali. 13 Paul and myself acceptedtheir
invitation to celebratethe festivitiesof Diwali with them in their mandir (temple) We had a lovely
walk to the mandirandwhenwe got there, the celebrationshadbeenin full swingfor a few hours.

The pupils were taken abackby the lively nature of the mandir and the noise of people praying,
chantingand worshipping. Diwali is the Hindu festival of lights and it is usuallycelebratedin late
Octoberor early November. Peopleusuallylight smalloil lampsand placethem by their doors and
windows to guide Ramabackhome. Thiscomesfrom the famousHindu story of Ramayanawhere
Ramaandhiswife Sitawerebanishedfor manyyearsfrom Ayodhya,a city in northern India. With the
helpof Hanuman,theywereeventuallyableto return to Ayodhyaandwerecrownedkingandqueen.

It is a happyfestival,where peopleusuallygiveeachother cardsand presents. Thepupils learnt all
about this from one of the guidesand were amazedat the amount of food that hadbeenmadeand
offeredat the mandir. Wewere then broughtupstairsto enjoytheir hospitalitywherethe pupilswere
givena beautiful Indianvegetarianmeal,whichwasa new experienceto manybut nonethelesswent
down very well! This is a trip we have done for many yearsthanks to the invitation of the Shree
SwaminarayanTempleandit isonethat we hopewill beextendedfor manyyearsto come!!

Samaritans Purse - Operation Shoebox Appeal 2019
Thank-you to all those who haveagainsupportedour shoeboxappeal. It is alwaysgreat to seeour
schoolat this time of year live out the idealsof our Christianfaith where we displayChrist'slove to
those in need. Eachyear we collect shoeboxesof presentswhich will then be distributed to less
developedcountries, to children who are living in poverty and who would not normally receive
anythingon Christmasmorning. Thisyearwe presented100boxesof wrappedpresentswhichwasa
considerableachievementconsideringall the other charitiesour schoolsupports.

Duringthis appeal,it is sogoodto seethe effort that the wholeschoolcommunitymakes. Thanksto
all those who contributed,pupilsand parentswho speciallymadetheir own boxes,pupilswho may
have given up old favourite toys and who generouslydonated their own pocket money. A special
mention must go to those studentswho are very new to our schooland eventhe country, who got
into the spirit of the appealandgot involvedwith makingtheir own boxesandwho alsogaveup extra
time to wrapemptyshoeboxesin preparationof moredonationscomingin.

Ourcontributionwascollectedby the Samaritan'sPursecharitywho wereverygratefulfor our efforts
and informed us that our presentswould likely be headingto Nigeriathis Christmas. Also it seems
that our presentswill be usedthere for two religiouscommunitiesof ChristiansandMuslimsto bring
them togetheranddeveloptheir relationship. Thisis especiallypleasingandapt asit comesfrom our
own schoolcommunitywhichhasa significantnumberof studentsfrom other faith backgroundsand
who activelywork together in our schoolcommunityto foster goodrelationshipswith othersoutside
of their own faith. It is alwaysrewarding to see everyonecoming together and living out Jesus'
commandmentof lovingothers.

Mr Hughes, Curriculum Leader, Religious Education
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Performing Arts Newsletter

Lƴ нлнлΣ .ǊŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ [ƻƴŘƻƴ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ 
focused on exploring the stories, art and emotions that hold Brent together.

We took our studentson a journey,a local journeyto opentheir eyesto the Drama,Music,Art andArchitecture
Brent has to offer: RafaelMarques,Year12 is taking part in this momentousopening. He has been practicing
dancetwicea weekwith a professionaldancechoreographerin WillesdenGreenLibrary.

RISE

Risewill beperformedon the stepsat WembleyParkStationon the 18th of Januaryat 19:00 to 21:00pm.

Diva Opera in Brent

Year12 studentsattended the DIVAOperaat St. AndrewsChurchHarrow
Roadon Saturday7th of December. DIVA Opera are an internationally
renownedOperawhosesingershaveperformed in the RoyalOperaHouse,
CoventGardenand the EnglishNationalOpera. Thetickets were sponsored
by ChristineHarvey,at SudburyArtsEvents.

ABC OF BRENT

Twentyteachersandeducatorsacrossthe Boroughof Brentcollaboratedto produceaneducational

Resourcethat canbe usedin all keystagesand focuseson the A B Cof Brent. A standsfor the Arts,B is

for BrentandCis for Culture,exploringthe historyandheritagethat haveshapedBrent. Workingon this

resourceallowedthe studentsto explorewhat makesBrentimportant to them.

11Josephwrote the poemάIŀǊƭŜǎŘŜƴέandmadea contributionto the BrentAnthemwhichwill be sung

at the openingof Brent2020at the WembleyArenaHarlesden,BrentAnthem.
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Harlesden 
I see your Jubilee Clock stand high 
upon the block.
People preach with power.
The fire in their stories 
aim to shock.
Our stories
your story. 
Nothing to mock.
Brent
the place we love
represents peace
like the form of a dove.
Strolling down Harlesden
listen to the beat. 
Parade vast subcultures
of people we meet 
who burst 
with flavour 
from all over the place
who ooze 
out of shops 
like beef in a patty.
Each person asks 
which is the best?
Gather together
put it to the test.
On the 18 bus see
spray paint art sending
a tag straight to my heart.
We may not stay together
ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ
Community. 
Brent bound together 
like rice and beans
A unity of immigrants
no sword or spear can conquer.
Although it's not the safest
LǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘΦ
The pain and the struggle
make us what we are.
And if you give us a chance
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
with our hearts and our voices.
For these streets are our home
and here they will stay 
beautifully
ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ

, 

ht9w! Lb v¦99bΩ{ PARK

Year7 Francishave been invited to

form the chorus of an Opera. The

Operawas written by Mary Philips

who is the sisterin law of SirSimon

RussellBeale.

TheOperawill be performedin July

in vǳŜŜƴΩǎParkand QueenVictoria

will be played by Sir SimonRussell

Beale. Thestudentswork with Mary

Philips every Friday preparing for

the bigevent.

Mary Philips,working with year10on the MusicalΨWƻǎŜǇƘΩ.

Even though year 11 are busy preparing for their D/{9Ω{Σthey

showedtheir artistic talents by working together to write a poem

about Harlesden,they alsocontributed lines to the Brent Anthem

whichwill besungat the openingin WembleyStadium.

Three theatres in Brent, Who would believe it!

THEKiln,the Troubadourandthe EastLane.

We have a long and valued relationshipwith the Kiln theatre

and we attended two showsthere this term. ά¢ƘŜ7 Agesof

tŀǘƛŜƴŎŜέΣstaring our own drama students Rafael Marques,

Mihai MunteanuandMaksymilianMira

Merga, a wonderful community performancewhich also gave

our studentsan insight into the production and backstageof a

theatre.

In November we attended ά²ƘŜƴCrows±ƛǎƛǘǎέa dark and

disturbing look at modern, urban Indian lifestyles. It was

directedby IndhuRubasinghamMBE.
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The Troubadour in 

²ŜƳōƭŜȅ Ψ²!wIhw{9Ω

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

disappoint. Year 11 students saw a 

performance of Warhorse.

East Lane Theatre Ψ959bΩΦ

One of the most beautiful old theatres in

London is situated in East Lane, Sudbury

Townthey sponsoredticketsfor our year12Ωǎ

to see a performanceof ά9ŘŜƴέ. Thiswas a

look at the real life scenario,where Donald

Trumpbought out the native populationof a

smalltown in Scotlandto build a golf course.

The students also got an opportunity to

speakwith the director andone of the actors

who hasbeenin the theatresince1951

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅΦ

SPEAKERS: SARAHJOHNSON(WOMEN AND GIRLSNETWORKCHILDHOODTRUST),CHARLOTTE

BOBROFF(J.P. MORGANSENIORVICEPRESIDENT),CINDYHUMPHREYS(PRESENTERAND MEDIA

PROFESSIONAL),LUCYJENKINS(TEACHER& HUMANRIGHTSFORWOMEN),AMANDAEPE(SPEAKER,

TEACHER,EMPOWERINGWOMENAUTHOR,άC[¸GIRLSέύ

CO HOSTS: CARMEL BEIRNE-FRANCIS  (HEAD OF DRAMA AT NCC, SERENA BALFOUR COVERNOR OF NCC 
AND CHAIR OF US CHARITABLE TRUST)
JOUMANA MOURAD (DANCE COMPANY, DRAMA THROUGH SCIENCE AND ART)

With the support of the US Charitabletrust, the Drama department organisedthe fourth annual
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎConference. With manythanksto SerenaBalfourfor her tirelesswork in the empowermentof
girlsat NewmanCatholicCollege.
We run this conferenceevery year as a way of encouragingour young women to speak up for
themselvesand discussissuesthey want changedor explored. We are so very grateful to all our
speakerstakingthe time to comeandengagewith usandempowerour youngwomen. NCChasalways
beenanall-boysschoolso it is verygenerousof them to welcomesomanylovelyyoungwomenandwe
hopethey enjoythe discussionsasmuchasthe girlswill.
JoannaItila wassadnot to be ableto makethe conferencebut shewantedme to extendan invitation to

all of you to join her programmeworkingwith sixth formersorganisingeventsandpromsand a visit to

her companyBARCLAYSōŀƴƪΩǎmainoffice on Canarywharf to havea conferencein their boardroom in

the spring.
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Maths Department News
UKMTMathsChallenge:

Thisyear the Mathsdepartmentis continuingour participationwith the
UKMT Maths challenges. The students involved last academic year
thoroughlyenjoyedit andthis would be a greatexperiencefor your son,
sodo encouragethem to get involvedthis year.

We will be competingin the regional final for the UKMTTeamMaths
Challengein March2020. Thiswill involvea groupof 4 students(2 from
year 8 and 2 from year 9) competingin a seriesof four rounds: group
round, crossnumber,shuttle and relay. In the next few monthsselected
studentsfrom year 8 and year 9 will be able to competefor a placein
the final team. If successful,the team will go on to compete at the
NationalFinalin June2020.

Additionally,we havethe opportunity for boysfrom Year7, 8, 9, 10 to
competein the individualchallengesagainstother studentsaround the
country. Formore informationvisit ukmt.org.uk

NSPCCNumberDay

Themathsdepartmentare excitedto be supportingthe NSPCCthrough
celebratingNumber Day (Friday7th February2020) for the first time.
Therewill be a number of eventsrunning throughout the day to raise
moneyand awarenessfor the work of the NSPCC. Themoneywe raise
could help to fund Childline,the 24/7 helpline for children to contact,
whatever difficulty ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜfacing or help NSPCCto visit more schools
with the Speakout Staysafeprogrammeςgivingchildrenthe knowledge
and confidence to speak out about anything ǘƘŀǘΩǎworrying them,
including abuse, so they can get help. For more information visit
www.nspcc.org.uk



TheHistoryof Algebra:

The importance of the work of these pioneers cannot be
underestimatedasthey havecontributedto the vastmajority of modern
daylife from computerprogrammingor the financialsystemto analysing
sportingperformances.

Booster/Interventionsessions:

Year11 revisionsessionswill run until the GCSEexams. Thesetakeplace
on Tuesdaysafter school(3-4pm) for all sets.

The Maths HomeworkClub continuesto take place in RoomM41 on
Wednesdays3:05-4:05pm. The sessionsare run by Miss Joseph,and
studentsfrom all yeargroupsarewelcometo attend.

UKMTMaths challengeclub will be running in Januaryand February.
Studentswho attend will be eligible to be part of the TeamChallenge
but it will alsobe usefulpreparationfor the IndividualChallenge.

Equipment:

All studentsare requiredto havetheir full equipment,includinga Maths
set anda scientificcalculator. Theseareavailableto buy from the Maths
office at a subsidisedcost: £1 for a HelixMaths set, and £10 for a Casio
fx-83GTXscientificcalculator.

Maths Department News

Students in Years 7-11 were
treated to a fantastic assembly
from Ms Vitamorethat explored
the diverse history of algebra.
Contributionsto the emergence
of this amazing subject came
from mathematiciansin Ancient
Egypt,Babylon(now Iraq),Persia
(now Iran), India, Greece,China
andJapanto namebut a few.
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On the 20th November2019, 23 Year10 students from mixed ability classescametogether for the

annual Ψ{ǇŜŀƪhǳǘΩChallenge. This yearly event is the idea of philanthropist Jack Petchy who

believesall children should have equal opportunities to speakon subjectsdear to them as well as

receiverewardsfor their talents andskills.

CharlesOnokureturned to NewmanCatholicCollegeto facilitate another phenomenalworkshop. At

first, the cohort seemed nervous and anxious but Charleswas soon able to transmit his own

enthusiasmandconfidenceamongstthe students.

Theworkshopbeganwith warm up gamesbasedon memoryand projection of voice. Soon,students

were comingout of their shellsand contributing beyondexpectationςat least from my perspective.

The workshops continued to build on hopes, dreams, fears and the mechanicsof presenting an

engagingspeech. Studentslearned to trust themselvesand be aware of their own body language

when it cameto communicatingthe wrong messages.

Thiswastruly a fantasticopportunity and experiencefor the learners,manydiscoveringtheir ΨǾƻƛŎŜΩ

for the first time. Charlesencouragedstudents to select topics that were close to their hearts ς

statements they really believed in. Soon the whole cohort was bubbling with ideas and catch

phrasesthey wanted to shareto an audience.

However,studentswere remindedthis wasa challengeand there couldonly be one regionalwinner.

We had the difficult taskof selectingsix finalists. Thiswasextremelydifficult . Theyhad all surpassed

themselvesbut we finally decidedon our six representatives: ChinemeOkolo,OwenFreeman,Pedro

DaSilva,SamuelMedhane,CadeDenysandJanKolterniak. Congratulations!

We now have the difficult task of selectingone finalist from the six to representNewmanCatholic

Collegeat StDǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎschoolon January22nd 2020for regionalfinal. Wewill keepyou updatedΧ

Mr Edwards

CurriculumLeaderEnglish

English 

Department 



Year 7

Ismael Abdur Rahman, Omar Aden, Blessing Aggreg -Amoah, Ebenezer Aso, Ransley 

Fernandes, Afeez Jempeji, Kyle Jones -Blake, Callum Cunningham, Kacper Kazmierczak, 

Milosz Kozlik,  Kieron Loose, Riyad Madane, Mohammed Mahmoud,Jamali Mann, Mervin 

Manoj, Toby Ogunniyi, David Rodrigues,  Hawa Sadat, Jairus Sastrillo, Daniel Shamon, 

Adonay Tekie, 

Year 8

Abdul Ahmad, Faizan -Wali Ahmed, Moussa Al -Kawarit,  Mustafa Al -Lami, Sayed Alavi, 

Mahmoud Albadie, Mohammad Alkatib, Razvan Avram, Kai Brennan - Lowe, Anthony 

Donnelly -Trimble, Younes Eddami, Daniel Fagyas, Adam Hssini, Malik Lar, Aleksander Lepecki,   

Donnell Lewis, Charlie McAveety, Essey Mehabab, Adam Mohamed, Liam Monteleone, Bilal 

Nadeem, Mohamed Osman, Chris Pinto, Sayed Sadat, Sador Tesfagebriel, Gheorghe -Robert 

Vladut

Year 9

Franz Daniel Agcaoili, Jhay -L Antonio, Doyle Bona, Celso Dafe, Asher Dias, Yousif Hussain, 

Godwin Jyan, Benjamin Lola, Denilson Nwokoro, Lisa Pinto, Schneider Rodrigues, 

Mohammed Shakib, David Shamon, Andrew Souza,  Sergiu Stoica, 

Reading for Pleasure

Accelerated Reader is used to help students to choose books within their reading level. This 
term students have worked hard to exceed their personalised targets. Congratulations to the 

following students

Word Millionaires

Students who have become word millionaires this term 

Mohammed Mahmoud and Mohamed Osman have read 1 million words since 

September 2019

Doyle Bona has read 2 million words since September 2019

Library future events

Celebrating Culture and History, 

Shakespeare on Screen, 

CILIP Carnegie Childrenõs Book Award, 

Books on Screen



Book Groups News

Autumn Term Top 10 Most Borrowed Books: 
how many have you read?

1. The Last Straw  Jeff Kinney

2. Goblins  Philip Reeve

3. The Good Student  Alison Hawes

4. I am Number Four  Pittacus Lore

5. Silverwing  Kenneth Oppel

6. The Blood Guard  Carter Roy

7. Doom Clone  Melanie Joyce

8. The Empty House  Alison Hawes

9. Billionaire Boy  David Walliams

10. Harry Potter and The Chamber 

of Secrets  J. K. Rowling

The Carnegie Book award is the oldest 

prize in children's literature...and we are 

a part of it. Every year at NCC we read 

the books with relish and come to 

together to discuss them and choose our 

winner.  Staff and students are invited to 

participate.



Y8, Y9 & Y10 and Miss Hardy have 

participated in the Nationwide Shakespeare 

Schools Festival, a celebration of 

Shakespeare's plays. This is the fourth

consecutive year NCC has taken part. 

Our cast performed The 

Taming of the Shrew to an 

audience of 250 at Watermans 

Arts Centre on Wednesday 21st

AND Thursday 22nd November 

ïbeing the only school in the 

country given the opportunity!

Newman students wow 
Shakespeare Schools Festival 

audience in double show!

The whole production was led by the cast: actors

from Y8, sound lighting and props by two Y9 

students, co-directing from a Y10 student, with Miss 

Hardy directing and overseeing it. The students and 

Miss Hardy worked hard as an ensemble to ensure 

everyone was included, shared ideas and felt heard. 



Our students have developed a love 

for theatre and drama, huge 

aspirations and growth in self-

confidence, while making new friends 

and having fun while learning. They 

have tackled Shakespeareôs great 

language to create an incredibly funny, 

dramatic and witty performance.

Newman students wow 
Shakespeare Schools Festival 

audience in double show!

We began the project in September but in the six 

weeks build up to performance day we rehearsed 

every day after school for two plus hours. The boys 

worked incredibly hard and were continually 

dedicated, professional and full of energy and 

excitement.

Miss Hardy has signed up for 2020s 

festival and the cast cannot wait to start 

again and help recruit the newbies! 





Biomedia Meltdown

Students from Years 7 and 8 were visited by the Biomedia team this term offering 
fantastic workshops on Animal Anatomy!

Students investigated how a variety of animal anatomies are adapted to each 
species' needs and environment.

They got to illustrate the biological concepts and demonstrate convergent evolution 
using 2D design techniques and creative writing.

άL ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƻƳŜŘƛŀ ƳŜƭǘŘƻǿƴ 
as there were many options of 
things that we can do and learn. 
This was very fun because we all 
had a chance to explore what we 
can do with our imaginations of 
animals in our future generationsέ 
ςAbdul Wahhab Ahmad

I really enjoyed the 
workshop because we got 
to explore science/biology 
with art which I really 
enjoyed and hope to do it 
again. I enjoyed the 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅέ ςAmina Sadat

SCIENCE



Biomedia Meltdown

άI really enjoyed the 
workshop. I created a 
snake and made a rocky 
background using wax 
pastel crayons and plastic 
patterned backgrounds. 
Never seen those 
ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΗέ Year 7 
student

ά..it was different to other workshops 
because it was based on combining 
art and science and made me more 
interested in the topic of Convergent 
9ǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΧέ Year 8 student



To be honest, her medicine journey 
surprised me as soon as she said 
she spent 13 years and 2 more 
years training to become a GP!  
Also, I enjoy the way she was 
expressing her journey and I 
enjoyed the quiz at the end where 
we had to diagnose different 
scenarios and symptoms!
- Vishal

BTEC Applied Science

This term our BTEC science students were visited by Dr Sana Shamim, a 
trainee GP. 
She spoke to the students about not only the route of medicine but also the 
skills required and expectations at universities and real life job roles. Our 
students had some great questions for her and some are very interested in 
pursuing a career in medicine!

I have always wanted to be a doctor and it has 
been always a dream of a glorious future. 
Having Dr Sana speaking to us and providing 
us with a brief explanation about her journey in 
medicine benefited me in many ways where I 
have observed what exactly studying medicine 
is about. 
What have surprised me the most the fact that 
after finishing up your degree it won't be up to 
you to apply for the hospital that you are willing 
to work at, it is a systematic system where they 
pick the location for you to work at! - Ghufran

The talk was rather informative, with the pros 
and cons of the medical career path being 
laid out sufficiently and clearly. All of my 
doubts were swept away and it was 
interesting. Receiving sufficient information, 
which is also reliable as it came from 
personal experience, made the whole talk 
worthwhile - Mecban

Thank you very much for the talk 
Sana, I found it very interesting and 
helpful, the information you give us 
was really important and made me 
realise that I can study medicine in a 
different way if I don't get into 
medicine directly. This was very 
supportive and really inspired me to 
study medicine! - Wafa



BTEC students also visited SKILLS UK LIVE which was held at The 
Excel in London. There were many opportunities for the students to 
speak to representatives of Science and Engineering work 
placements, universities and apprenticeships

άΦΦaȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 
engineer apprentice. There was a guy who did 
level 4 apprentice in software engineering for 2 
years and then he did degree in software 
engineering and he became a software 
ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ƳŜέ ςVishal 
Ramesh

άL ǳǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǎŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
information about my subject with 
many universities and I talked 
about my subject in detail. Also, 
some other companies were there 
to offer apprenticeships. received a 
lot of information on 
apprenticeships to build up general 
knowledge.
I enjoyed all the free pens, 
prospectuses and bags that were 
given also! It was a great 
opportunity attending this event. 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ςKuldip Bharat
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Our hardworkingYear11 studentsare currently completingtheir
final unit of the GCSEsyllabus. TheǳƴƛǘΨǎtheme is our changing
economic world in which they have to investigate a Newly
EmergingEconomy(NEE. )our chosencountry is Nigeriaas it is
experiencingrapideconomicdevelopment.

Being a culturally rich and diverse community we are lucky
enough to have severalstaff membersand students with links
and family ties to Nigeria. We invited severalgueststo speakto
our Year11 students. Our experts included Mr. Molokwu, Miss
Abimbolaand Tobi (Year7). The sessiongaveus all a personal
insightinto the cultureandimportanceof Nigeria

Top Tip 
Thursday

EveryThursdayYear11 lessons start with a geographytop tip for exam
success. This could include new revision strategies,exam techniquesor
examininga model answer. Studentshavefound this invaluablein the run
up to their mockexams.
Now if only Mr Dunnecould rememberto do this on ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎand not
Wednesday!

Volcano Competition.
As part of an extended learning activity the Geography department will be launching a

ôBuilda volcanoõcompetition .in the new year . It is hoped that the activity will stretch

our students geographical learning outside the classroom into a creative task. Success

criteria will be judged on the following factors :

Locational knowledge 

Annotations/labels of volcanic characteristics 

Realistic 

Creativity 

No SPaG errors 

To make this competition as accessible as possible, 

there will be several categories with various prizes for 

award winning entries. The categories consist of: 

Most accurate models 

Best effort models 

Unique entry winners 

Special shout out winners 

More information to follow.
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