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Students have a sleep-out as
part of a homeless campaign

Pupils campaign for affordable housing as part of new development

Mathalie Ratfray
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Pupils from n secondary schoaol
in Harlesden had a skeep-out to
campaign for alfordable housing
in the forthcoming Ok Oak Com-
mon development

Foane gixth formers from Blew-
man Cathalic College (NCCh in
Harlesden Road, spent the night
in the City Migsion Church™s hall
in Scrubs Lame, which is within
the location of the Mayor of Lon-
don'a propoged Gld Oak and Park
Foval Development Corporation
(OPINC)

The evening which lmobved
Twylord Church of England High
School in Acton, and William Per-
kin High in Ealing, was part of
tie London Citlzen™s work o atim
slate the students indo o think-
ing about the nead for affordable
hotsing, partcutardy within the
(e Ok Comman plans

Students were based in a big
post With md heating and where
the only things o ext were the
snacks they brought with them.

They slept in sleeping baps.
some with mats wnderneath and
some without, on the hard flear,

Leaders of the cicy Misslon
Church explained their sork in
the aren and the impact of the pro-
posed development, which was fol-
Bovrest] iy @ quie

Pugpils then waiched the ani
mated film “UP* about an old man
who Hies off I his house only o
discover b has an eight-yearald
stowaway, before bedding down
For the migEhl.

Joag Coelha, 15, said; “T miust
gdmit it wasn't the most comfort-
able night that 1 had, bat 1t was for
i great cause, This i= the situation
that hundreds of people in the UK
have to go through every night
and we must do evervibinge we can
to help the people on the strects
and also help people niot to get into
thaan sitsation”

Samyn Mohammed, 17, said:

I enjoved meeling new people
We played pames and watched a
mowke, It was 5o bhad sleeping on
the flcor bacause [ didn't feel com-
fortable and it was a bit cold, The
sleeping bag was oo simall and foo
hard totuarm in. [ el sick amd colsd
when [ wolke up."

LNEETH Labace, Agsiatant
hissdteacher at MCC, said- "This
Was &8N amazing event where sti-
denis Mo diflersent backgrounds
and school: came topether for b
common cause, to highlight the
plight of homelessness and the
Basing crisis where S0 many peo
ple are being forced owt of London
due to high rent costs and housing
CAPE.

"This action enabled our sto-
dents to try to walk in the shoes
of many who are foreed 1o sbeep
ronigh each night,”

Fanl Amuzie, Bremt oomimu-
nily organiser for the Londosn
Citizens, added; “With the schools

B Pupils Joao, Luke, Nadine and Samiya with Mr King, all oul for the
right o raise swareness of the housing orisis facing the borough

we are trving to engage with the
Ol Oak Common  developrment
corperation to push for S0 per
cent afferdable housing and make
housing affordability & priority on
sita

“We went to City Hall In Jam-
ary e pul pressure on hringing
that forward and this was follow
-l &elan.

A public consuliatbon, led by the
Mavor of London's OPDC, apenesd

in Fehruary on the deslmn o the
shte — which will =2 at the inbersesd:
tion of the HS2 railway and Cross-
ratl.

WVictorla Hills, CED at OPIDO,
spid Ay event that gets young
people involved in housing de-
lvery is 1o be weleonsed and wae
would like to buikd upon this pm
gramme as & way of telking with
bocal soadbenis aboat the fature of
(el Ok and Park Royal.”




